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Luke Series 1:57-80 (Part 6)         “Prophecy”    July 3, 2011 
 
Main Idea: Prophets lead for change and facilitators maintain. Which one are you? 
 
*Irony in the Gospel of Luke – the man, Zechariah, was made mute because he did not 
believe God and the woman, Mary, got the Blue Ribbon for full obedience. You see these 
unexpected twists time and time again.  
 
Background:  

1) Elizabeth’s improbable pregnancy – Luke 1:7, 18,  
 

2) Elizabeth’s son’s incredible birth – Luke 1:57 
“The greatest forces in the world are not the earthquakes and the thunderbolts,” said Dr. 
E.T. Sullivan. “The greatest forces in the world are babies.”1 
 

3) Neighbors and relatives celebrate God’s mercy to Elizabeth – Luke 1:58 
*Children are blessings not burdens 
 

4) 8th day circumcision – Luke 1:59 
 

5) What to name the child? – 1:59-63 
*This is almost humorous to even think about waiting that long to name a child but this 
was not normal for 1st century, Palestinian, Jewish culture.  
 
v.59 “They would have called him Zechariah after his father” who is the “they?” 
Certainly not Zechariah…he couldn’t even speak. It was customary to name a son after 
another man in the family.  
 
v.60 Elizabeth speaks up: but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” Notice 
the knee-jerk reaction from the family and neighbors in verse 61. 
 
v.61: And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.”  
What we find here is a classic case of God leading people to break out of their customs 
and culture. 
 
v.61 Notice how the crowd just totally bypasses Elizabeth as if her words do not matter at 
all: And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 
Notice that she doesn’t respond in anger, “It’s not your child! It’s my child and I can 
name him whatever I want!”  
 
v.62 Notice how the relatives and neighbors take the reins out of Elizabeth’s hands and 
default to Zechariah: And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to 
be called. 

                                                
1 Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Lk 1:57). (Wheaton: Victor 
Books, 1996), in Logos Library System [CD-ROM]. 
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This is why there is reason to believe (although not textually conclusive) that Zechariah 
was both mute and deaf: they had to make signs to him. For Zechariah, this was 9 months 
of silence. 
*They did not receive a vision from God = there are people who will tell you today to do 
it the way it has always has been done. Why? Because they have no vision. They have no 
conception of how God’s great plan could be outside the confines of their box of 
religious traditionalism.  
 
v.63 So what is Dad/Zecharias going to do? “And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
“His name is John.” And they all wondered.” 
 

6) Zechariah regains his speech – 1:64 “And immediately his mouth was opened and 
his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.” 

*WHOA!!! He just spoke! 
Notice that the first thing he did with the mouth that God had closed was bless the hand 
that brought muteness.  
Q# Why would he automatically praise God when it was God, through the messenger 
Gabriel the angel, who caused him to be deaf and mute for over nine months? 
= Job and Zechariah realized something that is almost altogether foreign in 21st century 
America: The Lord gives and the Lord takes. Blessed be the name of the Lord.  
*Change that the Enlightenment brought about – we expect good things to happen! 
Before that time, when good things happened, people looked to the heavens as if to say, 
“How did this happen?” Today, when bad things happen, we look to the heavens as if to 
say, “How did this happen?”  
 
 

7) Everyone is terrified – 1:65-66 “And fear came on all their neighbors. And all 
these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all 
who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child 
be?” 

In addition to fear and news spreading throughout the hill country of Judea, there was a 
great sense of expectation about the future of this infant boy.  
 
 

8) Divine blessing – 1:66b “For the hand of the Lord was with him.” 
*Hand of the Lord is an anthropomorphism for God’s blessing, empowering, and 
protection.  
Acts 11:21 “And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed 
turned to the Lord.” 
 
Acts 13:11-12 “And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind 
and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and 
he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, 
when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.” 
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What is Prophecy?  
1) Foretelling – future events 

What God will do in the future. 
 

2) Forth telling – proclaiming God’s Word for the present situation 
What we should do in the present situation.  
 
“This word does not apply exclusively to prediction, but may refer to the declaration of 
God’s message for men, whether it relates to the past, the present, or the future.”2 
 
 
What God does for His people: 

• Visits them – 1:68 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,” 
Εὐλογητὸς κύριος ὁ θεὸς τοῦ Ἰσραήλ, 
To “eulogize” is to say good words about. Hence, to bless.  
Here is WHY God should be praised. 
*Notice how Zechariah almost loses sight of his newborn son and cannot help but point 
to the giver of his son.  
 Point = When you pray and pray and God looks upon your need and in kindness 
and graciousness, grants your request, the first action we must take is after receiving 
holding the answer in our arms is to turn our attention and gratitude to the giver so as not 
turn the gift into an idol.  
 
