
Supernatural: part 1 - The Possibility of Miracles: Evidence & Bias 03.10.13  
Matthew 19:16-30           
 
Main Idea: Claiming that miracles are impossible before examining the evidence 
is evidence of bias. Biased people will never find the truth. Truth-seekers & truly 
open-minded people examine the evidence first and then make a judgment. 
 
Important distinctions: Providence & Miracles: Providence is the foresight of God 
in preserving and governing all things by working in the natural world by elements 
in the natural world. A miracle is the temporary suspension of natural laws for 
God’s specific purpose of revealing Himself to the world and confirming His 
message (John 5:20, 36; 10:25, 38).  
 
Naturalism: A philosophical viewpoint according to which everything arises from 
natural properties and causes, and supernatural or spiritual explanations are 
excluded or discounted. 
 
Theism: Belief in one God as creator of the universe, intervening in it and 
sustaining a personal relation to his creatures (Genesis 1:1; Phil. 2:13). 
 

Question 1: Are miracles possible?  
A: It depends upon what kind of universe this is. 
If God does not exist, then miracles are impossible. If God exists, then miracles are 
possible. No God ≠ Miracles.  God = Miracles. 
 

Question 2: Does the scientific evidence favor Naturalism or Theism?  
A: Chance of life arising by chance – One chance in 10 to the 40,000th power.  
If God does not exist: We cannot trust our ability to reason – “No thought is valid 
if it can be fully explained as the result of irrational causes.” C.S. Lewis.1 “I think 
there is a definite shift towards theism (in recent philosophy)” Alvin Plantinga 
 

Question 3: How could we recognize a miracle even if it happened?  
A: If an unexplainable event fits an unusual prediction, it opens the door the 
possibility of a miracle (Old Testament prophecy + Jesus’ predictions + Jesus’ 
resurrection).  
 

Question 4: How should knowing we live in a theistic universe affect how we live?  
A: At minimum, it should cause is to pray and live with confidence in that 
circumstances do not control us but that our God controls circumstances. 

                                       
1 C.S. Lewis, Miracles (New York: Macmillan, 1960), 14-15, 26. In, Gary Habermas, The Risen Jesus and Future 
Hope (New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003), 54.  


