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Romans 9:1-5
 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying;

my conscience bears me witness in the Holy
Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for
the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to
the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving
of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To
them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God
over all, blessed forever. Amen.



Popular questions

 What’s the deal with Jews and money?
 Could the Antichrist be Jewish?
 Why have the Jews been so persecuted?



What is Judaism?
 ‘Judaism does not revolve around a set of

doctrines or a plan of salvation. Instead, it is a
prescription for living. The crucial question in
Judaism is, What do you practice? Or What
are you doing with your life? Not What do you
believe?’

 “Judaism is a religion based on relationships:
God’s relationship with the human person, a
person’s relationship with God, people’s
individual relationships with each other, and
the chosen people’s relationship with other
nations. All these relationships are based on
rules and traditions that are said to have
originated with God.” - Winfried Corduan

(Neighboring Faiths, 63).



Jewish history in a nutshell



Judaism & Christianity

 Jews are still Jews even if they are non-
religious.

 Only those who make a personal choice to
follow Christ are Christians.



Branches of Judaism
 Hasidic - God is not found in studying and

obeying the law. Rather, God is found
inside the person and is manifested through
singing and dancing.

-Corduan, 77.



Reform Judaism

 Does not see traditional forms as
authoritative. Initially opposed creating a
separate Jewish homeland. Men and women
sit together at worship.

 A “Westernized” or “Americanized”
Judaism

 Supports liberal causes



Conservative Judaism

 Maintain the basics of following Jewish
law while dressing to ‘fit in’ Western
culture.



Orthodox Judaism

 Dietary law - No milk and meat, no non
kosher foods: catfish, pork, shrimp,
crabs-must have fins & scales, cloven
hoof & chews cud.

 Sabbath keeping
 Dress: side curls of hair (Lev. 19:27).
 Prayer: 3 times per day



 Four rites of passage:
1. Birth
2. Bar Mitzvah
3. Marriage
4. Death



Jewish practices

 Sabbath: Friday night-Saturday
 Rosh Hashanah: Jewish new year in

September or October
 Yom Kippur: Day of Atonement
 Passover: Deliverance from Egypt



Things to remember when
witnessing to Jews

 Don’t assume they believe in the authority of
the Old Testament.

 They may take your witnessing attempt as
saying Jewish culture is inferior.

 Remember Jewish persecution by “Christians”
(Crusaders). John 19:36 “My kingdom is not of
this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my
servants would have been fighting, that I might not
be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is
not from the world.”

 David Berlinksi was asked, “Why don’t you
become a Christian?” He answered, “Because my
father would kill me…and he’s been dead for a
number of years.”



Things to remember in witnessing
to Jews

 If you’re an Orthodox Jew and you
convert to Christianity, your family has a
funeral for you.

*Elsie Chlore



Things to remember in witnessing
to Jews

 Give the thumbs up to the writings of Moses
(Torah-first 5 books of the OT).

 Use The Law to bring the knowledge of sin
(Romans 3:19-20)

 Romans 3:19-20 Now we know that whatever the
law says it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God.
20 For by works of the law no human being will be
justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.



Top two Messiah Texts/Prophecies

Isaiah 53 - The Suffering Servant
for the sins of others

Psalm 22 - Vivid detail of the
Messiah’s future death



Messianic Prophecies

   Jeremiah 23:5
Fulfilled – Luke 1:31–33;
Romans 1:3

5.     That he would be from
the house of David

  Genesis 49:10
Fulfilled – Heb. 7:14; Rev.
5:5

 4.   That he would be from
the tribe of Judah

Genesis 12:3, 7; 17:7
Fulfilled – Gal. 3:16

3.     That he would be from
the line of  Abraham

Isaiah 7:14
Fulfilled – Matt. 1:20

2.     That he would be born
of a virgin

Genesis 3:15
Fulfilled – Gal. 4:4

1.     That he would be born
of a woman



Messianic Prophecies

Micah 5:2
Fulfilled –  Matt.
2:5–6; Luke 2:4–6
Mt 2:1

9.     That he would be
born in Bethlehem

Isaiah 7:14
Fulfilled – Matt. 1:23

8.     That he would be
called Emmanuel

Daniel 2:44; 7:14,
27; Micah 4:7
Fulfilled – Luke 1:33

7.     That this throne
would be an eternal
throne

2 Samuel 7:11–12;
Psalm 132:11; Isaiah
9:6–7; 16:5;
Jeremiah. 23:5
Fulfilled – Luke 1:32

6.     That he would be
given the throne of
David



Messianic Prophecies

Jeremiah 31:15
Fulfilled – Matt.
2:16–18

12.     That his
birthplace would
suffer a massacre
of infants

Numbers 24:8;
Hosea. 11:1
Fulfilled – Matt.
2:15

11.     That he
would be in Egypt
for a season

Psalm 72:10;
Isaiah 60:3, 6, 9
Fulfilled – Matt.
2:11

10.     That he
would be
worshiped by wise
men and presented
with gifts



Questions?



Additional notes



Q# What was the Messiah to
bring?

 New Covenant:
- Jeremiah 31:31-34
- Fulfilled Matt 26:27



1st century Misconceptions of a
Messiah

 400 years of silence

 Military conqueror

Q# Wasn’t the Messiah to suffer?



In the Beginning…

1. Creation
Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created the heavens

and the earth.”
“…it was good.”
“God saw all that He had made, and behold,

it was very good. And there was evening
and morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31).



