
 
Islam, ISIS, & a Christian Response  

John 1:29                                03.08.15 
 
Driving thought: Only a change of heart will change the course of militant Islam.  
 
Why Christ-followers need to understand Islam: 

• 1.57 billion Muslims (23% of the world population), world’s 2nd largest religion, Islam is 
a major influence in the 21st century. 

 
 
Understanding Islam: 

• Do Christians and Muslims worship the same God?  
- Muslims do not believe Jesus was                      (Qur’an, 4:157). 
- Muslims do not believe in the                  (Qur’an, 4:171,19:88-93). 
- Muslims reject the                     of Christ (Qur’an, 4:171, 5:72-75).  

 
• Is Islam a religion of peace?  

! History of Islam: What is jihad and is it compulsory for all Muslims? 
Jihad – ‘struggle/fight,’ 1) Against one’s lower desires, 2) Defend against the enemies of Islam, 
3) Spread the message of Islam (sharia) 
 
 

• Why would someone commit acts of violence in the name of religion?  
! Mohammad’s                   could be understood as promoting violence but his                        

was violent – Surah 9:5-6, 4:76, 8:12, 4:78, 9:123.  
! After Mohammad’s death a blood feud erupted between two factions, the majority 

(sunna/sunnis) and the minority (shia/shiites). 
! Muslims repeatedly attempted to conquer Europe under the leadership of an Islamic Caliphate 

(The Caliph serves as a sort of Islamic “Pope”). 
! ISIS desires to unite the Muslim world under a reestablished Caliphate. 
 
 
How Should Christ-followers Respond?:  

• Remember that Jesus warned of wars and rumors of wars – Matthew 24:6 
 

• Do not fear those who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul – Matthew 10:28 
 

• Accept the just use of force in order to stem the tide of evil and bring evildoers to justice 
– Romans 13:1-7; Revelation 6:10 

 
• Pray that Muslims would become disillusioned with Islam and seek the truth.  

 
 
Key: crucified/Trinity/deity/teaching/behavior 
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- Muslims reject the deity of Christ (Qur’an, 4:171, 5:72-75).  

 
• Is Islam a religion of peace?  

! History of Islam: What is jihad and is it compulsory for all Muslims? 
Jihad – ‘struggle/fight,’ 1) Against one’s lower desires, 2) Defend against the enemies of Islam, 
3) Spread the message of Islam (sharia) 
 
 

• Why would someone commit acts of violence in the name of religion?  
! Mohammad’s teaching could be understood as promoting violence but his behavior was 

violent – Surah 9:5-6, 4:76, 8:12, 4:78, 9:123.  
! After Mohammad’s death a blood feud erupted between two factions, the majority 

(sunna/sunnis) and the minority (shia/shiites). 
! Muslims repeatedly attempted to conquer Europe under the leadership of an Islamic Caliphate 

(The Caliph serves as a sort of Islamic “Pope”). 
! ISIS desires to unite the Muslim world under a reestablished Caliphate. 
 
 
How Should Christ-followers Respond?:  

• Remember that Jesus warned of wars and rumors of wars – Matthew 24:6 
 

• Do not fear those who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul – Matthew 10:28 
 

• Accept the just use of force in order to stem the tide of evil and bring evildoers to justice 
– Romans 13:1-7; Revelation 6:10 

 
• Pray that Muslims would become disillusioned with Islam and seek the truth.  

 
 


