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“Eternal Security: Part 1”          John 10:22-30              June 3, 2012 
 
Driving Thought: We can’t get saved by good performance and we can’t stay saved by good 
performance. We get saved and stay saved by grace alone. 
 
AGI: You are a detective whose duty is to get the true set of facts. You are presented with 2 
differing accounts of the same event.  
 
Two problems with assurance of salvation: 

1) If the Bible teaches that it can be lost then I cannot have assurance 
2) If there’s a possibility that salvation can be lost then I could certainly lose it (leave it to 

me and I will eventually mess it up). 
 
The importance of grasping eternal security is a must for two reasons: 
1. Mental and emotional health – it’s not crazy to be concerned about your eternal destiny. Its 
crazy not to until you find out what God’s Word actually teaches about it.  
2. Effectively growing as a believer in Christ is impossible if you are constantly doubting 
whether you’re even off the road to hell.  
 
*Demolition and rebuilding = before building a fortress of truth we must first remove wrong 
teaching in order to embrace sound teaching.  
 
 
Bible verses commonly used to teach that Salvation can be lost: 
 

1. Galatians 5:4 
Gal. 5:2-6 “Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no 
advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to 
keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you 
have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the 
hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 
anything, but only faith working through love.” 
 
Context is circumcision with the intent of earning salvation. Jews trying to tell Gentiles that in 
order to be saved you must trust in Jesus but also be circumcised.  
v.4 = If you try to add things to Jesus then you’re no longer living by grace, you’re living by the 
law and if you’re living by the law you’re still in your sins because you can’t keep the law. 
Hence, “you have fallen from grace.”  
 
“Whereas the legalist is bogged down in insecurity—for he cannot know when he has done 
enough to satisfy the standard of divine righteousness—those who are justified by faith, who 
have the Spirit as the pledge of their acceptance with God, confidently await by faith the 
consummation (the hope of righteousness) in glory.”1 

                                       
1 C.F. Pfeiffer & E.F. Harrison, The Wycliffe Bible (Chicago: Moody Press, 1962), in Logos Library System [CD-
ROM]. 
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Kenneth Wuess, “Just because the process of sanctification is temporarily retarded in a believer’s 
life, does not say that his justification is taken away. If that were the case, then the retention of 
salvation would defend upon the believer’s works, and then salvation would not depend upon 
grace anymore. And we find ourselves in the camp of the Judaizers, ancient and modern.2” = 
trying to keep.  
 
“Turning to the Law and accepting circumcision as a meritorious work has further dire 
implications which the Galatians were called on to consider. Anyone seeking justification by 
Law has been alienated (katērgēthēte) from Christ, that is, such a person would not be living in a 
sphere where Christ was operative3”  
 
Wiersbe, “Paul uses three phrases to describe the losses the Christian incurs when he turns from 
grace to Law: “Christ shall profit you nothing” (Gal. 5:2); “a debtor to do the whole Law” (Gal. 
5:3); “Christ is become of no effect unto you” (Gal. 5:4). This leads to the sad conclusion in 
Galatians 5:4: “Ye are fallen from grace.” It is bad enough that legalism robs the believer of his 
liberty, but it also robs him of his spiritual wealth in Christ. The believer living under Law 
becomes a bankrupt slave.4”  
 
 = Paul tells us to, “Walk in the grace that is in Jesus Christ.” When one seeks to live their 
life by trying to earn Salvation, they are no longer walking in the grace that our Lord Jesus freely 
gives. The Judaizer legalists taught that one had to be circumcised as to be saved. Paul was 
warning the believers if they sought to earn God’s approval by doing any kind of good work, 
they were falling out of the grace that God had given them to live in. 
 

2. Hebrews 6:4-8 
For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of 
God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to 
repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding 
him up to contempt. 7 For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop 
useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it bears 
thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned.  
 
*Probably the most used verse in support of Arminian theology.  
Key words: “tasted” – The word here is used to describe a real experience. In Hebrews 2:9 the 
writer tells us that Christ “tasted” death. We know that Christ did not die halfway, but a 
complete death. One could even use the word “experienced” for “tasted” in the context of the 
book of Hebrews.  
 What did they taste or partake of? The next phrase tells us, “the Holy Spirit.” Any person 
that has received the Holy Spirit is a person that has been regenerated and born again.  

                                       
2 Kenneth Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New Testament (Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1997, c1984), in 
Logos Library System [CD-ROM].  
3 John F. Walvoord, & Roy B. Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Victor Books: Wheaton, 1983-c1985), in 
Logos Library System [CD-ROM]. 
4 Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Victor Books: Wheaton, 1996, c1989), in Logos Library 
System [CD-ROM]. 
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Q# If the author is speaking of Salvation by using the term “repentance”, then we must conclude 
that once a person loses their Salvation, it is impossible for them to ever be saved again!  
 
