
The Six Major
Worldviews: Part 2

How do you talk to people who don’t
come from a Christian background?

Galatians 1:3-5
01.09.13



Two major causes of reaction to
Christianity: Distortions of the Truth

• Anti-intellectualism (Christianity = Intellectual
suicide) - “There’s no reason to learn about
science! We have God’s inerrant Word!”

• Religion vs. Relationship (Christianity is rule-
based moralism) - “You need to go to church.
It will help you be a good person.”
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1) Atheism - Three kinds
a. Practical Atheism: indifferent to God
b. Weak Atheism: God’s existence doesn’t matter

because it can’t be solved
c. Strong Atheism: Evidence points away from

God’s existence
Response 1: Why shouldn’t belief in God be a properly

basic belief? Why shouldn’t you have to prove
God’s non-existence?

Response 2: The Five Classical Arguments for God’s
existence or go with the =“Fine Tuning” Argument
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2) Agnosticism: can’t
know either way

Response: Pascal’s Wager
Contra: 1 Cor. 15:12-19
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3) Polytheism: Many gods
Response 1: Ockham’s Razor
Response 2: What began the cycle?
Q# What about your gods do you admire?
Q# How do you come to have a

relationship with your gods?
(appeal to God’s relational qualities)
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4) Pantheism: All is God/God is all

Chandogya Upanishad, “All this Universe indeed is
Brahman; from him does it proceed; into him it is
dissolved; in him it breathes, so let every one adore
him calmly…everything proceeds from and returns
to Him, as the web of the spider is emitted from and
retracted into itself.” (3, 14)



• Henry David Thoreau, “As surely as the
sunset in my latest November shall translate
me to the ethereal world, and remind me of
the ruddy morning of youth; as surely as the
last strain of music which falls on my
decaying ear shall make age to be forgotten,
or, in short, the manifold influences of nature
survive during the term of our natural life, so
surely my Friend shall forever be my Friend,
and reflect a ray of God to me, and time shall
foster and adorn and consecrate our
Friendship, no less than the ruins of
temples.”

• Henry David Thoreau, A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers (Dover, 2001), 91.



Response to Pantheism:

• Matt Slick, “A huge problem with pantheism is that
it cannot account for the existence of the
universe. The universe is not infinitely old.  It had a
beginning. This would mean that God also had a
beginning, but how can something bring itself into
existence? This is impossible, so this leaves us
with the question of where God and the universe
came from. Pantheism cannot answer this question
and it naturally leads to absurdities.”

 http://carm.org/questions/about-philosophy/what-pantheism



5) Panentheism: A world within God (God’s actuality
does change but His potentiality does not)

“Imagine that God was a gigantic man. The
panentheist sees all of existence as flowing through
his body. All of the universe-everything that exists-
is part of God’s body. The world is contained in
God.” APOL 500-03, p.8.

“Panentheists think of God as a finite, changing,
director of world affairs who works in
cooperation with the world in order to achieve
greater perfection in his nature…they believe
the world is God's body.” Norm Geisler Baker
Encyclopedia of Christian apologetics. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 2000, p. 576

Response 1: If God is unknowable then how do you
know that the world is within God?

Response 2: If God is God then shouldn’t what is
causing Him to change get the title of God?
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6) Deism: A world with an uninterested God
God created the world like you would wind up a

clock and is now observing the world operate
according to natural laws.

Response: Have you heard of Quantum Mechanics?
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7) Theism: The world with an infinite God
James 2:19 “Even the demons believe and tremble.”
Response:
a. Do you think you’re a good person?
b. Have you kept the 10 Commandments?
c. If you died right now would you go to heaven or

hell?
d. Do you know what God did so that you don’t have

to go to hell?
*The cross bridges every gap in worldviews/religions



Questions?


