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Christians & Politics: Care for the Poor  Romans 13:1-10       October 21, 2012 
Main Idea: Christian care for the poor should not support an entitlement mentality, reward 
sinful behavior, but rather, be voluntary & effective for the circumstantially poor. 
 
John Feinberg, “For the Christian committed to the inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible, God is 
the starting point for everything else we think and do.”1 
 
“Culture is most profoundly changed not by efforts of huge institutions, but by individual 
people.” – Chuck Colson2 
 
Biblical insights on the role of government: 

1) Government is instituted by God – 13:1-2; John 19:9-11 
For what purpose? 

2) Government is to punish those who do evil (Role of justice) – 13:2-4 
 

3) Government is to reward those who do good – 13:4 
 

4) Christians should obey the law so long as it conforms to God’s Law – 13:5-7 
Why should Christians obey the law? 

a. To avoid punishment – 13:5 
b. Because of conscience sake – 13:5 

 
Q: Is there a place for Christian disobedience to the law?  
A: Yes.  
Q: When?  
A: When man’s “law” violates God’s Law. 
 

5) Christians choices in the political realm should be characterized by love – 13:8-10 
 
Q: How does a Christian apply the law of love in political decisions in the 21st century? 
Care of the poor  

1. Christians are to care for the poor 
Deut. 15:7-11; James 2:14-17  

  
Regard for the poor exemplified: 

a. Boaz. Ru 2:14.  
b. Job. Job 29:12-16.  
c. Nebuzaradan. Jer 39:10.  
d. Zacchaeus. Lu 19:8.  
e. Peter and John. Ac 3:6.  
f. Dorcas. Ac 9:36,39.  
g. Cornelius. Ac 10:2.  
h. Church at Antioch. Ac 11:29,30.  
i. Paul. Ro 15:25.  
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j. Churches of Macedonia and Achaia. Ro 15:26; 2Co 8:1-5.3 
 

2. Christian history yields the first wide-scale care for the poor 
 

3. Two classes of poor:  
a. Poor by circumstance: (Majority of Jesus’ hearers) 

• 3rd world Christians who experience predatory taxation 
• 3rd world Christians who experience religious discrimination 
• 1st world Christians born into poverty  
• Historical consideration: New Testament commands to care for the poor are within such 

an oppressive regime. 
 

b. Poor by choice: Those who make poor financial choices 
  How to become unnecessarily poor: 

• Laziness – Prov. 6:9-11; 20:13; 2 Thess. 3:10; Eph. 4:28   
 

• Adultery – Prov. 6:26 
 

• Self-indulgence – Prov. 28:19; 23:21  
 

• Short-sightedness – Prov. 13:18; Prov. 28:19 
 
 

4. Christians should act in mercy & generosity with their own finances while extolling 
diligence & the “Proverbs Principle” 

a. Actively give to the circumstantially poor.  
 

b. Reject “class-warfare” based on covetousness. 
 

c. Reject an “Entitlement” mentality.  
 

d. Extol diligence & hard work.  
 

e. The “Proverbs Principle” (You don’t spend what you don’t have). 
 

f. Rejection of “welfare” from the federal government does not amount to lack of 
care for the poor. 

 
 
Conclusion: Christian care for the poor should not support an entitlement mentality, reward 
sinful behavior, but be voluntary & effective only for those unable to care for themselves. 
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