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JWs and Authority

• New World Translation
• Hell
• Watchtower Society: God’s

mouthpiece?



Is the Watchtower Society
God’s mouthpiece?

• Is their Bible (The New World
Translation), an accurate translation?



Nathan H. Knorr & F.W. Franz



Honesty in translation

• F.W. Franz (head of a secret committee of 7
translators), testified under oath:

A. He & Knorr had the final word in translation.
B. He was head of the Watchtower’s publicity

department.
C. Translations & interpretations came from

God, invisibly communicated by “angels of
various ranks who controlled the
translators.”

- Possible conflict of interests?
- John Ankerberg & John Weldon, The Facts on Jehovah’s Witnesses, 31.



Problems with the NWT

1. Lack of training in biblical languages: Franz
had 2 years of Greek (standard for seminary
students but insufficient for heavy-duty
translation).

2. Leadership of a religious organization (cult)
3. Leadership of the religious organization’s

(cult’s) publicity department
4. Perfect recipe for a conflict of interests



New World Translation
• What do recognized Greek scholars say

about the NWT?
• Dr. Julius Mantey, author of Hellenistic Greek

Reader:
“I have never read any New Testament so badly

translated as [NWT]. In fact, it is not their
translation at all. Rather, it is a distortion of
the NT. The translators used what J.B.
Rotherham had translated in 1893, in modern
speech, and changed the readings in scores
of passages to state what JWs believe &
teach. That is distortion, not translation.”

- Ibid, 32.



Dr. Bruce Metzger - Professor
of NT languages at Princeton

Theological Seminary

• “The Jehovah’s Witnesses have
incorporated in their translations of the
New Testament several quite erroneous
renderings of the Greek.”

- Ibid, 32.



Dr. Robert Countess - wrote
his PhD dissertation on the

NWT & Greek
• “[NWT] has been sharply unsuccessful in

keeping doctrinal considerations from
influencing the actual translation…It must be
viewed as a radically biased piece of work. At
some points it is actually dishonest. At others
it is neither modern nor scholarly. And
interwoven throughout its fabric is
inconsistent application of its own principles
enunciated in the Foreword and Appendix.”

- Ibid.



H.H. Rowley - British scholar

• “From beginning to end this volume is a
shining example of how the Bible
should not be translated…[the NWT] is
an insult to the Word of God.”

- Ibid.



NWT mistranslations:
Deity of Christ

• Titus 2:13 “While we wait for the happy
hope and glorious manifestation of the great
God and of (the) Savior of us, Christ Jesus”
(NWT).

• Titus 2:13 “waiting for our blessed hope,
the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ” (ESV).



NWT mistranslations:
Deity of Christ

• Colossians 1:17 “Also, he is before all [other]
things and by means of him all [other] things
were made to exist” (NWT).

• Colossians 1:17 “And he is before all things, and
in him all things hold together” (ESV).

Q: Why the mistranslation?
A: What do the JWs teach about the deity of Christ?
They teach that Jesus was God’s first creation. This

is twisting the text to fit a theological system.



NWT mistranslations:
Deity of Christ

• Colossians 2:9 “because it is in him that all
the fullness of the divine quality dwells
bodily” (NWT).

• Colossians 2:9 “For in him the whole
fullness of deity dwells bodily,” (ESV).



NWT mistranslations:
Deity of Christ

• John 1:1 “In [the] beginning the Word was,
and the Word was with God, and the Word
was a god” (NWT).

• John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God” (ESV).

…καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος.



JWs & The Doctrine of Hell
• Matthew 25:46 “And these will depart into everlasting

cutting-off, but the righteous ones into everlasting life”
(NWT).

• Matthew 25:46 “And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Q: Why the mistranslation?
A: JWs deny eternal punishment & teach the annihilation

of the wicked.
κόλασιν αἰώνιον- � infliction of suffering or pain in

chastisement, punishment, � transcendent retribution,
punishment

– W.F. Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, & Walter Bauer, A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and
other early Christian literature, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 555.



