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     “Weeping for the Children”       12.16.12 
 
Matthew 2:16 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 

• Roman soldier/Herod interpretation – and then the soldier did what people have done 
down thru the centuries: they compromised. And the brave soldiers of Rome threw away 
their honor for the animalistic excuse of “survival.’ Bethlehem at this time may have had 
10 to 30 boys in that age range.1 

 
• We can look through the pages of biblical history in the book of Genesis and recall 

Pharaoh’s attempt to kill all the Israelite male infants (Exodus 1:22).  
 

• When the Israelites arrived in Canaan, modern-day Palestine, they found a system of 
religion, specifically the worship of the pagan god, Molech that demanded child sacrifice 
(Leviticus 18:21).  

 
• Genghis Khan’s massacre of over 40 million people in the 13th century. So widespread 

was the slaughter that whole populations were annihilated to the point that Khan has been 
called the world’s “greenest” murderer due to the reforestation of vast tracks of land. 
Khan showed no mercy to children.   

 
• Tamerlane, heir to Genghis Khan, built a pyramid of 70-90,000 human skulls outside the 

siege of Delhi, India (many of them children) 
 

• Ottoman Empire – the “Blood Tax” of Eastern European boys who were brainwashed 
into becoming the feared janissaries  

 
• “Convenience Tax” of legalized abortion – 53 million legal abortions since 1973 

 
• Shooting at Newtown, CT – 20 children murdered 

 
• Satan is a murderer – John 8:44b “He was a murderer from the beginning.” 

 
The secular media, and those of you who have been indoctrinated, immediately point to 
personality disorders, mental illnesses, and overall instability as if merely addressing an 
imbalanced chemical formula in a lab. Yet our culture seems to avoid in-depth discussion of the 
the following issues: 
 
1) Personal responsibility – “It’s not the perpetrator’s fault.” A culture that refuses to take 
responsibility cannot survive.  
 
2) Evil – Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 
understand it?” 
We avoid the discussion on evil because it opens up the idea of absolutes. We avoid the topic of 
evil because it opens the door to the existence of God. Our culture is swamped with 
Postmodernism and Darwinism so that discussions about evil are met with raised eyebrows and a 
nervous avoidance of eye contact. Yet our secular culture has to borrow from Christianity in 
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order to even have dialogue about evil.  
 
If something is evil, its not just unfashionable such as a Tie-dye shirt with a pocket protector, 
Bermuda shorts, and knee high socks. Fashion has nothing to do with it. English Common Law 
has recognized the reality of evil for centuries: malum prohibitum is something that is wrong 
because it has been classified by law to be such by a legislature or another arm of the 
government. Malum in se is evil in and of itself. It doesn’t need a forum to produce a statement 
on why, for example, the murder of children is wrong. It is self-evidently a horrible perversion. 
N.T. Wright said, “Evil isn’t simply a philosopher’s puzzle but a reality which stalks our streets 
and damages people’s lives, homes and property.”2 
 
Russell Moore writes, “Violence against children is also peculiarly satanic because it destroys 
the very picture of newness of life and dependent trust that characterizes life in the kingdom of 
God (Matt. 18:4). Children are a blessing, and that enrages the horrifying nature of those who 
seek only to kill and to destroy (Jn. 10:10).”3 
 
“Jesus loves the little children all the children of the world. Red and yellow black and white they 
are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 
 
3) Demonic/Satanic activity – Ephesians 2:2 “the prince of the power of the air” & Eph 6:10 
 
Insanity of our society = “God, we don't want you in our schools or public life. You're only 
relevant as Christmas and Easter and an occasional Sunday morning. If and when we feel like 
going to church the preacher had better not offend me so in other words, “God, leave us alone.” 
Yet when tragedy strikes, we raise our fists to the heavens and cry, “God, where are you?” 
 
How should we respond to such tragedies? 
A. Righteous anger at such cowardly, evil, and demonic actions. Children are special. Jesus said 
of the children, “Let the little children come unto me.” Jesus said that if we cannot have faith like 
a little child that we cannot enter into heaven.” The grace-driven mind of an adult that thinks and 
a heart of a child that trusts is what God desires in us.  
Psalm 119:53 Hot indignation seizes me because of the wicked, who forsake your law. 
 
B. Right understanding of human nature – gun control is not the answer, The power of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is the answer. On a civil level this involves doing everything possible to promote 
a free and virtuous society; not one that glorifies violence and provides excuses for horrific 
behaviors. Rather, we should strive for a society in which there is quick retribution for horrific 
crimes. We should strive for a society where evil is swiftly dealt with within the context of the 
rule of law. It is the depraved heart that is at fault, not the tool that was used to carry out the 
putridly immoral intentions. Those advocating gun control deceptively or unwittingly bypass the 
issue of personal evil in choice choices and place a priori place the blame upon a so-called gun 
culture or industry. I find it both shocking and hypocritical that many of the leaders in the gun 
control movement also support abortion on demand. So here’s the eerie part about the whole 
thing: 1) They support the legality of murdering unborn children 2) Yet they are outraged at the 
murder of 20 children at the Newtown, CT school 3) Yet in the same breath they equivocate and 
shift the debate to the issue of gun control. They tragically bypass issues of the heart and the 
causes of the moral decay in our society and go straight to the tool. They evade the heart and go 
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straight to the hand. James Madison said, “Crisis is the rallying cry of the tyrant.” 
 
More guns, less crime? At least the statistics show that4 but I would urge all our pro-gunners to 
remember that if we only focus on the arming of society as opposed to restoring the moral fabric 
of society we will be fighting a losing battle.  
 
Minneapolis Bridge collapse in 2007 – It appears that a similar Decay in the moral infrastructure 
of American society threatens to bring down our civilization. We are dying by our own hands. 
 
Oz Guinness writes, “The problem is not the wolves at the door but termites in the floor. 
Powerful people die only by their own hand, and free people have no one to blame but 
themselves. What the world seems fascinated to watch but powerless to stop is the spectacle of a 
free people's suicide.”5 
 
Abraham Lincoln declared, “If destruction be our lot, we must ourselves begets author and 
finisher. As a nation of free men, we must live through all time, or die by suicide.”6 
 
We glorify violence and avoid justice to the point that justice is a joke.  
 
Q# So what should our response be? =  
 1. Preach the Gospel  
 2. Promote a free & virtuous society  
 
C. Be prepared and willing to defend innocent people  
 
D. Pray ‘deliver us from evil’ = Earnestly pray that God would show mercy and prevent further 
tragedies.  
 
Presupposition of life is for our happiness – the Fall of mankind in the Garden of Eden 
introduced all residents of planet Earth to suffering.  
 
Q# “WHY WE BELIEVE CHILDREN WHO DIE GO TO HEAVEN”7 by Al Mohler & Danny 
Akin 
 
Psalm 119:50, “This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life.” 
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God.” 
Matthew 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 “Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.” 
There is comfort in the Gospel – Jesus suffered. Jesus absorbed evil. Jesus will destroy evil. 

                                       
4 See, John R. Lott Jr., More Guns, Less Crime (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998).  
http://www.amazon.com/More-Guns-Less-Crime-Understanding/dp/0226493636 
5 Os Guinness “A Free People’s Suicide,” 37.  
6 Os Guinness “A Free People’s Suicide,” 36.  
7 http://betweenthetimes.com/index.php/2012/10/02/why-we-believe-children-who-die-go-to-heaven-3/ 
 


