
Through the Eyes of Jesus: Desiring God – Matthew 5:6                       09.15.13 
 
Main Idea: Desiring God is to desire to be in a right relationship with Him. This one thing truly 
satisfies the desires of the human heart.  
 
Righteous questions: 
Q: What is righteousness?  
1. Righteousness is to be in a right standing/                         with God 
2. This right standing/relationship with God comes by grace through faith.  
 
J.I. Packer: “Whereas forgiveness is the negative side of salvation, justification is the positive 
side. To justify is to declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus Christ. It is a forensic 
(legal) act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous on the basis of the blood of 
Christ. The major emphasis of justification is positive and involves two main aspects. It involves 
the pardon and removal of all sins and the end of separation from God (Acts 13:39; Rom. 4:6–7; 
5:9–11; 2 Cor. 5:19). It also involves the bestowal of righteousness upon the believing person 
and “a title to all the blessings promised to the just.”1 
 
Q: What does it mean to hunger and thirst after righteousness?  
A: It means desiring to               God, love Him, make Him known to others, and                        
follow Him with every fiber of your being.  
 
Q: What does “and they shall be filled” refer to? 
A: God will meet the deepest needs & desires of those He fills because: 

1. They know their                     have been forgiven–Eph. 1:7 
2. They know their               as ambassadors of Christ–2 Cor. 5:20 
3. They know         they’re here: to bring glory to God–Ecc. 12:13  
4. They know                  they’re going when they die–1 John 5:13 

 
How do I go about desiring God? 

• Refuse to take the world’s                 for what doesn’t satisfy. 
 

• Feed yourself a                    spiritual diet.  
 
Components of a healthy spiritual diet:  

• Regular, personal Bible intake: personal devotions, small group Bible study, & corporate 
worship.  

 
• Redeem your driving time with Christian music and teaching/preaching podcasts. 

  
• Regular times of ministry & evangelism to “the least of these.” 

 
 
Key: relationship/know/obediently/sins/identity/why/where/bait/healthy 

                                       
1 J. I. Packer, “Justification,” in Walter A. Elwell, ed., Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984), 594, 
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• Feed yourself a healthy spiritual diet.  
 
Components of a healthy spiritual diet:  

• Regular, personal Bible intake: personal devotions, small group Bible study, & corporate 
worship.  
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