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Main Idea: Jesus is perfect complexity,
not contradictorily divided schizophrenia.



When it gets confusing…

1) Jesus is fully divine
2) Jesus is fully human
3) Jesus is….???

A. Redemption must be by a human to apply to
humans (need for humanness)

B. Redemption must not be simply human if it is
to have infinite application (need for deity)



“This is one of the most difficult of
all theological problems,
ranking with the Trinity and the
paradox of human free will and
divine sovereignty.” - Erickson, 224.



How should we understand
the Person of Christ?

1) The incarnation was more of a gaining
of human attributes than a giving up of
divine attributes - Philippians 2:6-7

2) The union of the two natures meant
that they did not function
independently - (no Bible verses of a
schizophrenic Jesus)



3 legged race



Jesus voluntarily “restricted”
Himself for a specific time in
order to accomplish a
specific purpose. He did not
have to come . . . but He did.



3) Think “Top Down” not
“Bottom Up”

Not, “How could a human ever be God?”
*How much could you add to become God?

= Impossible!
 Rather ask…
“Could God become human?”
*Is anything impossible with God?
Therefore, God becoming a human = not impossible



Application Questions

• How can a clearer view of
Jesus’ humanity help us deal
with temptations?

• What can we learn from
Jesus’ prayer life?



This doesn’t sound like God…

Isaiah 53:3 He was despised and rejected by
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief; and as one from whom men hide
their faces he was despised, and we
esteemed him not.

What can we learn from Jesus’ unpopularity?



• “Will you be happy to join with
thousands of others in worshiping
around his throne in heaven? Do you
delight in worshiping him now?” -
Wayne Grudem, 563.