 Fall of man - Genesis 3
 Curse falls on the earth and human relationships -

Genesis 3
 God provides atonement (blood sacrifice)
Atonement = “to cover”
Salvation/Deliverance = to deliver from danger
 Genesis 3:20-21 Now the man called his wife’s

name Eve, because she was the mother of all
the living. 21 The Lord God made garments of
skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.



Cain & Abel: Genesis 4

 Abel offered blood sacrifice in faith
 Cain offered produce without faith
 Cain murders Abel
 Eve has another son named “Seth”
Genesis 4:26 “…Then men began to call upon

the name of the Lord.”



Noah’s Flood: Genesis 6-7
 Reason for the flood: Unrestrained violence
 Genesis 6:11 “Now the earth was corrupt in the

sight of God, and the earth was filled with
violence. God looked on the earth, and behold, it
was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way
upon the earth. Then God said to Noah, “The
end of all flesh has come before Me; for the
earth is filled with violence because of them; and
behold, I am about to destroy them from the
earth.”



Rainbow Covenant

 Genesis 9 - Rainbow symbolized God’s
promise to never again destroy the
earth’s inhabitants with a flood

 Institution of capital punishment:
“Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his

blood shall be shed, for in the image of
God He made man” (Genesis 9:6)



Noah’s sons

 Shem = Fertile Crescent
 Ham = Cush: Ethiopia
 Japheth = Europe



Lessons from Noah’s Flood

1. Sin/Rebellion brings judgment
2. God provides a way of escape
3. God takes murder/violence

serious



The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)
Reason for building

 Genesis 11:3 “They said to one another,
“Come, let us make bricks and burn them
thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone,
and they used tar for mortar. They said,
“Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and
a tower whose top will reach into heaven,
and let us make for ourselves a name,
otherwise we will be scattered abroad over
the face of the whole earth.”



Josephus: Jewish oral tradition

 Tower of Babel
was build so that
they could survive
another flood.



Tower of Babel theory #2

 Ziggurat tower intended for communication
with the God/gods



Tower of Babel: Summary

 Either way, rebellion against God was the
primary motivation

 God confused the language (Genesis 11:9)
and “from there the Lord scattered them
abroad over the face of the whole earth.”



Important figures in Genesis

 Abraham: Father of the Hebrews and
Arabs

                                   Abraham believed 
that God had 
the power to 
raise Isaac from 
the dead



Messianic Prophecy to Abram

Genesis 12:2-3 “And I will make you
a great nation, And I will bless you,
And make your name great; And so
you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will
bless those who bless you, And the
one who curses you I will curse. And
in you all the families of the earth
will be blessed.”



Hebrew Captivity in Egypt

 Probable Exodus date: 1446 B.C.E.

 Hebrew faith: Animal sacrifice provides
a temporary “pushing back” of the
penalty of sin until the coming of the
Messiah.



Mosaic Law: Ten
Commandments

1: 'You shall have no other gods before Me.'   
2: 'You shall not make for yourself a carved image-

-any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth.'  

3: 'You shall not take the name of the LORD your
God in vain.'  

4: 'Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.’
5: 'Honor your father and your mother.’
6: 'You shall not murder.'   



Mosaic Law: Ten
Commandments

7: 'You shall not commit adultery.’
8: 'You shall not steal.’
9: 'You shall not bear false witness against

your neighbor.’
10: 'You shall not covet your neighbor's

house; you shall not covet your neighbor's
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor's.'



Conquest of Canaan: Canaanite
Religion

 Ritual prostitution
 Ritual child sacrifice: Molech, Milcom
 Ritual bestiality
 Ritual orgies
*All the bizarre practices God forbade for

Israel in the Torah were practiced by the
Canaanites

Point = Sin brings Judgment



The Book of Judges: Hebrew
Bible

 “…every man did that which was right in
his own eyes.”

 A steady degeneration of morality
Cycle in the time of the Judges:
1. Rebellion against God
2. God permits invasion & oppression
3. People cry out to God
4. God provides deliverance via Judges



Israel’s Kings
 King Saul: Insecure, example of a man

controlled by public opinion.
 King David: Israel’s greatest king
 King Solomon
- Intermarried with pagans for political reasons
- Kingdom split upon his death
- Planted the seeds of destruction for the Hebrew

nation.
- Wrote one of the greatest philosophical treatises

in antiquity “Ecclesiastes”
- “Vanity of vanities” “…under the sun.”
= Illustrates the danger of human reasoning

without God.



Assyrians Facts
1. The first organized “Terrorist” Nation
2. First to develop siege warfare
3. Have an entire book of the Hebrew Bible

dedicated to them (Nahum)

Fall of Israel (10 Northern
Tribes) from the Assyrians



The Assyrians (1000 - 612 B.C.E.)



The Assyrians (1000 - 612 B.C.E.)



Battle of Carchemish: End of
Assyrian power (605 B.C.E.)

 Battle of Carchemish



Fall of the Southern Kingdom (Judah)

586 B.C. Jerusalem falls
Solomon’s Temple destroyed
Nebuchadnezzar carries away

captives to Babylon



Micah to Matthew -              The
400 Years of Silence

 Prophet Micah

 Rejection of prophets by Jews



Hellenizing of Palestine
 Alexander the Great 356-323 B.C.E.
- Died in Babylon
“…to the strongest.”

Impact of Alexander’s Empire
 Hellenized culture
 Spread of the Greek language




