
Nature of God:
Goodness

(Love & Justice)
Justice is loving justice and love is just love

1 John 3:16 “By this we know love, that he laid down his life
for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.”



Common confusion about
God’s Justice & Love…



What we learn from AMC…



What really happened:
Total Annihilation



What we’re taught as kids…



What actually happened:

everyone outside the Ark died.



What we’re taught as kids:
Silence for 7 days is God’s will.



Joshua video game



What really happened:
everyone slaughtered except Rahab’s family.



Divine Acts of Mercy



Jesus’ acts of mercy
• Heals the nobleman’s son: John 4:46-54
• Heals demoniac: Luke 4:33-36
• Cleanses the leper: Matt. 8:1-4
• Heals the paralytic: Matt. 9:1-8
• Cures woman w/issue of blood: Matt. 9:20-22
• Restores sight of 2 blind men: Matt. 9:27-31
• Opens the eyes of a man born blind: John 9
• Raises Lazarus from the dead: John 11:1-46



Some make the claim:
The God of the Old Testament is a

God of wrath and the God of the
New Testament is a God of mercy.



Marcion (85-160 C.E.)
Two gods:
1) Hebrew God of wrath and vengeance

in the Old Testament.
2) God of love as revealed in Jesus in

the New Testament.

Argued that there were irreconcilable
differences between the OT and NT.



Marcion (85-160 C.E.)
• Created his own Bible by excluding 1

Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus as well as
editing the Gospel of Luke.

• Marcion banned his followers from eating
meat and having intercourse.

• Why? He taught that Jesus’ body was not real
because a material body would be evil
because matter was created by the evil,
Hebrew God of the OT.

• Marcion was excommunicated in 144 C.E.
http://www.ccel.org/search/fulltext/marcion
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/marcion.html



What about Wrath?
God is Infinite in knowledge:  Making just decisions

must be based on correct information. Decisions
made by an infinitely good being, with all
knowledge, are perfectly just. Thus, we can pray,
knowing that God will do that which is just.
Furthermore, God’s “wrath” is not imbalanced like
ours but is the perfect mixture of justice and
passion.

Psalm 147:5; Matthew 10:29; Hebrews 4:13;



Thou shalt not kill vs. God’s
“kill list”

Q# Why are we commanded not to kill
when Scripture is full of examples of
God killing people?



God desires mercy over judgment.
Hence, judgment is “the last straw.”

• Sodom & Gomorrah was the last remedy -
Genesis 18:25 “Far be it from you to do such a
thing, to put the righteous to death with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked!
Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all
the earth do what is just?”

• God takes no pleasure in taking out even bad guys
- Ezekiel 33:11 “Say to them, As I live, declares
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way
and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways,
for why will you die, O house of Israel?



God desires mercy over judgment.
Hence, judgment is “the last straw.”

• Judgment is a last resort - Genesis 15:13-16 “Then
the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that
your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is
not theirs and will be servants there, and they will
be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and
afterward they shall come out with great
possessions. 15 As for yourself, you shall go to
your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a
good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in
the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete.”



“Divine Command Theory”
William Lane Craig

“I think that a good start at this problem
is to enunciate our ethical theory that
underlies our moral
judgments. According to the version of
divine command ethics which I’ve
defended, our moral duties are
constituted by the commands of a holy
and loving God. Since God doesn’t issue
commands to Himself,  He has no moral
duties to fulfill. He is certainly not
subject to the same moral obligations
and prohibitions that we are.



For example, I have no right to take an
innocent life. For me to do so would be
murder. But God has no such
prohibition. He can give and take life as
He chooses. We all recognize this when
we accuse some authority who
presumes to take life as “playing God.”



Human authorities  arrogate to
themselves rights which belong
only to God.  God is under no
obligation whatsoever to extend
my life for another second.  If He
wanted to strike me dead right
now, that’s His prerogative.

What that implies is that God has
the right to take the lives of the
Canaanites when He sees fit. How
long they live and when they die is
up to Him.



So the problem isn’t that God ended the
Canaanites’ lives. The problem is that
He commanded the Israeli soldiers to
end them. Isn’t that like commanding
someone to commit murder? No, it’s
not. Rather, since our moral duties are
determined by God’s commands, it is
commanding someone to do something
which, in the absence of a divine
command, would have been murder.
The act was morally obligatory for the
Israeli soldiers in virtue of God’s
command, even though, had they
undertaken it on their on initiative, it
would have been wrong.



On divine command theory, then, God
has the right to command an act,
which, in the absence of a divine
command, would have been sin, but
which is now morally obligatory in
virtue of that command.”

Reasonable Faith: Question 16 “Slaughter
of the Canaanites”
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/site/News2?pa
ge=NewsArticle&id=5767



Clay Jones, “We don’t Hate Sin so we don’t
Understand What Happened to the Canaanites”

“Skeptics challenge God’s fairness for ordering Israel to
destroy the Canaanites, but a close look at the horror of
Canaanite sinfulness, the corruptive and seductive power
of their sin as seen in the Canaanization of Israel, and
God’s subsequently instituting Israel’s own destruction
because of Israel’s committing Canaanite sin reveals that
God was just in His ordering the Canaanite’s destruction.
But Western culture’s embrace of “Canaanite sin”
inoculates it against the seriousness of that sin and so
renders it incapable of responding to Canaanite sin with
the appropriate moral outrage?”
–  Clay Jones, Craig J. Hazen, ed. Philosophia Christi Vol. 11, No. 1,

2009 “We Don’t Hate Sin So We Don’t Understand What
Happened to the Canaanites: An Addendum to “Divine Genocide”
Arguments” (La Mirada, Philosophia Christi), 53.



How do we make sense of
God’s Love & Justice?

“If we begin with the assumptions that
God is an integrated being and the
divine attributes are harmonious, we will
define the attributes in light of one
another. Thus, justice is loving justice
and love is just love.” Millard Erickson,
Introducing Christian Doctrine, 95.



How do we make sense of
God’s Love & Justice?

1. Do love and justice have to be mortal
enemies?

2. How can love be complete without
justice?

3. Could it be that our own sin, as well as our
culture that excuses sin, has diluted our sense
of justice and twisted our view of true love?

4. Could it be that God’s sense of justice is more
refined than ours?

5. Could it be that the answer to the question of
God’s justice and love is to be found in the
Gospel?



Justice & Love:
The Gospel contains the answer
1 John 3:16
“By this we know love, that he laid down his life for

us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers.”

Ephesians 1:7
“In him we have redemption through his blood, the

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace.”


