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Main Idea:

• God is not the author of confusion



Speaking in Tongues in
Christian history

• Montanists (latter half of 2nd century A.D.)
• Montanus & 2 female disciples claimed to

be spokespersons of the Holy Spirit



Speaking in Tongues in
Christian history

• Beginning of Pentecostalism - led by
William J. Seymour, a black holiness
preacher who led what came to be
known as the “Azusa Street Meetings” in
Los Angeles, which began April 14, 1906.

• Beliefs: The “baptism of the Holy Spirit” is
subsequent to salvation.



 Arguments in favor of
speaking in tongues

1) Speaking in tongues is not forbidden
in Scripture - 1 Cor. 14:18 “I thank
God that I speak in tongues more than
you all.”

2) Book of Acts is a straightforward
narrative: “If its there, we should do it.”



Arguments against speaking
in tongues

1) Virtually unknown practice throughout
Christian history

2) Tongues ceased - 1 Cor. 13:8 “as for
tongues, they will cease.”

3) Tongues were used to authenticate the
Gospel - Hebrews 2:3-4 “salvation…was
declared at first by the Lord, and it was
attested to us by…various miracles and by
gifts of the Holy Spirit.”



Arguments against speaking
in tongues

4) Unrelated syllables that “do not display
a sufficient number of the
characteristics of language to be
classified as such.” Erickson, Introducing Christian Doctrine, 273.



Understanding the gift of tongues

1) Acts does have the baptism of the Holy Spirit often
subsequent to salvation.

2) But, Acts covers a transitional time in Christian
history.

3) The “Christians” in Acts were the last of the Old
Testament believers.

4) They had faith in the God of the Old Testament
who ushered in the New Covenant with miraculous
gifts, namely, the gift of speaking in tongues.

5) There were regenerate disciples who were not filled
with the Holy Spirit until Pentecost.

6) Being baptized by the Holy Spirit proved that there
was no difference between Jew & Gentile (Acts 10).



What about speaking in
tongues today?

• Must follow 1 Cor. 14:20-39.
1) Interpreter must be present.
2) If no interpreter, the speaker must be silent.
3) Only one should speak at a time.
4) No more than 2 or 3 at any one meeting (1

Cor. 14:27).

*Possible in cases where a language barrier
exists?



What about gifts of healing?

• 1172 pages, 2 vol.
• 1240 footnotes



Action points

1) We should pray and seek to be led by
the Holy Spirit.

2) We should see science as a gift from
God, rather than a limit on God.

3) We should pray & believe that God
can still do the humanly impossible.


