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Colossians 3:1-5    Jesus is Greater    03.27.16 
 
Driving thought: “What, if removed from your life, would cause you to lose your reason for 
living?” – Tim Keller 
 
 Resurrection, Salvation, and Idols: 
• If your heart has been changed, your goals should change: if you’ve been saved then follow the 

One who saved you – 3:1 
 
• If your goals change, your thinking changes: So set your mind on what lasts rather than 

temporary distractions – 3:2  
Why?  
 
• Because when Christ changes you you’re not the you you used to be – 3:3 
 
• Because when Christ changes you the object of your hope shifts – 3:4 
What now? 
 
• Identify and wage war against idols: Sexual immorality, impurity, passion (anger), evil desire, 

covetousness – 3:5 Why are these sins called idolatry? John Piper, “What is an idol? It is the 
thing loved or the person loved more than God, wanted more than God, desired more than God, 
treasured more than God, enjoyed more than God.” G.K. Beale, “Idol worship is revering 
anything other than God.” 

 
 
Good gifts from God can become idols to us:  
1)                : Looking for salvation/redemption in a man fails every time. We place on them an 

unbearable burden and then wonder why they can’t bear the weight.  
 
 
2)                   : God is not anti-sex. God created sex. Misusing a gift reserved for heterosexual, 

monogamous marriage will leave us feeling dirty and empty. When it no longer satisfies we 
look for different partners or new tricks.  

 
  
3)                        and                     : Precious gifts from God but they are not God nor are they to 

be sacrificed for a career. If I turn my child into an idol, I may crush his or her spirit with the 
weight of my unfulfilled athletic, financial, or athletic dreams or make them think they’re 
God. My career is my occupation not my identity.  

 
 
4)                   : Thomas a Kempis, “If you have wealth, do not glory in it, nor in your powerful 

friends. Rather glory in God who gives all things and who, above all, desires to give you 
Himself.” The satisfaction of working, earning, investing, and making deals resulting in a 
“win” reminds us of greater rewards. 
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5)                  : Food should lead to worship, not idolatry! Food can temporarily satisfy physical 

hunger but not provide fulfillment.  
 
 
6)                   &                  : Christ is our beauty and strength.  
 
 
Instead of mutating blessings into idols, we look to Christ and the power of His resurrection.  

• Marriage = Christ’s commitment.  
• Sex = Intimacy with Christ exceeds momentary sexual pleasure.  
• Children & Career = He loves me more than I could ever love my children; my life 

mission transcends my job. When I am in-between jobs I remember Christ who emptied 
Himself on my behalf.  

• Money = money reminds me of greater rewards.  
• Food = Following Christ brings a greater satisfaction than food.  
• Beauty & strength = He is my beauty and strength and He is making all things new.  

 
Romans 10:15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key: Marriage/Sex/Children/Careers/Money/Food/Beauty/strength 
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Colossians 3:1-5    Jesus is Greater    03.27.16 
 
Driving thought: “What, if removed from your life, would cause you to lose your reason for 
living?” – Tim Keller 
 
 Resurrection, Salvation, and Idols: 
• If your heart has been changed, your goals should change: if you’ve been saved then follow the 

One who saved you – 3:1 
 
• If your goals change, your thinking changes: So set your mind on what lasts rather than 

temporary distractions – 3:2  
Why?  
 
• Because when Christ changes you you’re not the you you used to be – 3:3 
 
• Because when Christ changes you the object of your hope shifts – 3:4 
What now? 
 
• Identify and wage war against idols: Sexual immorality, impurity, passion (anger), evil desire, 

covetousness – 3:5 Why are these sins called idolatry? John Piper, “What is an idol? It is the 
thing loved or the person loved more than God, wanted more than God, desired more than God, 
treasured more than God, enjoyed more than God.” G.K. Beale, “Idol worship is revering 
anything other than God.” 

 
 
Good gifts from God can become idols to us:  
1) Marriage: Looking for salvation/redemption in a man fails every time. We place on them an 

unbearable burden and then wonder why they can’t bear the weight.  
 
 
2) Sex: God is not anti-sex. God created sex. Misusing a gift reserved for heterosexual, 

monogamous marriage will leave us feeling dirty and empty. When it no longer satisfies we 
look for different partners or new tricks.  

 
 
3) Children and Careers: Precious gifts from God but they are not God nor are they to be 

sacrificed for a career. If I turn my child into an idol, I may crush his or her spirit with the 
weight of my unfulfilled athletic, financial, or athletic dreams or make them think they’re 
God. My career is my occupation not my identity.  

 
 
4) Money: Thomas a Kempis, “If you have wealth, do not glory in it, nor in your powerful 

friends. Rather glory in God who gives all things and who, above all, desires to give you 
Himself.” The satisfaction of working, earning, investing, and making deals resulting in a 
“win” reminds us of greater rewards.  
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5) Food: Food should lead to worship, not idolatry! Food can temporarily satisfy physical 

hunger but not provide fulfillment.  
 
 
6) Beauty & strength: Christ is our beauty and strength.  
 
 
Instead of mutating blessings into idols, we look to Christ and the power of His resurrection.  

• Marriage = Christ’s commitment.  
• Sex = Intimacy with Christ exceeds momentary sexual pleasure.  
• Children & Career = He loves me more than I could ever love my children; my life 

mission transcends my job. When I am in-between jobs I remember Christ who emptied 
Himself on my behalf.  

• Money = money reminds me of greater rewards.  
• Food = Following Christ brings a greater satisfaction than food.  
• Beauty & strength = He is my beauty and strength and He is making all things new.  

 
Romans 10:15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
 


