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Why it feels weird to talk about
sin in today’s culture…

1) Many preachers ignore it
2) Christians often excuse it
3) Society has no reference for it



What is sin?

• “Sin is any lack of conformity, active or
passive, to the moral law of God. This
may be a matter of act, thought, or inner
disposition.” - Millard Erickson,
Introducing Christian Doctrine, 180.



Sin is a distortion of the good
1 John 2:15-17 “Do not love the world or the things in the

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father
is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires
of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of
life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And
the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever.”

Sin distorts God-given desires
1. The desire to enjoy things - lust of the flesh
2. The desire to obtain things - lust of the eyes
3. The desire to do things - pride of life



Desire to enjoy food - gluttony



Desire for a spouse - adultery



Desire to provide & be
industrious - Greed



Desire to conquer & succeed -
arrogance at accomplishments



Satan’s Tactic…

• Satan does not try to create
something new in us. Rather,
he seeks to stir up and direct
our God-given appetites at the
wrong time or object.



Whose fault is it that there is
sin in the world?



Romans 5:12-21

1) Sin came through one person - 5:12-13
2) Death came in the world through sin - 5:14
3) Grace came through one person - 5:15-16
4) True Life came through grace - 5:17
5) Grace is stronger than sin - 5:18-19
6) The Law made sin overwhelmingly sinful -

5:20
7) Sin reigns in death but grace reigns in

Christ who gives eternal life - 5:21



Objection:
Is God just in allowing a

“passed down” sin nature?
If not, then these would also be true:
• If no other person’s sin could affect

us…neither could their love or blessing.
• No one could receive forgiveness from

others.
• Every person would be utterly alone.
• No person could receive a Savior.



Romans 5:12-21 illustrated
with The Lion, the Witch and

the Wardrobe



5:12 “Therefore, just as sin came into the world
through one man, and death through sin, and so

death spread to all men because all sinned.”



5:14a “…Yet death reigned from Adam to
Moses…



5:15a “But the free gift is not like the trespass…”



5:15b “For if many died through one man’s
trespass, much more have the grace of God and
the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus

Christ abounded for many”



5:17 “For if, because of one man’s trespass, death
reigned through that one man, much more will those
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift

of righteousness reign in life through the one man
Jesus Christ.”



5:21 “so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also
might reign through righteousness leading to
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”



APPLICATION
• Use the grace you have been

given to be a channel of grace
to others: Never stop sharing
the Gospel of grace.


