
The Problem of Evil part 6: The Greatest Evil & the Ultimate Good    Hebrews 2:10-18    05.19.13 
 

Main Idea: Jesus, the innocent one, suffered the greatest evil in order to bring the greatest good 
to the guiltiest ones.  
 

Theological questions: 
Q: Was it God’s plan for Jesus to die on the cross?  
A: Yes (Luke 22:22; Matthew 18:7; Acts 2:23, 4:27-28; 1 Peter 1:18-21. Adam & Eve’s sin in 
the Garden of Eden didn’t catch God by surprise. Neither was Jesus’ death on a cross God’s 
contingency operation.  
 
Q: What purpose could God have in such a plan? 
A: “God judged it better to bring good out of evil than to allow no evil to exist.” – Augustine 
(Enchiridion, 27). 
“O fortunate fault (felix culpa), which merited so great a redeemer!” – Thomas Aquinas (Summa 
Theologiae III.1.3.3). 
“Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more” – Apostle Paul, (Romans 5:20). 
 
God’s response to evil:  

1) Sent Jesus to become one of us – 2:14 
• Experience the                     human condition 

 
What did Jesus experience by coming as one of us? 

• Undeserved                          – Matt. 26:48-49 
 

• Undeserved                          abuse – Matt. 26:65 
 

• Undeserved                          abuse – Matt. 26:66 
 

• Undeserved                          abuse – Matt. 26:67-68 
 

• Undeserved                          from God – Matt. 27:46-46 
 
What was the purpose of Jesus experiencing such evil? 

2) Experience what sinful humans never could – 2:14 
• Destroy the power of                        – 2:14-15 

 
• Destroy the power of the                         – 2:14-15  

 
• Deliver us from the wrath of God via making “propitiation” = becoming a substitute in 

taking the punishment of another – 2:17 
 

• Identify with us so that we can be                             in the midst of suffering – 2:17 
 

• Identify with us so that we can have                         of victory over our temptations – 2:18 
 
Key: full/betrayal/emotional/mental/physical/silence/death/devil/comforted/hope 
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the Garden of Eden didn’t catch God by surprise. Neither was Jesus’ death on a cross God’s 
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Q: What purpose could God have in such a plan? 
A: “God judged it better to bring good out of evil than to allow no evil to exist.” – Augustine 
(Enchiridion, 27). 
“O fortunate fault (felix culpa), which merited so great a redeemer!” – Thomas Aquinas (Summa 
Theologiae III.1.3.3). 
“Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more” – Apostle Paul, (Romans 5:20). 
 
God’s response to evil:  

1) Sent Jesus to become one of us – 2:14 
• Experience the full human condition 

 
What did Jesus experience by coming as one of us? 

• Undeserved betrayal – Matt. 26:48-49 
 

• Undeserved emotional abuse – Matt. 26:65 
 

• Undeserved mental abuse – Matt. 26:66 
 

• Undeserved physical abuse – Matt. 26:67-68 
 

• Undeserved silence from God – Matt. 27:46-46 
 
What was the purpose of Jesus experiencing such evil? 

2)  Experience what sinful humans never could – 2:14 
• Destroy the power of death – 2:14-15 

 
• Destroy the power of the Devil – 2:14-15  

 
• Deliver us from the wrath of God via making “propitiation” = becoming a substitute in 

taking the punishment of another – 2:17 
 

• Identify with us so that we can be comforted in the midst of suffering – 2:17 
 

• Identify with us so that we can have hope of victory over our temptations – 2:18 


