
Systematic Theology  Final States: Heaven  10.17.12 
Main Idea: Heaven will be far greater than we could ever imagine 
What does the word “heaven” mean? Hebrew – shamayim. Greek – ouranos 
 
In the Bible, heaven can refer to: 

1) Cosmological – Genesis 1:1 
2) Virtual synonym for God – Luke 15:18,21 “I have sinned against heaven and against you.” 
3) The abode of God – Matthew 6:9  

 
What will we be like in heaven? 

• We will have our resurrection body – Luke 24:43; John 21:9-14 
 

• Will there be physical pleasures in heaven? 
- No marriage in heaven – Matt. 22:30 
- “Since sex is in this life to be restricted to marriage (1 Cor. 7:8-11), we have an argument 

that there will be no sex in heaven” – Erickson, 398. 
 
Is heaven a place or a state of mind? 

o It’s a place – Acts 7:55-56 Did Stephen only see vague symbols or a real place? 
John 14:2-3 Did Jesus go to prepare a place or a state of mind? 

 
What is heaven like?  

• Think ‘the presence of God’ vs. celestial theme park – Revelation 21:6-7 
• Direct relationship with God – 1 Cor. 13:9-12; 1 John 3:2 
• Rest – Hebrews 3:11, 18, 4:9-11 
• Worship – Revelation 19:1-4 
• Service – Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:28-30; Rev. 22:3 
• Everything will be new – Rev. 21:1 
• Direct relationship with God – Rev. 21:3; 1 Cor. 13:9-12; 1 John 3:2 
• Removal of all evil – Rev. 21:4, 8 

The New Creation Will Not Be “Timeless” but Will Include an Unending Succession of Moments. 
Although a popular hymn speaks of the time “when the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be 
no more,” Scripture does not give support to that idea. Certainly the heavenly city that receives its light 
from the glory of God (Rev. 21:23) will never experience darkness or night: “There shall be no night 
there” (Rev. 21:25). But this does not mean that heaven will be a place where time is unknown, or where 
things cannot be done one after another. Indeed, all the pictures of heavenly worship in the book of 
Revelation include words that are spoken one after another in coherent sentences, and actions (such as 
falling down before God’s throne and casting crowns before his throne) that involve a sequence of 
events.1 – W.A. Grudem 
 
 
Why will the evil things not be present in heaven? 

o Because the former things have passed away: It’s a new day – Rev. 21:4 
o Because heaven is the final fulfillment of God’s promises to His people – Rev. 21:6-7 

 
Application questions: 

o How should the reality of heaven affect our view of death? 
o How should heaven influence how we use our money? 

                                                
1 Grudem, W. A. (2004). Systematic theology: An introduction to biblical doctrine (1162). Leicester, England; 
Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House. 