The word for repentance means “to change one’s mind.” There are 3 kinds of repentance. 

A. Repentance that has no relation to Salvation and does not result in Salvation.  
      *Judas’ “repentance” or remorse. Simply feeling sorry = only translated “repent” due to 
the absence of an English equivalent.  
B. Repentance unto Salvation – Jesus said in Luke 13 “Unless you repent you will perish.”  
C. Repentance in the area of Sanctification – A Christian repenting of sin in his life.  

 
= Simply because the author uses the word “repentance” does not mean that it is in the context of 
Salvation. In his letter, James tells the believers to repent. He was not telling them to get saved 
again but to be cleansed from the sin in their lives.  
 
*If these verses refer to unsaved Hebrews we can conclude the following:  
 1. When the Holy Spirit has drawn a lost sinner and opened their eyes and they see but 
reject, they can never come to faith in Christ. Once been given that precious chance of 
repentance, they threw it back in the face of the Son of God. By this blasphemous action, they 
openly put the sacrifice of Jesus on an open display of shame. In other words, those people that 
have rejected the calling of the HS once, they can never be saved. Although one can never be 
saved w/o the  drawing of the HS, it does not mean that they simply have one chance. 
 
If these verses refer to saved Hebrews, if they fall away from the faith, they can never be saved 
again. They might as well go paint the town red because the door of Salvation has been eternally 
dead bolted to them.  
 
*The writer of Hebrews was not concerned about the Hebrew believers falling into immorality. 
Neither was he worried about them not attending church, smoking, drinking, doing drugs or 
participating in pagan festivals (the ancient equivalent of modern parties).  
 
 = He was concerned about them going back to the legalism of the religious system of  
Judaism as a way of life.  
 

3. 2 Peter 2:20-22 
“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has 
become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would have been better for them never to have 
known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment 
delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its 
own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.” 
Context: Peter is speaking about false teachers, not erring believers.  
2:12 “brute beasts” = Fruit of the Spirit? Hardly.  
The immediate context is that of false teachers. Verse 21 speaks uses the word “known” to 
describe the knowledge of these men of true biblical Salvation. It is not the word that depicts the 
experiential knowledge a person receives when they are born again. It refers to head knowledge. 
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The whole of this passage warns of sinning against a great revelation of God. The more a person 
knows, the stricter the judgment will be.  
 

4. Acts 1:24-26 (25) 
“And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two 
you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he 
was numbered with the eleven apostles.” 
 
-Notice the 2 words used here, “ministry” and “apostleship.” The context is not speaking of 
Salvation. The key to understanding the person of Judas is to know whether he ever had 
Salvation. What did Jesus have to say about Judas? Two very important statements must be seen. 
In Luke 22:22 Jesus says, “Woe to that man by whom He is betrayed.” The Gospel writer Mark 
provides further commentary in Mark 14:21 which says, “but woe to that man by whom the Son 
of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born.” Jesus says 
elsewhere to the disciples, “Did I not choose you, the Twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 
71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the Twelve, was going to betray 
him” (John 6:70-71). 
Q# How could Jesus say of a person that is bound for heaven “it would have been better if they 
had never been born?” How could Jesus say of a saved person essentially, “you are a devil” 
when the Bible describes them as a precious child of God?  
 Point = Because Judas had never been saved so therefore he had no Salvation to lose. 
Each one of the previous statements Jesus made about Judas was made before Judas actually 
betrayed Jesus; the act which some would say caused him to lose his Salvation.  
 
I John 2:19 describes Judas and many others by saying, “They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that 
they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.”  
  
 
 
Now let us assume that the previous verses lean towards the possibility of Christians being able 
to lose their salvation. The following questions must be answered in order to firmly teach that 
salvation can be lost once it has been received: 
 

1. If losing our salvation is possible, how could Jesus say “and they shall never perish” 
(John 10:28)? A person forfeiting eternal life through apostasy or sin would turn Jesus’ 
unconditional statement into a conditional statement. 

 
 

2. Why does the Bible use the concept of adoption if our salvation is not permanent? If we 
could lose our salvation, wouldn’t it have been better for God to use legal terms such as 
contracts or mutual agreements rather than adoption? (In the time the New Testament 
was written it was illegal under Roman law to disown an adopted child).  
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3. The Bible describes in detail about how we receive salvation: repentance of sin and faith 
in Jesus Christ. If losing our salvation is possible, why don’t we find the same kind of 
details? Can we ever get it back? 

 
 

4. If our Salvation is dependent solely upon our own faith, at what point is our faith 
inadequate for salvation? Aren’t we saying, “We’re saved by grace but kept saved by 
works?” 

 
 
 
 


