
Supernatural: part 2 – Miracle Mania: Guarding Against False Claims   03.17.13 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:21    
 

Main Idea: “Test everything; hold fast what is good” – Paul, 1 Thess. 5:21 
 
Preliminary question: Are Christians biased?  
A: Yes, but our bias is better. We believe both in natural laws and the possibility of supernatural 
intervention whereas a naturalist excludes supernaturalism from the beginning.1  
 
Miracles are central to Christianity: “So central are miracle reports to the Gospels that one could 
remove them only if one regarded the Gospels as preserving barely any genuine information 
about Jesus. Indeed, it is estimated that more than 31 percent of the verses in Mark’s Gospel 
involve miracles in some way, or some 40 percent of his narrative!”2 
 
Question 1: Is it possible to know whether contemporary accounts of supernatural healing are 
true? 
A: Yes. There are many evidenced cases (stay tuned for next week).  
 
 
 
Question 2: Is it possible for unbelievers to work miracles? 
A: Yes. There is such a thing as a false prophet.  

- Some                      workers will not make it to heaven (Matt. 7:22). 
 

- Some ‘great signs and wonders’ will be so powerful that strong    
 _______  are commanded to ‘be on guard’ (Matt. 24:24; Mark 13:22).  
 
- Belief in false prophets & signs is God’s                        on those who have                        

the truth (2 Thess. 2:9-12).  
 
 
Question 3: How do we distinguish between the true and false? 

- Test the spirits: what does the ‘miracle’ worker say about  
           _____ (1 John 4:1-3)?  
 
 
- Does the ‘miracle’                         the ‘miracle worker/miracle ministry’ or Christ (1 John 

4:1-3)?  
 

- What                       has the ‘miracle’ produced (Matt. 7:16-20)?  
 
 
Key: miracle/Christians/judgment/rejected/Jesus/glorify/fruit 

                                       
1 Greg Koukl, Tactics: A Game plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009), 
174. 
2 Craig S. Keener, Miracles: The Credibility of the New Testament Accounts (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 
2011), 23-24. 
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