
The Problem of Evil part 4: The Silence of God       Psalm 22  05.05.13  
 
Main Idea: Even when God seems silent He is still sovereign. 
 
Blaise Pascal, “If there were no obscurity man would not feel his corruption; if there were no 
light man could not hope for a cure. Thus it is not only right but useful for us that God should be 
partly concealed and partly revealed, since it is equally dangerous for man to know God without 
knowing his own wretchedness as to know his wretchedness without knowing God.”1 
 
What to do when God seems silent: 
 
1) Be                       honest with God about your problems: Every Bible “hero” did it – Psalm 

22:1-2 
• God seems not to answer – 22:1-2 

 
• God seems not to answer you like He does for other people – 22:3-5 

 
• Others think my faith in God is useless – 22:6-8 

 
• My enemies seem to surround me – 22:12-13, 16-18 

 
• My health is deteriorating – 22:14-15 

 
 
 
2)                          God’s faithfulness – 22:19-21  

• Only God can deliver you – 22:19-21 
 
 
 
3)                        to God in the midst of your suffering – 22:22-26 

• Preach & live the Gospel in your suffering – 22:22-23 
 

• Humble yourself under the grace of God in your suffering – 22:24 
“God always uses problems in your life to strip away your pride”  
      – Pastor Kerry Shook 

• Praise God in your suffering – 22:25-26 
 
 
 
4)                 to God in faith to use your suffering for His glory – 22:27-31 
 
 
Key: Brutally/Remember/Run/Look 

                                       
1 Blaise Pascal, Pensees, revised ed., trans. A.J. Krailscheimer (London: Penguin, 1995), 446. 
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Main Idea: Even when God seems silent He is still sovereign. 
 
Blaise Pascal, “If there were no obscurity man would not feel his corruption; if there were no 
light man could not hope for a cure. Thus it is not only right but useful for us that God should be 
partly concealed and partly revealed, since it is equally dangerous for man to know God without 
knowing his own wretchedness as to know his wretchedness without knowing God.”2 
 
What to do when God seems silent: 
 
1)   Be brutally honest with God about your problems: Every Bible “hero” did it – Psalm 

22:1-2 
• God seems not to answer – 22:1-2 

 
• God seems not to answer you like He does for other people – 22:3-5 

 
• Others think my faith in God is useless – 22:6-8 

 
• My enemies seem to surround me – 22:12-13, 16-18 

 
• My health is deteriorating – 22:14-15 

 
 
2) Remember God’s faithfulness – 22:19-21  

• Only God can deliver you – 22:19-21 
 
 
 
3) Run to God in the midst of your suffering – 22:22-26 

• Preach & live the Gospel in your suffering – 22:22-23 
 

• Humble yourself under the grace of God in your suffering – 22:24 
 
“God always uses problems in your life to strip away your pride” – Pastor Kerry Shook 
 

• Praise God in your suffering – 22:25-26 
 
 
4) Look to God in faith to use your suffering for His glory – 22:27-31 
 
 
 
 

                                       
2 Blaise Pascal, Pensees, revised ed., trans. A.J. Krailscheimer (London: Penguin, 1995), 446. 


