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Christ was fully human, endured
the full gamut of human

temptations, yet was without sin



1) Fully human body

• Luke 2:52 “And Jesus increased in wisdom and
in stature and in favor with God and man.”

‘Increased’ = προέκοπτεν ‘to move forward to an
improved state, progress, advance in what is
good or in what is bad.’

1. Increased in wisdom
2. Increased in stature/years
-The word carries the connotation of growing in

chronological and physical maturity
3. Increased in favor with God
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other

early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (871). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.



1) Fully human body

4. Experienced hunger - Matt. 4:2
5. Experienced fatigue - John 4:6
6. Experienced thirst - John 19:28
7. Experienced death (spear in side) -

John 19:34



2) Fully human
mind/psychology

1. Feels love & compassion - Matt 9:36-38
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for

them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to
his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
his harvest.”

*Thoughts? = Compassion towards the
lost is Christ-like, coldness towards
the lost is...



2) Fully human
mind/psychology

2. Feels loneliness - Mark 15:34 “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?”

3. Feels grief - John 11:33-36 “When Jesus saw
her weeping, and the Jews who had come with
her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his
spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!…38 Then
Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb.”



3) High level of knowledge

1) Knows the thoughts of friends - Luke 9:47
“An argument arose among them as to which of
them was the greatest. 47 But Jesus, knowing the
reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put
him by his side 48 and said to them, “Whoever
receives this child in my name receives me, and
whoever receives me receives him who sent me.
For he who is least among you all is the one
who is great.”



3) High level of knowledge

2) Knows the thoughts of enemies - Luke
6:8 “But he knew their thoughts, and he
said to the man with the withered hand,
“Come and stand here.” And he rose and
stood there.”



4) Limited knowledge

Mark 9:21 “And Jesus asked his father,
“How long has this been happening to
him?” And he said, “From childhood.”

Mark 13:32 “But concerning that day or that
hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”



Does Jesus’ limited
knowledge diminish His deity?
• Answer = Philippians 2:5-8
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in

Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
8 And being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross.”

= Jesus voluntarily & temporarily subjected Himself
to the confines of a human body. This does not
diminish His deity but demonstrates His power &
love.



How important is
the Virgin Birth?

• Matthew 1:18-25 & Luke 1:26-38
• Isaiah 7:14
“young woman” or “virgin”?
‘almah (Hebrew)’ “young woman (chaste)
‘parthenos’ (Greek) “virgin” (Used in LXX

& Gospel of Matthew)
- Possible double fulfillment for King Ahaz

Isaiah 8:3



How important is
the Virgin Birth?

1. A reminder that our salvation is
supernatural

*Imagine if Jesus was just a man who
actually attained salvation. What would
be the “moral” of the “Gospel” story?



Mountain picture



How important is
the Virgin Birth?

2. A reminder that God’s salvation is fully
a gift of grace

Mary’s humble status is an illustration
of God’s grace



How important is
the Virgin Birth?

3. Evidence of the uniqueness of Jesus

4. Evidence of the sovereignty & power of
God over nature


