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Main Idea: Preparation begins now.



Which one are you?
(Review from last week)

a. Amillennial
b. Postmillennial
c. Pre-tribulational premillennial
d. Partial Rapturism premillennial
e. Mid-tribulational premillennial
f. Post-tribulational premillennial
g. Panmillennial



Culture check

• In our culture, talk about the
End Times often brings up
certain unfortunate images…



The End is Nigh



Homer simpson



The End is Near



Christ will return suddenly &
unexpectedly

Watch therefore for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. But know this,
that if the householder had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have watched and would not have let
his house be broken into. Therefore you also
must be ready; for the Son of man is coming
at an hour you do not expect (Matt.
24:42–44; 36–39).



Christ will return suddenly &
unexpectedly

Watch therefore for you know neither the day nor
the hour. (Matt. 25:13)

But of that day or that hour no one knows not even
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Take heed, watch; for you do not know
when the time will come. (Mark 13:32–33)

The master of that servant will come on a day when
he does not expect him and at an hour he does not
know (Matt. 24:50).



Christ will return suddenly &
unexpectedly

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves
home and puts his servants in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on
the watch. Watch therefore—for you do not know
when the master of the house will come in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the
morning—lest he come suddenly and find you
asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Watch.
(Mark 13:34–37)



Christ will return suddenly &
unexpectedly

You also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming
at an unexpected hour. (Luke 12:40)

Our Lord, come! (1 Cor. 16:22)

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we
eagerly wait for a Savior the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Phil. 3:20 nasb)

For you yourselves know well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. (1 Thess. 5:2)



Christ will return suddenly &
unexpectedly

Training us to … live sober, upright, and godly lives
in this world, awaiting our blessed hope the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ. (Titus 2:12–13)

Encouraging one another, and all the more as you see
the Day drawing near. (Heb. 10:25)

Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the
Lord … Establish your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is at hand … Behold, the Judge is standing at
the doors. (James 5:7–9)



The end of all things is at hand. (1 Peter 4:7)

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief
and then the heavens will pass away with a
loud noise, and the elements will be
dissolved with fire, and the earth and all the
works that are upon it will be burned up. (2
Peter 3:10)



• The time is near. (Rev. 1:3)
• Behold, I am coming soon. (Rev. 22:7)
• Behold, I am coming soon bringing my

recompense, to repay everyone for what he
has done. (Rev. 22:12)

• He who testifies to these things says,
“Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus! (Rev. 22:20)



Q: What is the theme of these verses?
A: Jesus’ return is imminent.

Q: Since its been almost 2,000 years, could Jesus
have been mistaken about his “imminent”
return?

A: Liberal scholarship says, “yes.”
Q: How should we respond to the liberal claim that

Jesus was mistaken?



George Ladd
The prophets were little interested in chronology, and the future

was always viewed as imminent … the Old Testament
prophets blended the near and the distant perspectives so as
to form a single canvas. Biblical prophecy is not primarily
three-dimensional but two; it has height and breadth but is
little concerned about depth, i.e., the chronology of future
events … the distant is viewed through the transparency of
the immediate. It is true that the early church lived in
expectancy of the return of the Lord, and it is the nature of
biblical prophecy to make it possible for every generation to
live in expectancy of the end. - Wayne Grudem

Systematic theology: An introduction to biblical doctrine (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004), 1097.



Signs that Precede Christ’s
Coming

a. The Preaching of the Gospel to All
Nations:

And the gospel must first be preached to all
nations. (Mark 13:10; cf. Matt. 24:14)



Has the Gospel been
preached to all nations?

Colossians 1:5-6 “because of the hope laid up for you in
heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the
truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the
whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also
does among you, since the day you heard it and understood
the grace of God in truth,”

Colossians 1:23 “if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that
you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.”

-Representative sense vs. Holistic sense.



• R.T. France, The Gospel According to Matthew, TNTC (Leicester:
Inter-Varsity Press, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985), p. 339, says of
Jesus’ statement that “this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all nations” (Matt.
24:14), the following: “The world is οἰκουμένη (G3876) lit. “the
inhabited area’, a standard term originally for the Greek world (as
opposed to barbarians), then for the Roman Empire, and subsequently
for the whole of the then known world; it is thus not so much a
geographical term that must include every area and community now
known to be on earth, but rather an indication of the universal offer of
the gospel to all nations i.e., outside the confines of the Jewish
community … In one sense Paul could claim long before A.D. 70 to
have “fully preached the gospel’ in a large area of Asia and Europe
(Rom. 15:19) and at many times since then similar claims could have
been made with reference to an area far wider than the οἰκουμένη
known in Jesus’ time.” - Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic theology, 1101.



b. The Great Tribulation:
And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed;

this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be
earthquakes in various places, there will be famines; this is but the
beginning of the birth-pangs. (Mark 13:7–8; cf. Matt. 24:15–22;
Luke 21:20–24)

For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from
the beginning of the creation which God created until now, and
never will be. And if the Lord had not shortened the days, no
human being would be saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom
he chose, he shortened the days. (Mark 13:19–20)



b. The Great Tribulation:

• Destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.



