
Through the Eyes of Jesus: Slick Speech  Matthew 5:33-37         02.16.14 
 
Driving Question: What does it take to keep us honest?   
 
Truths: 

• Jesus is not                          commitment. Rather, He is condemning the 
dishonest use of oaths and contracts to get out of obligations – 5:33-36 

 
• The Old Testament teaches the                            of fulfilling vows: Give God 

what you’re promised Him – 5:33 The word ‘perform’ (ἀποδώσεις) can be 
translated – ‘to give up’ as in trees ‘giving up/yielding’ their fruit (Rev. 22:2 
& Heb. 12:11). 

 
• Jesus once again assumes the role of the Old Testament  

 ____________ – “But I say to you…” – 5:34 
 

• Christ-followers follow Christ who is Truth. Therefore, their character can 
be believed & trusted without having their feet held to the fire of                      
– 5:34-36 

 
• Slick speech comes from                   – 5:37 

“To reserve our independence is to deny God His sovereignty.”1 – M.S. Mills 
 
Application 

• Joy is found in sacrifice-intensive commitment not scooping off the top of 
others’ work.   

 
• Our main priority is to be a witness for Christ: Small things are big things 

when you’re a light in the midst of darkness. 
 

• Our motivation for fulfilling commitments should be rooted in God’s control 
– “instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 
that.” James 4:15 

 
 
 
Key: condemning/seriousness/interpreter/legalism/hell 
 

                                       
1 M.S. Mills, The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries, 1999), Matthew 
5:21-48, in Logos Library System [CD-ROM].  
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