
SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH
BUDDHISTS PART 2

Main Idea: Jesus Christ offers
something far greater than Nirvana.
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JESUS VS. BUDDHA
a. Jesus was a strict monotheist, and Gautama was not a

monotheist.
b. For Jesus the root problem confronting humankind is

sin; for Gautama it is ignorance.
c. The one creator God became incarnate in Jesus of

Nazareth; Gautama was a human being who is said to
have been the human manifestation of the Buddha
essence or Dharmakaya.

d. Whereas Gautama presents teachings and practices
leading to enlightenment, Jesus does not merely teach
the way to reconciliation with God - he himself is the
Way to salvation.

Keith Yandell & Harold Netland, Buddhism: A Christian Exploration and Appraisal, 195-212.



ESSENTIALS OF BUDDHISM

• To be a Buddhist is to take
refuge in the Three Jewels:

1. The Buddha (The
Enlightened One)

2. The Dharma (Teaching)
3. The Sangha (Community)



Q# WHAT IS NIRVANA?
“Literally, the “blowing out” of the flame of desire
and the negation of suffering.
     Fritz Ridenour, So What’s The Difference? A Look at 20 Worldviews (Regal: Ventura, 2001), 99.

“Nirvana is not nothing or nonbeing, but neither is
it anything that has being. It is beyond our
categories of existence or thought.” Corduan, 319.

*Buddha rejected the Hindu Vedas and
Upanishads because they “were of no help in
finding the way to Nirvana. He also denied
that man has an atman (soul), which is part of
the Brahman (world soul), and that the
present world is maya (unreal).”

 Fritz Ridenour, So What’s The Difference? 100.



Q: What proof is there that the Buddha
actually achieved ‘Enlightenment’?

A: Only his word that he achieved a certain
state of mind.

Q: What proof is there that Jesus rose from
the dead?

A: Prophecy, change in the disciples, enemy
testimony, etc.

Q: Which is easier to claim? Achieving a
state of mind or being physically raised
from the dead?

A: Anyone can claim to achieve a state of
mind. It is non-verifiable. An empty tomb
is verifiable.



Q# WHERE DID SUFFERING
ORIGINATE?

Q# What factors were present?

Q# Did one act set in motion the wheels of
suffering?

Q# If so, who is to blame?



Where did suffering originate?
Q# If humanity was the cause of suffering can humanity also

be the cure?
*Everyone in a pit…from where does Deliverance come?

= Outside the pit
Q# Who is outside the pit of human existence/suffering?

= Since suffering is “real” then Deliverance must come
from something or someone “real.”

us, the best explanation would be Deliverance via a
Person or “Savior.”

*How can Teachings/Doctrines that have no connection to a
living entity provide Deliverance from Suffering? = Mere
“Teachings” can suffice only if suffering is an
intellectual/mental condition.



Believe nothing because
a wise man said it...

Believe nothing because
it is generally held as true...

Believe nothing because
it is written...

Believe nothing because
it is said to be divine...
Believe nothing because

someone else believes it...
Believe only what you

yourself judge to be true.
- the Buddha



Truth & Buddhism

• Truth comes from within: Thus, truth
is attained via looking inside oneself

• Truth is NOT a person

• Truth is subjective

• “Be lights unto yourselves” - Buddha

Q: How would such a view of truth affect ethical
decisions?



Homage to Him, the Exalted,
the Worthy, the Fully

Enlightened One.

To do no evil; To cultivate good; To
purify one's mind: This is the teaching

of the Buddhas.
-The Dhammapada

Q: How could you use this Buddhist belief as
a springboard for the Gospel?



6) POINT OF LIFE IN
BUDDHISM

• Reaching Enlightenment.
Q: How does one reach Enlightenment?
A: Simply put, personal meditation.
Q: What differences would you expect in a life

dedicated to Enlightenment vs. Evangelism?
A: One is profoundly self-centered; the other is

profoundly God-focused, grace-driven &
others centered.