Jerusalem 70 A.D.



b. The Great Tribulation:
• Destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.
Josephus writes, “(420) Now the number of those that were

carried captive during this whole war was collected to be
ninety-seven thousand, as was the number of those that
perished during the whole siege eleven hundred thousand,
(421) the greater part of whom were indeed of the same nation
[with the citizens of Jerusalem], but not belonging to the city
itself; for they were come up from all the country to the feast of
unleavened bread, and were on a sudden shut up by an army,
which, at the very first, occasioned so great a traitness among
them that there came a pestilential destruction upon them, and
soon afterward such a famine, as destroyed them more
suddenly (Wars of the Jews, Book 6, chapter 9).



Luke 21:20-24 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then know that its desolation has come near.
21 !en let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains,
and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not
those who are out in the country enter it, 22 for these are
days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 23 Alas for
women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing
infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon
the earth and wrath against this people. 24 !ey will fall by
the edge of the sword and be led captive among all
nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”



Obedience saved the church

• Christians fled Jerusalem during the Jewish
War against Rome (66-70 A.D.)

• Had they not fled when they saw
“…Jerusalem surrounded by armies,” then
Christianity could have been all but
destroyed in its infancy (Lk. 21:20a).



c. False Prophets Working
Signs and Wonders:

False Christs and false prophets will arise
and show signs and wonders, to lead astray,
if possible, the elect. (Mark 13:22; cf. Matt.
24:23–24)

• False prophets

• Ultra-deceptive signs and wonders



d. Signs in the Heavens:

• But in those days, after that tribulation, the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light, and the stars will be falling
from heaven, and the powers in the heavens
will be shaken. And then they will see the
Son of man coming in clouds with great
power and glory. (Mark 13:24–25; cf. Matt.
24:29–30; Luke 21:25–27)



e. The Coming of the Man of
Sin and the Rebellion:

• “Antichrists” identified in the past
1) Nero
2) Domitian
3) Diocletian
4) !e Pope
5) Adolph Hitler
6) Mikhail Gorbachev
7) ……
- How could becoming obsessed with identifying

the Antichrist damage our walk with Christ?



e. The Coming of the Man of
Sin and the Rebellion:

Paul writes to the Thessalonians that Christ
will not come unless the man of sin is first
revealed, and then the Lord Jesus will
destroy him at his coming. This “man of
sin” is sometimes identified with the beast
in Revelation 13, and is sometimes called
the antichrist, the final and worst of the
series of “antichrists” mentioned in 1 John
2:18. Paul writes:



e. The Coming of the Man of
Sin and the Rebellion:

• Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ … that
day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man
of lawlessness is revealed the son of perdition, who opposes and
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship,
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming
himself to be God … . And you know what is restraining him
now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the mystery of
lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains it will
do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be
revealed, and the Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of his
mouth and destroy him by his appearing and his coming. The
coming of the lawless one by the activity of Satan will be with
all power and with pretended signs and wonders, and with all
wicked deception for those who are to perish because they
refused to love the truth and so be saved. (2 Thess. 2:1–10)



f. !e Salvation of Israel: Paul talks about the fact
that many Jews have not trusted in Christ, but he
says that sometime in the future a large number

would be saved:
• Now if their trespass means riches for the world,

and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles,
how much more will their full inclusion mean!
(Rom. 11:12)

• For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed
of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own
estimation, that a partial hardening has happened
to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles has come
in; and thus all Israel will be saved. (Rom.
11:25–26)



Discussion Questions

1) Why do you think Jesus decided to leave the
world for a time and then return, rather than
staying on earth after his resurrection and
preaching the gospel throughout the world
himself? (Grudem, 1105)

2) Do you now eagerly long for Christ’s return?
Have you had a greater longing for it in the
past? If you do not have a very strong yearning
for Christ’s return, what factors in your life do
you think contribute to that lack of longing?
(Ibid)



Discussion Questions

3) Have you ever decided not to undertake a
long-term project because you thought
Christ’s return was near? Do you have any
hesitancy now about long-term projects
because of that reason? If so, do you think
that hesitancy has any negative
consequences on your life? (Ibid)



Discussion Questions

4) Are you ready for Christ to return today?
If you knew he were going to return within
24 hours, what situations or relationships
would you want to straighten out before he
returned? Do you think that the command
to “be ready” means that you should
attempt to straighten out those things now,
even if you think it unlikely that he would
return today? (1106)



g. Conclusions From These Signs
That Precede Christ’s Return:

The impact of these passages seems so clear that, as
was mentioned above, many Christians have felt
that Christ simply cannot return at any moment.
As we look over the list of signs given above, it
would not seem to take much argument to
demonstrate that most of these events, or perhaps
all of them, have not yet occurred. Or at least that
is what appears to be the case on a first reading of
these passages.


