
Radical Together Part 2: Ephesians 2:8-10    January 15, 2012 
“The Gospel: From Slavery to Service” 

 

Driving thought: You can never earn it but once you’ve been given it you can’t 
help but live it.  
 
Gospel Facts for the “Fearful Doer”: 

1) You can             __   be good enough to     __      God’s forgiveness or 
salvation – Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 5:6-11; Titus 3:5 

 
Kenneth Wuest: 
“The definite article appears before the word “grace” here, pointing the reader back to 
the same statement in verse 5, and informing him that the writer is to elaborate upon this 
previously mentioned statement. The reader of this exposition is urged to go back to the 
exegesis of verse 5 and refresh his memory as to the total meaning of Paul’s statement, 
“by grace are ye saved.” 

The words, “through faith” speak of the instrument or means whereby the sinner 
avails himself of this salvation which God offers him in pure grace. Expositors says: 
“Paul never says ‘through the faith,’ as if the faith were the ground or procuring cause of 
the salvation.” Alford says: “It (the salvation) has been effected by grace and 
apprehended by faith.” The word “that” is touto (τουτο), “this,” a demonstrative pronoun 
in the neuter gender. The Greek word “faith” is feminine in gender and therefore touto 
(τουτο) could not refer to “faith.” It refers to the general idea of salvation in the 
immediate context. The translation reads, “and this not out from you as a source, of God 
(it is) the gift.” That is, salvation is a gift of God. It does not find its source in man. 
Furthermore, this salvation is not “out of a source of works.” This explains salvation by 
grace. It is not produced by man nor earned by him. It is a gift from God with no strings 
tied to it.”1 
 
 

2) You can       ____        be good enough to “       _____     ” God’s 
forgiveness or salvation – Ephesians 2:8-9; Colossians 2:13-15 

 
3) You must accept that you                …and that Jesus did 
                         necessary to save you and keep you saved – Ephesians 2:8-9;  

 
Gospel Facts for the “Flippant Decision-maker”: 
Jonathan Edwards:  
“Therefore, if there be no great and remarkable abiding change in persons, who think 
they have experienced a work of conversion, vain are all their imaginations and pretences, 
however they may have been affected.2” 
                                       
1 Kenneth Wuest, Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament (Eph 2:8). 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), in Logos Library System [CD-ROM].  
2 Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 1 (Hendrickson: Peabody, 
2005), 302. 



1) True salvation is not a one-time “                       ” but a total life 
transformation – Ephesians 2:1,5,10 

 
2) No                       , no root – Ephesians 2:10; James 2:14-26 

 
How should I respond to the Gospel? 

1) Receive it by                     – Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
 

2) Live it by                          – Ephesians 2:8-10 
 
 
Key: Never/earn/never/keep/can’t/everything/decision/fruit/faith/faith 
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1) You can never be good enough to earn God’s forgiveness or salvation – 
Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 5:6-11; Titus 3:5 

 
Kenneth Wuest: 
“The definite article appears before the word “grace” here, pointing the reader back to 
the same statement in verse 5, and informing him that the writer is to elaborate upon this 
previously mentioned statement. The reader of this exposition is urged to go back to the 
exegesis of verse 5 and refresh his memory as to the total meaning of Paul’s statement, 
“by grace are ye saved.” 

The words, “through faith” speak of the instrument or means whereby the sinner 
avails himself of this salvation which God offers him in pure grace. Expositors says: 
“Paul never says ‘through the faith,’ as if the faith were the ground or procuring cause of 
the salvation.” Alford says: “It (the salvation) has been effected by grace and 
apprehended by faith.” The word “that” is touto (τουτο), “this,” a demonstrative pronoun 
in the neuter gender. The Greek word “faith” is feminine in gender and therefore touto 
(τουτο) could not refer to “faith.” It refers to the general idea of salvation in the 
immediate context. The translation reads, “and this not out from you as a source, of God 
(it is) the gift.” That is, salvation is a gift of God. It does not find its source in man. 
Furthermore, this salvation is not “out of a source of works.” This explains salvation by 
grace. It is not produced by man nor earned by him. It is a gift from God with no strings 
tied to it.”3 
 

2) You can never be good enough to “keep” God’s forgiveness or salvation – 
Ephesians 2:8-9; Colossians 2:13-15 

 
 

3) You must accept that you can’t…and that Jesus did everything necessary 
to save you and keep you saved – Ephesians 2:8-9;  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                       
3 Kenneth Wuest, Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament (Eph 2:8). 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), in Logos Library System [CD-ROM].  



Gospel Facts for the “Flippant Decision-maker”: 
Jonathan Edwards:  
“Therefore, if there be no great and remarkable abiding change in persons, who think 
they have experienced a work of conversion, vain are all their imaginations and pretences, 
however they may have been affected.”4 
  

3) True salvation is not a one-time “decision” but a total life transformation – 
Ephesians 2:1,5,10 

 
4) No Fruit, no root – Ephesians 2:10; James 2:14-26 

 
 
How should I respond to the Gospel? 

4) Receive it by faith – Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
 

5) Live it by faith – Ephesians 2:8-10 
 
 
 

                                       
4 Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 1 (Hendrickson: Peabody, 
2005), 302. 


