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Design & Suffering

• Objection: How could a good God design
things that bring suffering?

How to respond to this objection:
1) You just admitted design
2) You and I live in a fallen world - Romans

8:18-25
3) Jesus suffered & triumphed - Philippians

2:5-11
*Don’t ‘bite’ to defend God against being a ‘bad

designer’; show how He embraced and
conquered through suffering.



Dawkins’ Critique of Design
1. One of the greatest challenges to the human intellect, over the

centuries, has been to explain how the complex, improbable
appearance of design in the universe arises.

2. The natural temptation is to attribute the appearance of design to
actual design itself.

3. The temptation is a false one, because the designer hypothesis
immediately raises the larger problem of who designed the
designer

4. The most ingenious and powerful crane [i.e., explanation]
so far discovered is Darwinian evolution by natural selection.
5. We don’t have an equivalent explanation for physics.
6. We should not give up hope of a better crane arising in
physics, something as powerful as Darwinism is for biology
[Therefore] God almost certainly does not exist.
- Richard Dawkins, God Delusion, 157-58.



Rebuttals to Darwinism



Richard Dawkins

• “An instance where a mutation has
added information to the genome…”



• VIDEO = Dawkins on “An instance
where a mutation has added
information to the genome”

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Q# But what about
bacteria and viruses that
develop resistance to
drugs and antibiotics?



Biochemical
Mutations

“Since biochemical mutations-such as those
leading to antibiotic resistance and sickle-cell
anemia-do not affect an organism’s shape or
structure…evolution NEEDS beneficial
mutations that affect morphology.”

- Jonathan Wells

- Jonathan Wells, Icons of Evolution (Washington: Regnery, 2000), 182.



*Main Argument against
Darwinism

 The Concept
   of

 “Irreducible
Complexity”



Example #1 BACTERIAL
FLAGELLUM

Bacterial flagellum.
It’s “tail” acts as an
outboard motor.



Flagellum tail





Flagellum diagram



Rat trap



Rat trap diagram



Dead rat! DEATH TO RAT!



EXAMPLE #2 THE HUMAN
EYE



Human eye



“If it could be demonstrated that any
complex organ existed, which could
not possible have been formed by
numerous, successive, slight
modifications, my theory would
absolutely break down.”

- Charles Darwin
- Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle For Life

(New York: Penguin, 1958), 171.



“For You (God) formed my
inward parts; You wove
me in my mother’s
womb. I will give thanks
to You, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully
made…” Psalm 139:13



Example #3 Unintelligent
Natural Selection

Natural selection, by
definition, does not
“plan” for the future
such as in the formation
of eyes



Example #4 The Cell



Darwin’s Black Box



The Human Cell

  In Darwin’s day, the
human cell was
thought to be a very
simple organism.



Diagram of a human cell



DNA

DNA



“The job of t-RNA is to read that coded
message”

“Messenger RNA in effect carries a coded
message, spelled out in four letters: A, U, C,
and G”

HUM 300, History and Methods of Science, (475).



Genetic code chart



Transcription of DNA
• Transcription

– Information transport
– Uses RNA

• Process
– Unzip DNA
– RNA binds to exposed bases
– RNA moves out of nucleus (mRNA)



RNA

“Think of RNA as being
the “negative” of the
true picture, which is
the DNA”

HUM 300, History and Methods of Science, (474).



DNA

‘there is six feet of DNA coiled inside
every one of our body’s one hundred
trillion cells that contains a four-letter
chemical alphabet that spells out
precise assembly instructions for all the
proteins from which our bodies are
made’ – Lee Strobel



“Humans have twenty-three pairs
of chromosomes. On those
chromosomes there are some
more than one hundred
thousand genes.”

– John & Paul Feinberg



“DNA is like a software
program, only much 
more complex than 
anything we’ve ever 
devised” – Bill Gates



Probing Questions

BIG Questions:
A. Are intelligent, comprehendible messages self-

written?
B. Did Darwin have the current level of knowledge of

DNA when he published his theory?
C. What is the most plausible explanation for the

orderly arrangement of information found in DNA?
D. How could such a detailed process continue

throughout repeated generations if randomness
governs the Universe?



Darwinist Rebuttal

*“All living things on Earth use
the same genetic code” (475).

Q: How does this prove that Darwinism is true? It
could just as well be a common designer rather
than a common ancestor.



Seti pic



Spock!



Certain scientists use evidence of
design to determine whether life
exists on other planets but refuse to
apply that same criteria when
examining the origin of life on planet
earth…

What say ye?



Action Points
- What does God’s design teach us

about the problems we face?
- How can we gain comfort in

God’s visible design in the
universe?


