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Matthew 10:16

• Matthew 10:16 “Behold, I
am sending you out as sheep
in the midst of wolves, so be
wise as serpents and
innocent as doves.”



Proverbs 12:8 A man is commended according
to his good sense, but one of twisted mind is
despised.

Psalm 26:23 Prove me, O Lord, and try me;
test my heart and my mind. 3 For your
steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk
in your faithfulness.



Proverbs 15:14 The heart of him who has
understanding seeks knowledge, but the
mouths of fools feed on folly.

Proverbs 18:2 A fool takes no pleasure in
understanding, but only in expressing his
opinion.



• Proverbs 18:15 An intelligent heart acquires
knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks
knowledge.

• Proverbs 22:17 Incline your ear, and hear
the words of the wise, and apply your heart
to my knowledge,



• Matthew 22:37-38 And he said to him, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This
is the great and first commandment.

• Romans 1:28 And since they did not see fit to
acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased
mind to do what ought not to be done.



Romans 8:5-8
•  For those who live according to the flesh set

their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is
set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not
submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.



• Philippians 2:5 Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus,

• Colossians 3:2 Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things
that are on earth.



SKILLS OF AN AMBASSADOR

1) Knowledge: an informed mind

2)  Wisdom: an artful method

3)  Character: an attractive manner

Koukl, 91.



IDENTIFY VIEWS THAT
SELF-DESTRUCT

• C.S. Lewis, “They have
sawn off the branch
they are sitting on.”

• Koukl, 115



VIEWS THAT SELF-DESTRUCT
• “Woman gives birth to her own father.”
• “All English sentences are false.”
• “There is no truth.”
- (Is this statement true?)
• “There are no absolutes.”
- (Is this an absolute?)
• “No one can know any truth about religion.”
- (And how, precisely, did you come to know

that truth about religion).
• “You can’t know anything for sure.”
- (Are you sure about that?)



VIEWS THAT SELF-DESTRUCT

• “Talking about God is meaningless.”
- (What does this statement about God mean?)
• “You can only know truth through experience.”
- (What experience taught you that truth?)
• “Never take anyone’s advice on that issue.”
- (Should I take your advice on that?)
• “I used to believe in reincarnation. But that was in a

former life.”
- (I don’t believe in reincarnation. I do believe in

reincarnation.)



VIEWS THAT SELF-DESTRUCT

• “Nobody goes there anymore. It’s too crowded.”
- (It’s not crowded. It is crowded.)
• “Those terrorists have technology we don’t even

know about.”
- (We know about things we don’t know about.)
• “People should never impose their views on

others.”
- (Are those your values? If so, why are you trying to

impose them on others?)



VIEWS THAT SELF-DESTRUCT

• “Everyone’s view is a product of his own
prejudices.”

- (My own view is prejudiced.)
• “All your so-called ‘facts’ are only beliefs

dictated by your cultural biases.”
- (My own view is dictated by my own cultural

bias.)



“ONLY SCIENCE GIVES
RELIABLE TRUTH”

• Skeptic: “I don’t believe in religion.”
• Christian: “Why not?”
• Skeptic: “There is no scientific evidence for it.”
• Christian: “Then you shouldn’t believe in science

either.”
• Skeptic: “Why?”
• Christian: “Because there is no scientific evidence

for it.”



“ALL RELIGIONS ARE TRUE”

1) If all religions are true, Christianity is true.
2) Yet Christianity holds all other religions to

be false.
3) If all religions are true, where does

someone go when they die? Heaven? Hell?
Reincarnated? Dust? They can’t do all of
them at the same time.



THE BIBLE & HOMOSEXUALITY
• Skeptic: “People twist the Bible all the time to make

it say whatever they want.”
• Christian: “Very true. How does that relate to the

point I made about homosexuality?”
• Skeptic: “You’re doing the same thing!”
• Christian: “Aren’t you going to have to do more

than point out that some people twist the Bible?
You need to show how I’m actually twisting twisting
the Bible. Have you studied these biblical passages
before?”

• Skeptic: “No/Yes.”
• Christian: “Then how do you know I’m twisting

them?”



WHAT ABOUT WHEN THE PERSON
HAMMERS YOU WITH ONE

QUESTION AFTER ANOTHER?
• Don’t feel obligated to answer all their questions.

• “Before we go further, let me say something. My
sense is that you want to explain your point by
using questions. That confuses me a bit because
I’m not sure how I should respond. I think I’d rather
you just state your own view directly. Then let me
chew on it for a while and see what I think. Would
that be all right with you?”

Koukl, 96.



WHEN A QUESTION IS NOT A
QUESTION

• “What gives you the right to say
someone else’s religion is wrong?”

*This is not a question - A good response
would be, “What do you mean by that?”
or “I get the impression you think I’ve
made a mistake here. Where did I go
wrong?”

Koukl, 97.



“GOD DOESN’T TAKE SIDES!”

• Christian: “What do you think God’s opinion
is on our disagreement?”

• Skeptic: “God doesn’t take sides.”
• Christian: “So it sounds like God would be

on your side of this issue?”
• Skeptic: “I think so.”
• Christian: “Apparently God does take sides.”



“TO ERR IS HUMAN”
• Christian: “Do people always make mistakes? You

don’t seem to think you’ve made a mistake in
doubting the Bible.”

• Skeptic: “Um…”
• Christian: “If people don’t always make mistakes,

though, you can’t rule out the Bible just because
people wrote it, can you?”

*It’s not enough to dismiss the Bible simply by noting
that “men wrote it.” This, in itself, proves nothing. It
doesn’t follow that if people are capable of error,
they always will err. Taken at face value, this
objection is self-refuting.

Koukl, 115.



• John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who
had believed him, “If you abide in my word,
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.”



QUESTIONS?





• KOUKL P.89-120

• (Koukl p.167-175;
• (Koukl p.42-88)


