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• "Man indeed is the most noble by
creation, of all creatures in the visible
world; but by sin he has made himself
the most ignoble." John Bunyan



Why is the “Image of God”
important?

1) It is what separates us from the animal
kingdom

2) It is what makes is distinctly human



The Image of God -
Old Testament

• Genesis 1:26a Then God said, “Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness.”

• Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them.

• Genesis 5:1b When God created man, he made
him in the likeness of God.

• Genesis 9:6 Whoever sheds the blood of man, by
man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in
his own image.

*After the Fall - the image of God was damaged but
not erased.



The Image of God -
New Testament

• James 3:9 With it we bless our Lord and
Father, and with it we curse people who are
made in the likeness of God.

• Romans 8:29 For those whom he foreknew
he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn among many brothers.



The Image of God -
New Testament

• 2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord
who is the Spirit.

• Ephesians 4:22-24 to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is
corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be
renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put
on the new self, created after the likeness of God
in true righteousness and holiness.



The Image of God -
New Testament

• Colossians 3:8-10 But now you must put
them all away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.
9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have put off the old self with its practices
10 and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image
of its creator.



3 Views on the “Image of God”

1) The Substantive View
a. Reason - Homo sapiens (the thinking being)

- God is more than “Reason”
- Higher intellect more like Christ?
b.  Physicality (Mormons)
- God is “spirit” (John 4:24)



3 Views on the “Image of God”

2) The Relational View - The image of God is a
relationship of humans to God. (Emil
Brunner = relationships within society & Karl
Barth emphasized male-female
relationships)

- What does there need to be in order for
there to be a relationship? = No answer
from Brunner or Barth.

- What about those who disobey God?
- Homosexual “relationships?”



3 Views on the “Image of God”

3) The Functional View - Exercise of dominion
over creation (Gen. 1:26)

• Psalm 8:5-6 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly
beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You have given
him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things
under his feet,

• Humanity commissioned to exercise dominion over the earth
(Genesis 1:26-27)

• Jesus commissioned His disciples to make disciples of all nations
(Matthew 28:18-20)

- Wasn’t mankind given the “image” before
exercising dominion?

- Where in Psalm 8 does it refer to the “image?”



Conclusion:

• “The Image refers to something we are rather
than something we have or do…The image of
God is the powers of personality which make
us capable of interacting with other persons,
of thinking and reflecting, and of willing
freely.”1

• The Reason, Relational, and Dominion/Care
shown by humans is not the image but is the
result of the Image. The Image gives these
things value.

1 Erickson, p.167, 169.



Action Points

1) We belong to God - Mark 12:13-17
Render unto Caesar…

2) True “humanness” should be modeled
after Jesus Christ.

3) All persons have the Image of God
although damaged by sin.

4) The Gospel mends/repairs/makes
alive what is broken down and dead.




