
Through the Eyes of Jesus: Enemies Part 1  -   Matthew 5:43-47       03.02.14 
 
Driving Question: Loving only your friends is a sign you’re in love with 
yourself; loving your enemies is a sign you’ve died to yourself. 
 
Loving Enemies: How to do the Impossible: 

• Why should I love my enemies?  
5:43 – Because it                       the difference Jesus has made in your life in a 
culture which says you should either hate enemies or throw them on the trash 
heap of ruined relationships.  
 
 
5:44 – Because Jesus                         it.  
 
 
5:45 – Because it                     God’s gracious and loving nature.  
 
 
5:46-47 – Because loving only my friends reveals I’m still a                      to 
self-worship.  
 
 

• How should I love my enemies?  
5:44 Do                     is in your power to point them to Christ.  
*Loving your enemies does not mean you enabling them to do wrong. Truly 
loving a person is doing what is best for them, which may require cutting off 
financial support for a harmful addiction, or requiring a chronically lazy son 
to find a job or move out. Enabling a person to do what is destroying them is 
the farthest thing from love. 
 
 
5:44                         pray for them to come to repentance. 
 
 
 
 
 
Key: showcases/commands/reflects/slave/whatever/Passionately 
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Driving Question: Loving only your friends is a sign you’re in love with 
yourself; loving your enemies is a sign you’ve died to yourself. 
 
Loving Enemies: How to do the Impossible: 

• Why should I love my enemies?  
5:43 – Because it showcases the difference Jesus has made in your life in a 
culture which says you should either hate enemies or throw them on the trash 
heap of ruined relationships.  
 
 
5:44 – Because Jesus commands it.  
 
 
5:45 – Because it reflects God’s gracious and loving nature.  
 
 
5:46-47 – Because loving only my friends reveals I’m still a slave to self-
worship.  
 
 
 

• How should I love my enemies?  
5:44 Do whatever is in your power to point them to Christ.  
*Loving your enemies does not mean you enabling them to do wrong. Truly 
loving a person is doing what is best for them, which may require cutting off 
financial support for a harmful addiction, or requiring a chronically lazy son 
to find a job or move out. Enabling a person to do what is destroying them is 
the farthest thing from love. 
 
 
5:44 Passionately pray for them to come to repentance. 
 
 
 


