
SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH
HINDUS

Main Idea: !ere is peace in Jesus
Christ.

Acts 17 - Paul’s approach
Apologetics

05.08.13



Upanishads:
In the beginning “death”

Ch 2:1 In the beginning there was nothing
here at all. Death alone covered this
completely, as did hunger; for what is
hunger but death?

= In the beginning DEATH

(Upanishads, 7)











1) ORIGINS OF HINDUISM

• Known as the world’s oldest religion

• Invasion around 1500 B.C.E.
(Caucasian Invasion)

• Brought with them a “caste” system of
society

• Elaborate religious system



pic



1) ORIGINS OF HINDUISM

Estimated Membership
Worldwide: 900 million
United States: 1 million

Name: Created by Westerners simply
meaning “the religion of India”

Winfried Corduan, Neighboring Faiths (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2012), 267.



1) Hinduism & other religions



What does it mean to be Hindu?

1.  Regard the Vedas (the early sacred
writings) as divinely inspired and
authoritative

2.  Accept the caste system
3. Respect the veneration of the various

levels of deities and spirits, including
the protection of cows.

 Winfried Corduan, Neighboring Faiths (Downers Grove: Intervarsity, 1998), 189.



2) GOD IN HINDUISM
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Main/Central Hindu gods

“god-core”
1) Brahma – creator?
2) Vishnu – preserver of cosmic and religious order
3) Shiva – the destroyer
*Shiva’s R-rated test for obesiance between the three

(Corduan, 290).



The Trimurti:
Vishnu……Shiva……Brahma



NUMBER OF HINDU GODS

•Total gods = around 330 million.
•“Just saying all of their names at

the rate of five seconds a name
would take fifty-two years.”

–  Corduan, 201.



2) GOD IN HINDUISM:
BRAHMAN

• Universe emanates from him
• Impersonal
• Unknowable
• Reality - “physical world is not reality,” thus ONLY

Brahman is Reality
*transcendence? Kind of but in a totally di!erent

understanding
*Christianity - God is entirely “other” yet views the material

world as real.
• Can be worshipped/followed via other (millions) gods
• Is in no way comparable to the God of the Bible, Torah or

Qur’an



3) HUMANITY IN HINDUISM

•Atman, understood as “true self.”
• !is “true self” is not a part of the

world, as we know it, but actually a
part of Brahman.

• You are all “li"le gods” (Pantheism)



4) WORSHIP/LIFESTYLE

Three connecting practices of all Hindus:
“Three Debts”:
1) Debts to the rishis (the ancient recorders

of the Vedas)
2) Debts to the gods
3) Debts to the ancestors

-Jesus paid our debt



Suttee



Drinking holy water from the
Ganges



Skewers of Muruga



Christian persecution



Hindu Temple Worship
In order to correctly understand Hindu

worship, one must clearly understand
the distinction between the statues and
the actual residence of the gods:

…The gods live in the statues. The
temples, and more specifically, the
statues, are the actual home address of
these gods.

–  Corduan, 208.



5) SIN & SALVATION



Three paths to attaining knowledge
1) Discipline - asceticism (extreme self-

denial)
2) Discipline - karma (duty to caste)
3) Devotion - bhakti (devotion to the

gods). Supposedly protects from
greed.



Hinduism: Caste System

• Sanskrit word for “caste” is varna,
meaning “color.” = It was
undoubtedly an attempt to further
subjugate the defeated, darker-skinned
Indians by their lighter-skinned,
Aryan conquerors.



HINDUISM: CASTE SYSTEM

• Caste system diagram



HINDUISM: CASTE SYSTEM

• Twice born – can be identified by a cord looped
around one shoulder which hangs down to the
waist. "e thread symbolizes their supposed
twice-born status.

• Physical contact between the Shudras and the
upper 3 classes results in the upper classes
becoming “defiled.”

• An upper-caste person can be defiled by even the
shadow of an untouchable.





HINDUISM: REINCARNATION

• Reincarnation, “samsara” meaning ‘wanderings’
or ‘existence.’

• Western mindset: Reincarnation means I get
another chance.

• Hindu mindset: Reincarnation means slavery.
• Karma is THE determining factor in the process

of reincarnation.
• Karma is essentially the law of cause and e!ect or

the law of moral causation. It exacts a one to one
reciprocation of one’s deeds, whether they be
good or bad.



KARMA FACTS

• “"us the goal of Hinduism became
finding release from samsara.” In other
words, it is finding a way of release o! the
spinning gerbil wheel of karma/samsara.

–  Corduan, 197.

• Put another way, “the Hindu’s idea of
salvation is, therefore, a desire to merge
with the Infinite and, in a sense, lose his or
her personality in the Infinite.”

–  L.T. Jeyachadran, 162.



KARMA FACTS

1. "ere is no way to gauge it
2. "ere are no assurances
3. "ere are no specific prescriptions – maybe just

one mistake will cause hundreds of rebirths as a
snake or cockroach.

4. When su!ering from bad Karma, there is no
remedy other than to su!er until the bad
Karma has been “worked o!.”

• Hence the name, “wanderings.”



HINDUISM: KARMA &
COMPASSION?

• Karma teaches that a person’s present situation is
based solely on their PERFORMANCE in a past
life. Given this understanding, why should I feel
compassion for or try to alleviate one’s su!ering
when their life situation is merely “justice served
cold?” Why should I try to undo the e!ects of
common sense cause and e!ect?

• "us, human su!ering is largely considered a
non-issue.

Point = Humanitarian aid in India is virtually
ALL Western-based, funded and operated.



The 
Jesus Temple
in New Delhi.

JESUS TEMPLE



7) Point of life



Moksha – "e ultimate aim of all Hindus is to escape
from cycle of birth and death and to make an
individual a better person, so that he/she can live
harmoniously in this world and seek union with God.

"is escape or liberation is called Moksha, and it is a kind
of salvation. If a person takes good actions in life and
thus builds good karma, he or she will be born into a
better life in the next incarnation.  "is cycle of birth
and death continues until a person reaches moksha.



8) HOW TO WITNESS TO A
HINDU

• Avoid references to hunting
• Remember eggs are considered meat
• Be sensitive to exploitation of India by British

“Christians”
• Emphasize the work of Christ
• Emphasize salvation through Christ vs. the cycle

of samsara.
• Emphasize the freedom from fear that Christ

gives vs. fear of demons, idols, karma, etc.
• Remember that “Christianity is not about

fulfillment but about salvation from sin and its
e!ects.” - Win Corduan

Neighboring Faiths 2nd edition (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2012), 309.



QUESTIONS ON HINDUISM

Q: Are all things “unified” or part of an
“ultimate unity?” = What about conflicting
belief systems?

How can they be a part of a contradiction-
less totality?

How can there be an undivided ultimate
reality when there is an obvious lack of
unity in most every sphere of human life?


