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• Proverbs 14:15 e simple believes everything,
but the prudent gives thought to his steps.

• Proverbs 18:2 A fool takes no pleasure in
understanding, but only in expressing his
opinion.

• Proverbs 20:3 It is an honor for a man to keep
aloof from strife, but every fool will be
quarreling.

• Proverbs 26:12 Do you see a man who is wise in
his own eyes? ere is more hope for a fool than
for him.



• Proverbs 29:11 A fool gives full vent to his
spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back.

• Proverbs 29:20 Do you see a man who is
hasty in his words? ere is more hope for
a fool than for him.



• John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the
Jews who had believed him, “If
you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will
know the truth, and the truth will
set you free.”



REASONS FOR RESISTANCE

1) Emotional reasons - bad church
experiences, suffering, hell, etc.

2) Prejudice - their minds are already made
up (Acts 17)

3) Hard heartedness - John 3:19-20
• And this is the judgment: the light has come

into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their
works were evil. 20 For everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and does not
come to the light, lest his works should be
exposed.



THE BIBLE & HOMOSEXUALITY
• Skeptic: “People twist the Bible all the time to make

it say whatever they want.”
• Christian: “Very true. How does that relate to the

point I made about homosexuality?”
• Skeptic: “You’re doing the same thing!”
• Christian: “Aren’t you going to have to do more

than point out that some people twist the Bible?
You need to show how I’m actually twisting the
Bible. Have you studied these biblical passages
before?”

• Skeptic: “No/Yes.”
• Christian: “Then how do you know I’m twisting

them?”



WHEN A QUESTION IS NOT A
QUESTION

• “What gives you the right to say someone
else’s religion is wrong?”

*This is not a question - A good response
would be, “What do you mean by that?” or “I
get the impression you think I’ve made a
mistake here. Where did I go wrong?”

Koukl, 97.



“GOD DOESN’T TAKE SIDES!”

• Christian: “What do you think God’s opinion
is on our disagreement?”

• Skeptic: “God doesn’t take sides.”
• Christian: “So it sounds like God would be

on your side of this issue?”
• Skeptic: “I think so.”
• Christian: “Apparently God does take sides.”



“TO ERR IS HUMAN”
• Christian: “Do people always make mistakes? You

don’t seem to think you’ve made a mistake in
doubting the Bible.”

• Skeptic: “Um…”
• Christian: “If people don’t always make mistakes,

though, you can’t rule out the Bible just because
people wrote it, can you?”

*It’s not enough to dismiss the Bible simply by noting
that “men wrote it.” This, in itself, proves nothing. It
doesn’t follow that if people are capable of error,
they always will err. Taken at face value, this
objection is self-refuting.

Koukl, 115.



WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU
HEAR CRAZY TALK

1) Reduce their view to its ‘specific’ claim: “Let
me see if I understand you correctly…”

2) Ride out the idea as a test drive: “If I follow
your principle consistently, what implications
will it have for other issues? Will it produce a
‘truth’ that seems wrong or counterintuitive?
Will any absurd consequences result?

3) Recognize obvious problems with the idea.



CRIME & PUNISHMENT

• Claim: “Jesus would forgive!!!!”

• Finding the flaws: erefore, it would never be
right for a criminal to be punished. What about
Romans 13 which teaches that government is to
punish those who do evil?

• erefore: Even though Jesus might forgive
murderers, it doesn’t mean that it is always
wrong for the government to punish them.

• Greg Koukl, 147.



INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE =
GAY MARRIAGE??

1) Reduce: “We were wrong in the past on
one issue (interracial marriage).
erefore, we are wrong in the present on
a different issue.”



2) Ride out the idea as a test drive:
“Since the government was wrong endorsing

same-sex marriage in the present. is is
absurd because the same kind of reasoning
produces contradictory results: Same-sex
marriage is wrong, and same-sex marriage
is right.”

Greg Koukl, Tactics, p.148



3) Reassess: “You cannot argue
that because people were
wrong in the past, they are
wrong in the present about
another issue.”



JESUS FINDS THE FLAWS
• Matthew 12:24-29 “But when the Pharisees heard

it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of
demons, that this man casts out demons.”
25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no
city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 And
if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against
himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if
I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your
sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your
judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast
out demons, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you. 29 Or how can someone enter a strong
man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first
binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder
his house.”



• Reduce: “Jesus casts out demons by the
power of Satan.”

• Ride: “If Satan is the source of Jesus’
power, then Satan is casting out Satan,
destroying his own kingdom. is is
absurd.

• Reassess: Jesus’ power must not come from
Satan, but from God who opposes Satan.
ose who oppose Jesus, then, are not
opposing Satan, but God.

• Koukl, 149.



HOMOSEXUALITY:
“I WAS BORN THIS WAY.”

• Reduce: “Any ‘natural’ tendency or
behavior is morally acceptable.

• Ride: “If gay-bashing comes naturally for
someone, it must be okay. is is
obviously wrong.”

• Reassess: “Just because an impulse may be
or seem natural does not mean it’s moral.
You cannot justify homosexuality this way.



ABORTION

Q# If it’s acceptable to take the life of an
innocent human being on one side of the
birth canal, why forbid it on the other?

“A 7-inch journey cannot miraculously
transform a ‘non-human tissue mass’ into
a valuable human being.” - Greg Koukl &
Scott Klusendorf



ABORTION

• Claim: “I’m against abortion. I
believe its wrong but I don’t believe
that me or the government should
force our views on people.”

• Reduce: “I think its wrong to kill my
own children, but I don’t think we
should stop other people from killing
theirs.”

• Koukl, 155.



ENVIRONMENTALISM, DARWINISM
& EARTH DAY

• Most supporters are Darwinists.
• Most Darwinists are Naturalists (God does not

exist = Matter/nature is the only thing that
exists)

Q1: If Naturalism is true, why should anyone care?
Q2: If Naturalism is true, what is the most

“natural” condition of the universe?
*uniqueness of planet earth



Why would ‘Earth Day’ makes
sense for Christians, not atheists?

Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.”



QUESTIONS?



*This presentation is based on
Greg Koukl’s, Tactics.


