
Matthew 7:21-23 Through the Eyes of Jesus: The Scariest Words in the Bible -  
August 17, 2014 
Main Idea: Many people think they are going to heaven when they are really not.  
I. Many will be                        when they are not allowed to enter heaven – 7:21 
II.                       and                     truths about Christ doesn't mean you're going to 

heaven – 7:22-23 
III. Many people confuse                        things for Christ with                      Christ - 

7:22-23 
How should we respond to Jesus's words here? 
1) Examine yourselves to see whether you're really saved...Even if you really 

think you are – 2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are 
in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!   

2) Is there evidence of genuine repentance? - Luke 13:5 
3) Is the fruit of the Holy Spirit evident in your life? - Galatians 5:22-24 
4) Is there obedience to the commands of Christ? - 1 John 2:4 Why did Jesus tell 

the "many" to depart from him? Matthew 7:21b states, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ Lawlessness is a way of saying 
"self-will" that stands in opposition to Christ's commands. It's a simple but 
unwavering commitment to yourself. 

5) Are you willing to trust and submit to Christ? 
Key: surprised/Knowing/speaking/doing/knowing 



Matthew 7:21-23 Through the Eyes of Jesus: The Scariest Words in the Bible -  
August 17, 2014 
Main Idea: Many people think they are going to heaven when they are really not.  
I. Many will be surprised when they are not allowed to enter heaven – 7:21 
II. Knowing and speaking truths about Christ doesn't mean you're going to 

heaven – 7:22-23 
III. Many people confuse doing things for Christ with knowing Christ - 7:22-23 
How should we respond to Jesus's words here? 
1) Examine yourselves to see whether you're really saved...Even if you really 

think you are – 2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are 
in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!   

2) Is there evidence of genuine repentance? - Luke 13:5 
3) Is the fruit of the Holy Spirit evident in your life? - Galatians 5:22-24 
4) Is there obedience to the commands of Christ? - 1 John 2:4 Why did Jesus tell 

the "many" to depart from him? Matthew 7:21b states, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ Lawlessness is a way of saying 
"self-will" that stands in opposition to Christ's commands. It's a simple but 
unwavering commitment to yourself. 

5) Are you willing to trust and submit to Christ? 


