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Main Idea: Contractual obligations
produce suspicion but covenantal
love should produce faithfulness.



Objection!
Q# What about all the people

before Christ?
- If you accept the Darwinism then humanity

has been around an incredibly long time.
- If salvation is only through Christ, isn’t God

cruel for waiting so long to send salvation? 
Christopher Hitchens - deceased (former
atheist)

- What about the people in the Old Testament?



Objection!
Q# What about all the people

before Christ?
- Even if we accept the theory of an Old Earth, we can

take aim at the fallacy that assumes large periods of
time equal large segments of total population.

The total number of humans that have ever lived has
been estimated at 110 billion. Approximately 6% of all
those people are alive today.

*Only about 50 million had lived by the time
of Christ = 11 million = 1% = Only 4.54%
lived before the time of Christ.

http://www.vaughns-1-pagers.com/history/world-population-growth.htm



God’s timing is never off

• Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the
fullness of time had come, God sent
forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, 5 to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons.”



Salvation only through Christ
• John 3:18 “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he
has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”

• John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

• Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved.”

• 1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,”



• Q: So if Salvation is only through faith in
Christ then how could the Old Testament
‘God-followers’ be saved?

• A: Hebrews 11:13 “These all died in faith, not
having received the things promised, but having
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles
on the earth.”

• OT faith always rests upon the premises of
trusting in God’s Word.



“Thus, even Old Testament believers had saving
faith in Christ, to whom they looked forward, not
with exact knowledge of the historical details of
Christ’s life, but with great faith in the absolute
reliability of God’s word of promise…As the
history of the Old Testament progressed, God’s
words of promise became more and more specific,
and the forward-looking faith of God’s people
accordingly became more and more definite. Yet
it seems always to have been a faith resting
specifically on the words of God himself. ”

- Wayne A. Grudem
– Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004), 117-118.



Don Richardson

• God has prepared peoples for the
Gospel.



Winfried Corduan

• Original monotheism



1) The Adamic Covenant
(Covenant of Obedience)

• Genesis 2:15-17 “The Lord God took the
man and put him in the garden of Eden to
work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God
commanded the man, saying, “You may
surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat
of it you shall surely die.”



Is keeping the Covenant of
Works still possible today?

1) No imperfection, no judgment
2) No one can perfectly obey - (Rom.

6:23)
3) Christ perfectly obeyed - (Rom. 5:18)
4) All who repent & trust in Christ have a

perfect standing with God - (2 Cor.
5:17)



2) The Covenant of Grace

* Incredible clarity in both covenants
1) The parties: God & those He will

redeem
- Christ as mediator who reconciles us to

God (Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 12:24).
2)  The condition: faith in the work of

Christ (Rom. 1:17; 5:1).



What role does works play in
the Covenant of Grace?

• See James 2:17
• See 1 John 2:4-6
“Though this obedience did not in the Old Testament and does

not in the New Testament earn us any merit with God,
nonetheless, if our faith in Christ is genuine, it will produce
obedience (see James 2:17), and obedience to Christ is in the
New Testament seen as necessary evidence that we are truly
believers and members of the new covenant.” 

- Wayne A Grudem
– Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic theology: An introduction to biblical

doctrine (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004), 519.



Applying Truth

• How does entering a covenant vs. a
contract with God affect your view of
Him?

• What would be a fair contract between
you and God?

• In what ways does the work of Christ
put our obedience into perspective?


