
2 Corinthians 5:11-21       Editing Jesus              04.05.15 
 

The human heart has the tendency to justify itself even when it’s guilty. A collection of 
self-justifying hearts forms a culture that gravitates towards whoever says, “Everything is 
ok!” even when everyone knows its not. The result is editing Jesus to make us 
comfortable with what we know is wrong. The true, unedited Jesus makes us very 
uncomfortable because He confronts the idol of our own self-righteousness. Change is 
scary but change is what we need.  
 
Driving thought: The real, unedited Jesus is the one we really need.  
 
How the real, unedited Jesus changes us: 
• Changes us to think                     about our own mortality – 5:11 
• Changes our                    to something greater than our own – 5:14 
• Changes what                      us – 5:15 
• Changes how we see                       – 5:16 
• Changes how we see                      – 5:16 
• Changes our hearts so that our actions change – 5:17 
• Changes our minds about where life-change truly comes from: it comes from God                       

– 5:18-21 
 
How did God do it?  

- Reconciled the world to Himself through Christ’s work that we call “The Gospel” 
– 5:19 

 
What is “The Gospel?”  

- The Gospel is, “for our sake He (God) made Him (Jesus) to be sin who knew no 
sin…” 5:21a 

- The Gospel is Jesus doing for us what we could never do for ourselves – 5:21 
- Why did God do this for us? “…so that we might become the righteousness of 

God.” 5:21b  
 
What do we do with the Gospel?  

- Urge people to be reconciled to God – 5:20 
 
J.C. Ryle, “When a person turns to Christ empty—that they may be filled; sick—that they 
may be healed; hungry—that they may be satisfied; thirsty—that they may be refreshed; 
needy—that they may be enriched; dying—that they may have life; lost—that they may 
be saved; guilty—that they may be pardoned; sin-defiled—that they may be cleansed; 
confessing that Christ alone can supply their need—then they come to Christ. This, and 
nothing more than this, is coming to Christ.” 
 
Key: rationally/goals/drives/people/Jesus/alone 
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