
Radical: Part 4 January 29, 2012 John 14:12-14 
“The Genius of Wrong: Building the Right Church Depends on Using all the Wrong 

People” 
 
Driving thought: Serving Christ is not the responsibility of a select few but the privilege 
of every believer. 
 
Jesus Truths: 

• Trouble has no ownership in a heart that is trusting God – 14:1 
Notice that we didn’t say “impact” or “conflict” but “ownership.”  
Μὴ ταρασσέσθω ὑμῶν ἡ καρδία· πιστεύετε εἰς τὸν θεὸν καὶ εἰς ἐμὲ πιστεύετε. 
“let not your hearts be troubled” – Passive, imperative = it is a command to guard your 
heart from what shake you from your foundation.  
Q# What could shake us? What’s the context? John 13:36-38 Peter’s future denial of 
Christ. Notice Peter’s desire and his demise –  
“Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I 
am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, 
“Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” John 13:36 
 

a. We are unable to “commit enough” to follow Christ “the right way” 
b. Satan will try to “sift us”  
c. Belief/faith in God because He is stronger than our sin – from the beginning to the 

end of the Christian life we openly admit our selfishness/sin and His salvation.  
 
Q# What should trouble us? 

1) Deadness to worship 
2) Resistance to worship 
3) Apathy towards God’s Word 

 
Q# What should not shake us? 

1) Our own inability to live the Christian life – on the surface it may appear as if this 
is an excuse or a license to sin. On the contrary, it is a faith and a grace-driven life 
that clings to none of our own merits but only to Jesus, the Mighty Warrior and 
the Loving Father.  

2) Our seeming insignificance to make a “Radical” difference –  
 

• Trouble will be past tense when a believer enters heaven – 14:2-3 
ἐν τῇ οἰκίᾳ τοῦ πατρός μου μοναὶ πολλαί εἰσιν· εἰ δὲ μή, εἶπον ἂν ὑμῖν ὅτι πορεύομαι 
ἑτοιμάσαι τόπον ὑμῖν; 3  καὶ ἐὰν πορευθῶ καὶ ἑτοιμάσω τόπον ὑμῖν, πάλιν ἔρχομαι καὶ 
παραλήμψομαι ὑμᾶς πρὸς ἐμαυτόν, ἵνα ὅπου εἰμὶ ἐγὼ καὶ ὑμεῖς ἦτε. 
 

a. In my Father’s house – ἐν τῇ οἰκίᾳ τοῦ πατρός μου 
What’s in His Father’s house?  
 



b. Many rooms…not mansions – a place in which one stays, dwelling(-place), 
room, abode.1 

*Imagine who we will meet there – the Hall of Heroes 
*Talking to a 1st century believer  
 

c. I would have told you if this wasn’t true – εἰ δὲ μή, εἶπον ἂν ὑμῖν ὅτι πορεύομαι 
ἑτοιμάσαι τόπον ὑμῖν; 

Jesus would have told us that heaven wasn’t real and that there was no future hope 
because He is “the truth.” If there was no future hope and Jesus was just a Rabbi, then 
Jesus would have let the elephant out of the cage and said something like, “Let your 
hearts not be troubled because  
Q# Why do the Great Commission? In the end, nothing really matters. We just all fade 
away into the dirt and millions or billions of years into the future when all the available 
energy in the Universe is depleted and, like a cup of hot coffee that grows cold and sours 
over time, the Universe experiences “Heat Death.” And everything on earth or anywhere 
else in the Universe dies and the Universe hits 0 Kelvin: the temperature of complete & 
total death. And all is silent. And the prophetic promises of Word of God remain 
unfulfilled & Jesus’ words, “one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law till 
all be fulfilled,” is lost in the coldness of a dead universe.  
  But the resurrection of Jesus Christ & the witness of the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
provide a Rock upon which we can be certain that this will not be our fate.  
 

d. I’m going to prepare your future home and then I’ll return to bring you there – καὶ 
ἐὰν πορευθῶ καὶ ἑτοιμάσω τόπον ὑμῖν, πάλιν ἔρχομαι καὶ παραλήμψομαι ὑμᾶς 
πρὸς ἐμαυτόν, ἵνα ὅπου εἰμὶ ἐγὼ καὶ ὑμεῖς ἦτε. 

Notice how Jesus poses a certainty as a possibility, ‘if I go…” We know He’s going there, 
He said He’s going there.  

1) He’s going to prepare a place for his children –  
to cause to be ready, put/keep in readiness, prepare2 
*Mom getting everything perfect for guests – 
 
 

2) He is coming again to take us there 
Why? 
 

3) So that we may be with Him 
Jesus is preparing heaven for the believers and is whetting His sword to return in JD to 
judge the world that has rejected Him whether that rejection be of the Gospel or the 
knowledge of God in the conscience.  
 
 

                                       
1 W. Arndt, F.W. Danker, & W. Bauer, A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
2000), 658. 
2 Ibid, 400.  



• Therefore, follow Christ for direction in the future – 14:4-7 
a. And you know the way to where I am going v.4 
b. Thomas’ observation: Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 

going.” v.5 
*We’ve seen you do some crazy things. We know that mere men cannot do what you’ve 
done.  
*Compare Jesus vs. Muhammad 
*Compare the debates in Christian history – most of the heresies/misunderstandings 
about Jesus denied His humanity not His deity.  
 

c. Thomas’ honest question: How can we know the way? v.5 
Before he was Doubting Thomas he was Technical Thomas –  
 

d. Jesus’ history-splitting response: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known 
me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him. 

 
 

• How? Believe that Christ is the Savior & trust will thrive & doubt will diminish – 
14:8-11 

a. Philip, the future evangelist asks a dumb question – Philip said to him, “Lord, 
show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” v.8 

 
b. Jesus “answers” Philip – Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and 

you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves. 

Unity of the Godhead…and if you can’t get your head around that, “or else believe on 
account of the works themselves.” 
 

• Be assured that believers will do works greater in quantity (not quality) than 
Christ himself – 14:12 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.” 
 
“The Spirit’s anointing on us is not stronger in quality than it was on Jesus. After all, he 
was sinless. As a result, his relationship with the Spirit of God was totally 
unhindered…We will do greater things, not because of the quality of the Spirit in select 
ones among us, but because of the quantity of the Spirit spread throughout all of us” – 
David Platt, Radical Together, 69. 
 

• Believers have God’s resources to use for God’s glory – 14:13-14 



“Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
 
Many believe that John 14:13-14 is a proof-text (spiritual sounding excuse for 
materialism), to claim that anything that we ask for, God is obliged to give us. The 
twisting of these verses is revealed by people asking for unneeded, material luxuries, 
which always reveals the state of the heart, instead of asking for a deeper knowledge of 
God and a wider outpouring of His Spirit upon a world fractured by sin. The key is “in 
my name” which has everything to do with spiritual freedom, meeting the basic needs of 
the poor, and is in total opposition to covetousness and materialism. What we ask for is 
what we value. 
 
Action Points: 

1) Ministry/Church is not the job of “professional ministers” but of every believer   
 

2) Ministry/Church is not a Sunday morning event but a way of life 
 

3) Ministry/Church is not a place but a purpose 
 

4) If you are saved, you are a minister & God can greatly use you 
 

Jim Groen, “The first reformation took place when the Word of God got into the hands of 
the common people. The second reformation will take place when the work of God gets 
into the hands of the common people.”3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
3 Greg Stier, “5 Reasons We Need to Rebrand Evangelism” 
http://www.churchleaders.com/outreach-missions/outreach-missions-how-tos/158394-5-
reasons-we-need-to-rebrand-evangelism.html 
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