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Main Idea - Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.”



What about the Holy Spirit?
• What kind of power? “dunamis”

= potential for functioning in
some way, power, might, strength,
force, capability

–  Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early
Christian literature (3rd ed.) (262). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

• What is the source of the power?
“…the Holy Spirit…”

• Receive power for what purpose?
“…shall be witnesses (martyro)…”



What the Holy Spirit does:

1) The Holy Spirit empowers
-Endure through physical & emotional pain:

Paul’s thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7),
Timothy’s insecurities (2 Tim. 1:6-7).

-Overcome past failures: Peter’s sermon at
Pentecost (Acts 2:14a “But Peter, standing
with the eleven, lifted up his voice and
addressed them…”).



What the Holy Spirit Does…

2) The Holy Spirit purifies
- From sin: Colossians 2:11 “In him also you were

circumcised with a circumcision made without
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ,”



What the Holy Spirit Does…

3) The Holy Spirit reveals
-Reality: 1 Corinthians 2:6-16
-Responses to persecutors: Mark 13:11 “And when

they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not
be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but
say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not
you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.”



4) The Holy Spirit unifies
Ephesians 4:3-6 “eager to maintain the unity of the

Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 ere is one body and
one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope
that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and in all.”



Key Questions

• How do we receive the Holy Spirit?
= Salvation via grace through faith -

Eph. 2:8-9



Key Questions

• How do we live by the power of the Holy
Spirit?

1)Admit that you can’t do it on your own:
Romans 8:7-8 “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.
8 ose who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

2)Obediently follow what God has already
revealed: Romans 8:14 “For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God.”




