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Main Idea:
The church has been
redeemed by God to
represent God to the
unredeemed world.



What is the Church?

• Ekklesia = assembly
• Two senses of the word “Church”
1) Universal - Matthew 16:18 “And I tell

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.”

2) Local - 1 Corinthians 1:2a “To the
church of God that is in Corinth…”



Church building



Roman Catholic church



Puritan Meeting house



What does it mean to be a
member of the/a church?

1) Genuine salvation experience - Why is
this a necessity?

2) Baptism - Does the mode of baptism
really matter?

3) Genuine biblical worldview - What can
Christians disagree upon and still be
Christian?



Biblical Images for the Church
1) The People of God - 2 Thess. 2:13-14
• “But we ought always to give thanks to God for

you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God
chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the
truth. 14 To this he called you through our
gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

• Emphasis upon God’s initiative
- OT sign: circumcision
- NT sign: regeneration of the heart (Rom.

2:29; Phil. 3:3).



Question…

• According to the Bible, are all
persons “children of God?”

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to
do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar
and the father of lies.” John 8:44



Biblical Images for the Church

2) The Body of Christ - 1 Corinthians 12
a. Christ is the head
b. Interconnectedness of its parts
c. Necessity of genuine fellowship
d. Gives the world a picture of Jesus



Biblical Images for the Church

3) The Temple of the Holy Spirit - 1
Corinthians 12:13

- Necessity of being sensitive to the
leading of the Holy Spirit.



Purpose of the Church

1) Evangelism/Discipleship - Matt. 28:18-20
- Everything stems from this. No evangelism, no

one to edify…
1) Edification (Discipleship) - Eph. 4:12
• “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up

the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.”

• Whose job is it to edify the church?



Purpose of the Church

3) Worship - 1 Corinthians 16:2
- Believers met on the first day of the

week
4) Social ministry - James 1:27 “Religion

that is pure and undefiled before God, the
Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows
in their affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained from the world.”



Questions:

• What should the central task of the
church?

• How many people have I “evangelized”
this year?

• What about evangelism/discipleship
makes us nervous?

• What actions do we need to take?


