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“Dead Deacons” 

 

What does the word “deacon” mean? = διάκονος 
1.  One who serves as an intermediary in a transaction, agent, intermediary, courier 
2.  One who gets something done, at the behest of a superior, assistant 

 
What do deacons do? 
① service rendered in an intermediary capacity, mediation, assignment, ②  
performance of a service, ③ functioning in the interest of a larger public,  
service, office of the prophets and apostles, ④ rendering of specific  
assistance, aid, support, ⑤ an administrative function, service as attendant,  
aide, or assistant.1 

 
Dead Deacons in Christian History: 
Deacon Stephen, Acts 7, Deacon Lawrence, 258 A.D., Deacon Vincent of  
Saragossa, 304 A.D., Deacon Benjamin, 424 A.D. 
 
Historical activity of Deacons: 
• Act as virtual pastors for small groups of Christians in outlying villages.  
 
What do you do about spiritually dead Deacons? 
• Only appoint spiritually mature men to serve as deacons. 
 
What are the biblical qualifications for deacons: (1 Timothy 3:8-13): 
• “Dignified” = worthy of honor; an honorable man – v.8 
• Not double-tongued: not a double-talker – v.8 
• Not addicted to much wine: not occupied with wine – v.8 
• Not greedy for dishonest gain: shamelessly greedy so that he is willing to compromise 

ethics for cash – v.8 
• Must have a clear/clean conscience: must have confessed and forsaken all bitterness 

for past hurts – v.9 
• Must be tested: v.10 by whom? 1) The Pastor(s) – 1 Tim. 5:22, 2) The congregation – 

Acts 6:1-7 
• Must be the husband of one wife: a one woman man – v.12 
• Must manage their own children and households well: Actively and intentionally 

make God the priority in the family – v.12 
 
Qualifications for deacon’s wives: 

• Must be honorable – v.11 
• Not slanderers: διαβόλους - v.11 
• Must be sober-minded: self-controlled – v.11 
• Must be faithful in all things: dedicated to Christ and her family – v.11 

 
The promise for faithful deacons (1 Timothy 3:13): 

• Gain influence with people for the Gospel.  
• Gain great confidence in their walk with Christ that enables them to stand firm. 
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