JWs & The Doctrine of Hell
• Ecclesiastes 9:5 “For the living know that they

will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have
no more reward, for the memory of them is
forgotten.”

• Always ask, “What is the context of this verse?”
Context of Ecclesiastes: Hopelessness of life

without God.
Immediate context: …9:6 “Their love and their hate

and their envy have already perished, and forever
they have no more share in all that is done under
the sun.”

The problems of this life; not whether hell exists.



Biblical words for Hell

• Sheol (Hebrew) - the abode of the dead
• Hades (Greek) - abode of the dead;

separation of the wicked and the righteous.
• Gehenna (Greek) - outer darkness, weeping,

gnashing of teeth, anguish because of fire
(Lk. 16:24),

• “Lake of fire/Second death” (NT) - Revelation
19:20b “…These two were thrown alive into the
lake of fire that burns with sulfur.” Rev. 20:14-15;
21:8



Scriptures on Hell

• enough to go into the fiery hell. Mt 5:22
• whole body to be thrown into hell. Mt 5:2
• for your whole body to go into hell. Mt 5:30
• destroy both soul and body in hell. Mt 10:28
• eyes and be cast into the fiery hell. Mt 18:9
• as much a son of hell as yourselves. Mt 23:15
• you escape the sentence of hell? Mt 23:33
• your two hands, to go into hell, Mk 9:43
• your two feet, to be cast into hell, Mk 9:4
• two eyes, to be cast into hell, Mk 9:47



Scriptures on Hell

• Revelation 14:10-11 “He also will drink the wine of
God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his
anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of
the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up
forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night,
these worshipers of the beast and its image, and
whoever receives the mark of its name.”

• Revelation 21:8 “But as for the cowardly, the faithless,
the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be
in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the
second death.”



Scriptures on Hell

• Luke 3:17 “His winnowing fork is in his hand, to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

• Luke 12:5 “But I will warn you whom to fear: fear
him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast
into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!”



JW Failed Prophecies

• Q: How can the Watchtower Society speak
for God when the Society was wrong in its
predictions in 1874, 1925, 1975, & other
times?

• “the second coming of the Lord began in
1874.” Creation (Watchtower publication)

• “The Scriptural proof is that the second
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ began in
1874.” Prophecy (Watchtower publication)

- Ron Rhodes, Reasoning from the Scriptures, 341, 344.



Do true prophets change their minds?

• Charles Taze Russell (in 1888), “within the
coming 26 years all present governments will
be overthrown and dissolved…the full
establishment of the Kingdom of God will be
accomplished by the end of A.D. 1914.”
Studies in the Scriptures

• Since Russell’s prophecy didn’t come to pass,
doesn’t it make him a false prophet?

- Ron Rhodes, Reasoning from the Scriptures, 345, 346.



The return of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob & the prophets

• 1917 issue of The Watchtower, “There will be
no slip-up…Abraham should enter upon the
actual possession of his promised inheritance
in the year 1925 A.D.”

• 1923 issue of The Watchtower, “1925 is
definitely settled by the Scriptures.”

• 1924 issue of The Watchtower, “The year
1925 is a date definitely and clearly marked in
the Scriptures, even more clearly than that of
1914.”

- Ron Rhodes, Reasoning from the Scriptures, 347.



Date changes

• Date change - 1975 to bring the end of time
• 1976 issue of The Watchtower, “It is not

advisable for us to set our sights on a certain
date…it was not the word of God that failed or
deceived him and brought disappointment,
but that his own understanding was based on
wrong premises.”

• JWs were told 1975 and then chastised for
basing their beliefs on the wrong premises.
This is a textbook example of brainwashing.

- Ron Rhodes, Reasoning from the Scriptures, 349-350..



How to speak with JWs

1) Be loving: Remember they’re people
2) Be patient: Don’t have a chip on your

shoulder
3) Be engaging: Ask probing questions
4) Be intentional: Ask if you can share

your faith also
5) Be specific: Use the Law to bring the

knowledge of sin



Any questions?



Next week!

• October 9 - The Existence of God &
the Problem of Pain


