
The Trinity



Bad illustrations - Monarchianism:
God is made up of different “stuff”



Modalism: God with a Mask



Pants…wierd



Modalism:
Father, Son, Brother



Orthodox Position

“One substance, three persons.”
- Council of Constantinople (381 A.D.)
(one ousia [substance] in three hypostases

[persons])



Distinctly Christian

• “In the doctrine of the Trinity, we
encounter one of the truly
distinctive doctrines of
Christianity.”

- Milliard Erickson (Introducing Christian Doctrine, L. Arnold Hustad, ed. (Grand Rapids:

Baker Books, 1992), 96.



Is the word “Trinity” found in
the Bible?

• No, but the concept is.



Why does our understanding
of the Trinity matter?

1) It determines how you view Jesus -
*Creation, Prophet, or Christ.

2) To whom are we to worship? Father, Son,
Holy Spirit, or the Triune God?

3) To whom are we to pray?



The Early Church &
Religious Marketing

1) The Resurrection & Lordship of Christ
- alienates everyone not willing to bow to
Jesus alone as Lord

2) The Trinity - alienates the strict
monotheists & polytheists alike



CULTS/RELIGIONS WHO
DENY THE TRINITY

• Jehovah’s Witnesses - a created spirit, Michael the archangel, who
became God’s Son upon being baptized = wrong

• Mormons (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints). - Jesus
and Lucifer (Satan) were brothers. Satan proposed a plan to force
humanity to follow God. Jesus proposed loving people to get them to
follow God. Satan’s plan was rejected and Jesus’ accepted. Now they
do not get along. God has a body and innumerable “spirit wives.” =
wrong

• Muslims = “God is one”
Q# Question for Muslims: Can God do anything?
*God and lying
Then why can’t God exist as a Tri-personal Being?



 Very important!

*We must get our beliefs from Scripture
first…even if we may not fully
understand them = Truth first, then
illustrations.

*We must not reject that which we may not
fully understand.

*We must fit our minds
to Scripture, not “bend”
Scripture to fit our minds



Quantum Mechanics:
“It is very non-intuitive”
- Walter Lewin (MIT)

The more precisely the
position is determined, the
less precisely the
momentum is known in
this instant, and vice versa.
 - Heisenberg,
 uncertainty paper,
 1927



Richard Feynman:

“I can safely say that nobody
understands quantum mechanics.
…do not keep saying to yourself,
‘But how can it be like that?’…
Nobody knows how it can be like that.”

 Quantum mechanics is still a marvelous and
necessary tool for understanding the quantum
world.

 = Although the Trinity may seem “non-
intuitive” that does not mean that it isn’t true.



Skeptics: Why didn’t the
Church take an official

stance on the Trinity for its
first two centuries?

• Council of Nicea (325 A.D.)
*Connection between Nicea and Constantine’s Edict

of Milan (toleration of Christians).
Edict of Milan (313 A.D.)



Its difficult to organize
councils when you are being

hunted like dogs



Biblical Evidence

1)Unity of God - God is
One

2)Three persons who
are God

3)Three-in-oneness



 I. God is One

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 The Shema
“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the

Lord is one! 5“You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might.



 I Kings 8:60 - Solomon’s
prayer

“so that all the peoples of the
earth may know that the Lord is
God; there is no one else.”



 Isaiah 45:5a

“I am the Lord, and
there is no other;
Besides Me there is
no God.”



I Corinthians 8:4

“Therefore concerning the eating
of things sacrificed to idols, we
know that there is no such thing
as an idol in the world, and that
there is no God but one.”



 I Timothy 2:5

“For there is one God,
and one mediator also
between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.”



 James 2:19
“You believe that God is one. You do

well; the demons also believe, and
shudder.”

1 Cor. 10:20 “I imply that what pagans sacrifice
they offer to demons and not to God. I do not
want you to be participants with demons.”
(ESV)

*If even demons are monotheists…
then how twisted is polytheism?

= According to Paul, it is demonic.



 II. Three distinct persons in the
Godhead: The Father

Matthew 11:27
“All things have been handed over to Me by My Father;

and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does
anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to
whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”

*Clear distinguishing between the Father and the Son



 Matthew 26:39 - Jesus’ prayer in
the Garden of Gethsemane

“And He went a little beyond them,
and fell on His face and prayed,
saying,“My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from Me; yet not as
I will, but as You will.”

*Jesus is not praying to Himself



 John 14:16-17

“I will ask the Father, and He will
give you another Helper, that He
may be with you forever;

17that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it does not see
Him or know Him, but you know Him
because He abides with you and will be in
you.



 The Father is God

Psalm 89:26
“He will cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, My

God, and the rock of my salvation.”

Isaiah 63:16b
“You, O Lord, are our Father, Our Redeemer

from of old is Your name.”



 The Son: A distinct person
 John 7:39
“But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those

who believed in Him were to receive; for the
Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was
not yet glorified.”

*Son is distinct from the Holy Spirit



 The Son: A distinct person
 John 17:1-5 *Distinct from the Father
“Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to
heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify
Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You
gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You
have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 “This is
 eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 “I glorified You
on the earth, having accomplished the work which You
have given Me to do. 5 “Now, Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with
You before the world was.”



