
The Mission of Wise Men       Matthew 2:1-12            12.28.14 
 
Driving thought: The mission of wise men is to find and share truth.  
 
Key players & important facts in understanding the “Wise Men”: 
- Herod the Great: Idumean regional king appointed by Rome. Absolute power monger who 

murdered many members of his family and passionately hated the Jews. He was Rome’s top 
choice for keeping the Jews under Rome’s iron fist.  

 
- Wise Men from the east: highly religious men from Babylonia or Persia; cultures foreign to 

Roman pragmatism and Greek rationalism. They recognized something supernatural about 
Jesus. The word translated “Wise Men” means, “A person noted for unusual capacity of 
understanding based upon astrology (such persons were regarded as combining both secular 
and religious aspects of knowledge and understanding)…In Mt 2:1 µάγοι may be translated as 
‘men of wisdom who studied the stars.’”1  
- Gold: great value after being refined by fire (Rev. 3:18)  
- Frankincense: the only incense permitted on the altar & not allowed with a sin offering 

(Ex. 30:9; Lev. 5:11).  
- Myrrh: used for embalming (John 19:39).  

 
Walk through the text: 
12:1 Jesus was born in a scary time, in the days of Herod the king. 
12:2 Wise men request the whereabouts of Jesus, the king of the Jews, so that they can worship 
him.  
12:3 – Herod feels threatened but why was all Jerusalem troubled with him? = Because Herod 
had a track record of slaughtering anyone who he felt threatened by.  
12:4 Herod assembles the religious A-Team and asks a beautiful question but for all the wrong 
motives.  
12:5-6 The Bible scholars give Herod the right information but because of his hard heart he 
cannot make proper use of it.  
12:7-8 Herod acts interested in Jesus and tells the Magi to return with a mission trip report about 
Jesus’ exact whereabouts “so that I too may come and worship him.” 
12:9-10 the star leads the Magi to Jesus.  
12:11 the Magi enter the house, fall down, and begin worshipping Jesus. After they had 
worshipped (imagine how their worship style was. These are dyed in the wool easterners steeped 
in astrology and they meet the Messiah of the world), they gave him gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. The text never says there were only 3 Magi, only that there were 3 gifts.  
12:12 The Magi are warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod.  
 
Action points: 
• Like the Magi, most world religions give a special place to Jesus. We need to help them see 

that Jesus is supreme. 
• When we advance the Gospel we become threats to ungodly power structures.  

                                       
1 J.P. Louw, & E.A Nida, Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains, Vol. 1, 2nd ed. 
(New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 384, in Logos Library System [CD-ROM].  


