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Main Idea: Grace is not an

opportunity to earn salvation; grace is
the opportunity to receive salvation.
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Beginnings
• Charles Taze Russell started the sect in the

1870s.
• The Watchtower Society has leaders who

wield absolute spiritual control.
• The Bible teaches the ‘priesthood of the

believer’ 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

• Q: If men wrote the Bible to gain power, why
would they invent an idea of freedom in
Christ?



What attracts people to
JWs?

1) Claims to offer divine guidance
2) Claims to provide genuine solutions to life’s

problems
3) Stresses moral and family values

Q: What does this say about evangelical
churches?

- John Ankerberg & John Weldon, The Facts on Jehovah’s Witnesses (Eugene, OR: Harvest
House, 1988), 10.



Central beliefs

a. God’s guidance only comes through
the Watchtower Society

b. Only JWs have the Truth and only
they are God’s people

c. Therefore, all other denominations are
false and are controlled by Satan



Central beliefs

• “We belong to NO earthly organization…We
adhere to that heavenly organization…All the
saints now living or that ever lived during this
age, belong to OUR CHURCH
ORGANIZATION: such are all ONE
CHURCH, and there is NO OTHER
recognized by the Lord.”

- Watchtower, March 1, 1979, p.16, In, John Ankerberg & John Weldon, The Facts on Jehovah’s
Witnesses, 13.



Why do JWs not serve in the military,
salute the flag, celebrate holidays or

accept blood transfusions?
• “Do you want to be a part of Satan’s world or are

you for God’s new system?…getting out of Babylon
the Great, the world empire of false religion…also
means having nothing to do with the religious
celebrations of the world.”

- You can live forever in Paradise on Earth (Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1982), 212.

Q: Eating blood is condemned in the Bible…but how
is receiving a blood transfusion the same thing?

Q: What are the fallacies of this reasoning?
A: Why can’t you be in the world but not of it?
Romans 13 & legitimizes law enforcement & military

service under the rule of law.



JW Theology

• Denial of the Trinity - “The Christian God was
the devil himself.” - Charles Taze Russell,
founder of JWs

- Ankerberg & John Weldon, The Facts on Jehovah’s Witnesses, 18.

• Claim: The Trinity is “unreasonable” so it
cannot be true.

• Response: Just because we can’t fully
understand something doesn’t make it untrue
or unreasonable…unless we’re assuming that
we have the capacity to fully understand
everything.



“This illustration shows the dual nature of light,
which acts like both particles and waves. In a
new experiment reported in November 2012,
researchers observed light photons acting like
both particles and waves simultaneously.”

The point: Just because we don’t understand
everything about light doesn’t mean we deny it

• http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/05/light-particle-wave-quantum-nonlocality_n_2076011.html



(Check out our study on the Trinity)

• http://www.rockymountbaptistchurch.co
m/media/messages/2011/2011-11-09-
trinity-1.php



Is Jesus Michael the archangel?
• JW claim: “Christ Jesus received immortality as a

reward for his faithful course of action [on earth]…”
This is because “any failure on his part would have
meant eternal death [extinction] for him.”

• Response: Hebrews 13:8 ‘Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever.’ Hebrews 4:15 ‘For
we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin.’

• Jesus never needed to earn his own salvation
because he was, and is, sinless.

- John Ankerberg, The Facts on JWs, 22.



Is Jesus Michael the archangel?
• Jude 9 - Michael the archangel
• Daniel 10:3 Michael “one of the great princes.”
• 1 Thessalonians 4:16 “For the Lord Himself will

come down from heaven, with a loud command, with
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.”

Q: Does this verse say that Jesus is Michael the
archangel?

Q: Does the Lord come down alone OR could He be
accompanied by His angels?

Q: If angels are servants of God, then why couldn’t
God use Michael to announce His coming?



Is Jesus Michael the archangel?
• JWs believe “the angel Michael was changed into the

mortal man Jesus, thus ceasing to be an angel. Later
the man Jesus was changed into an improved and
immortal version of the angel Michael. This happened
when God re-created the man Jesus after His death.
The JWs deny the physical resurrection of
Christ…teaching instead that when God ‘re-created’
Jesus He made Him an immortal angel. Jesus no
longer existed and Michael had no access to Jesus’
earthly body. As Russell wrote, “the man Jesus is
dead, forever dead.”

Q: How would you respond?
A: 1 Timothy 2:5 “is one God and one mediator between

God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
- Ankerberg, 23.



Will only 144,000 make it to
heaven?

• If so, the following is true:
• All are male
• All are male virgins
• All are Jewish male virgins
• All Jewish male virgins who have no lie on

their lips (Revelation 7, 14).
• Therefore, no women or Gentiles will make it

to heaven.
• 1.2 million+ JWs in the U.S. (over the limit)
• 7.6 million+ JWs worldwide (over the limit)
• But Rev. 7:9-17 teaches….



Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no

one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were
standing around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before
the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”



Revelation 7:9-17
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,

“Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
from where have they come?” 14 I said to him,
“Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These
are the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 “Therefore they are before the throne of
God, and serve him day and night in his
temple; and he who sits on the throne will
shelter them with his presence.



Revelation 7:9-17
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst

anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor
any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the
midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living
water, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”



JWs and Salvation
• Three different classes
First class: 144,000
Second class: People who live on the new earth

in physical bodies and are ruled over by
Jesus/Michael and the 144,000.

Third class: Non JWs who have been good
enough that they get a second chance after
death. They will be recreated and live on the
earth in the new millennium. If they reach
perfection during this time, they will be given
life beyond it.

*It’s Ephesians 2:8-9 turned on its head.



JWs and Salvation

• JWs understand ‘grace’ as the
opportunity to earn your salvation.

Q: How does this understanding of grace
shape your relationship with God?



JWs and Hell

• Week after next! October 2, 2013.



Any questions?