 Jesus is God
 NT writers faced a difficult problem in

affirming that Jesus is God WITHOUT
saying that Jesus is the Father.

 ὁ θεός - The word for “God” in the
New Testament, literally “The God”
 Κύριος - Greek word for “God”
in the Greek Old Testament
(The Septuagint)



Jesus is God
Romans 10:9,13
“that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,

and believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved…

v.13 for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

v.13 exact quotation from Joel 2:32 in the OT!



 Jesus is God
 I Corinthians 12:3 “Therefore I make known to

you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God
says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can
say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy
Spirit.”

 I Corinthians 8:6 “yet for us there is but one
God, the Father, from whom are all things
and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist
through Him.”

• ὁ θεός and Κύριος are used in the same verse!

• See, http://carm.org/religious-
movements/jehovahs-witnesses/1-cor-12-call-
upon-name-lord-jesus



 Jesus is God: Firstborn means
“heir” not the “first creation” *Cults

 Colossians 1:15-19; 2:9
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all

creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been
created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things,
and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head of the
body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in
everything. 19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all
the fullness to dwell in Him,”

2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
πλήρωμα = fullness



Jesus is God: Oneness of
God
John 10:30 “The Father and I are one.”
John Gill, “Not in person, for the Father must be a

distinct person from the Son, and the Son a distinct
person from the Father; and which is further
manifest, from the use of the verb plural, "I and my
Father", "we are one"; that is, in nature and
essence, and perfections, particularly in power.”
(Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible)

John 14:9b-10a “The one who has seen Me has
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the
Father an the Father is in Me?” (HCSB)



 Jesus is God: Apex of Gospel
of John
John 20:28 - Doubting Thomas
ἀπεκρίθη Θωμᾶς καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ,
Ὁ κύριός μου καὶ ὁ θεός μου.

Literally = ‘The Lord of me and the
God of me!’

John 20:28 “Thomas answered and said to
Him,“My Lord and my God!”



 The Holy Spirit is God

John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, He will teach you all things,
and bring to your remembrance all
that I said to you.”

John 16:14 “He will glorify Me, for He
will take of Mine and will disclose it
to you.”

* “He” is masculine = The HS is not an
“it.”



 The Holy Spirit is God

Acts 5:3-4 Ananias & Sapphira

“But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While
it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?
And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal?
Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your
heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”



 Father, Son
and Holy Spirit

Matthew 3:16-17 - Jesus’ Baptism

“After being baptized, Jesus came up
immediately from the water; and behold,
the heavens were opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending as a dove and
lighting on Him, 17 and behold, a voice
out of the heavens said, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”



Father, Son and Holy
Spirit

Matthew 28:19

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,”



 Father, Son and Holy
Spirit

2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.”



Three-in-Oneness:
Excellent “Quick”
Points/arguments

 Genesis 1:26

“then God said [singular], ‘Let us make
[plural] man in our [plural] image.’”

 Isaiah 6:8 “Whom shall I send
[singular], and who will go for us
[plural]?”



 Is the word “Trinity” in the
Bible? = No

 Is the Word “Bible” in the Bible?
= No



Orthodox Position

 “One substance, three persons”

Council of Constantinople, 381
A.D.

(one ousia [substance] in three
hypostases [persons])



Time & Space



Imagine living in a 2
dimensional world…

*ORIGINAL NINTENDO



Nintendo 2-dimensional
world: Super Mario

bros



Imagine living in a 2
dimensional world…

*ORIGINAL NINTENDO

What if you were told
That A cube was a
Thing in Which there
could be six Squares
in one?…MADNESS!!!

 Mere Christianity -
C.S. Lewis



 Hard to find
Illustrations…

Difficulty = Representing an
immaterial spirit with
physical/material illustrations

1) God Himself is Spirit; the social and
personal domain is, then, closer to
God’s basic nature than is the
realm of material objects

Milliard J. Erickson, Christian Theology: 2nd edition (Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 1998), 365.

2)  An infinite God cannot be fully described by
a finite illustration.

http://www.gotquestions.org/Trinity-Bible.html



Augustine, De Trinitate
“As a self-conscious person, I may engage

in internal dialogue with myself. I may
take different positions and interact
with myself…Furthermore, I am a
complex human person with multiple
roles and responsibilities in dynamic
interplay with one another. As I
consider what I should do in a given
situation, the husband, the father, the
seminary professor, and the United
States citizen that together constitute
me may mutually inform one another.” -
Milliard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 366.



 Of the Trinity…

Try to explain it, and you’ll lose your
mind,

But try to deny it, and you’ll lose your
soul.

Erickson, 367.



 Trinity Illustration



 Conclusion:

The Father, Son and Holy
Spirit share the same
nature; Divinity.



 Actions Points:

1) The Trinity separates True
Christianity from cults

2) Jesus’ coming to earth is an act of
Grace - we can be adopted into
God’s family

3) Helps to highlight the different
members of the trinity in the plan
of redemption

4) Helps us understand the family -
Ephesians 5