*OT – Exodus 4:31 “And the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had 
visited the people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads 
and worshiped.” 
 Point = the background here is Moses and Aaron gathering all the elders/leaders 
of Israel to tell them of God redeeming them out of slavery in Egypt.   
 
When God “visits” there can also be the idea of bringing judgment. Like when preachers 
unexpectedly show up to visit. Blinds are drawn and lights are quickly turned off. Most 
people think one of 2 things: 1) Who died? Or 2) What did I do that he found out about? 
 

• Rescues them – 1:68 
for he has visited and redeemed his people 
ὅτι ἐπεσκέψατο καὶ ἐποίησεν λύτρωσιν τῷ λαῷ αὐτοῦ 
because he has visited them with helpful intent and has made redemption/ransom (on 
behalf of) his people. 
λύτρωσιν from λύτρωσις, “experience of being liberated from an oppressive 
situation.”3 

                                                
2 C.F. Pfeiffer, & E.F. Harrison, The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Lk 
1:67). (Chicago: Moody Press, 1962), in Logos Library System [CD-ROM].  
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*Picture is a purchase from slavery  
*Picture of opening a prison door = Ben Hur 
 
We cannot rescue ourselves – Ephesians 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,” 
 
Hebrews 9:12 “he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” 
 
 

• Provides a way of Salvation – 1:69 
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 

καὶ ἤγειρεν κέρας σωτηρίας ἡμῖν ἐν οἴκῳ Δαυὶδ παιδὸς αὐτοῦ, 
 
*Horn – a symbol of power for the purpose of deliverance.  
 
“In Scripture, a horn symbolizes power and victory (1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). The 
picture here is that of an army about to be taken captive, but then help arrives and the 
enemy is defeated. In the previous picture, the captives were set free; but in this picture, 
the enemy is defeated so that he cannot capture more prisoners. It means total victory for 
the people of God.”4 
 
2 Samuel 22:1-4 David’s Song of Deliverance (repeated almost verbatim in Psalm 18) 
“And David spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day when the LORD delivered 
him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 2 He said,  

  “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,  
 3 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,  
  my shield, and the horn of my salvation,  

my stronghold and my refuge,  
my savior; you save me from violence.  

 4 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised,  
and I am saved from my enemies.” 

 
*House of David…again = Here is a constant theme of fulfilled prophecy and God 
openly declaring to Satan and every evil, God-hating ruler that not only would the nation 
of Israel be preserved but that God would bring victory through the humility of a family 
of shepherds whose youngest son was indescribably insignificant. He was so insignificant 
that no one even bothered to bring him to the house when the prophet Samuel was 
choosing from his brothers the next king of Israel. Once again, we see the theme of God 
fulfilling powerful things, impossible things through powerless and improbable people.  

                                                                                                                                            
3 W. Arndt, F.W. Danker, & W. Bauer, A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
2000), 606. 
4 Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Lk 1:57). 
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Why all the hatred against the Jews? = The anti-Semite will say, “Because they are 
greedy money grubbers!”  
In his classic work, The Anti Semite and Jew, Jean-Paul Sartre (while not a Christ-
follower), brilliantly portrays the inexorable marginalization of Jewish populations 
around the world (specifically Europe).5 Jews were marginalized to the point to where 
trading in currency was one of the few occupations they find. Furthermore, with the 
constant threat pogrom or exile, the Jewish reasoning was akin to the thought, “if I can 
gain financial security, it may be the only hope for me and my family getting safe 
passage or bribing for the purchase of our very own lives if the general population turns 
against us Jews…as they have so often have in the past.” 
 
 Point = Whether Sartre’s analysis of the past Jewish issue is correct is beside the 
point. The most shocking factor is that the Jews still exist as a distinct people group. I 
believe that this fact alone, given the prophetic foretelling of the Hebrew Scriptures and 
the New Testament in regard to Israel, combined with an almost unabated, fierce 
persecution of this people group, points to the truth of God’s Word.  
 
APPL: *How God turns families around and works “in” them as He raised up a horn of 
salvation, “in the house of his servant David.” 
1) David – from the sheep field to the throne 
2) Dr. Johnny Hunt, past president of the Southern Baptist Convention – Father walked 
out on the family when Johnny was 7 years old. Later, God brought Johnny from the pool 
room to the pulpit. 
3) Friend in former U.S.S.R. – father was an atheistic member of the Communist Party 
4) 7th grade young man at Georgia youth camp – Now Daddy doesn’t get drunk anymore 
and I don’t have to be scared any more.  
5) Many of you new believers in RMBC  
6) This is the transformation of a family that is accustomed to give constant words of 
negativity to being secure enough in who they are in Christ to give words of 
encouragement. The more you allow the Gospel to so permeate your life where you 
submit to the Word of God, your home, instead of being a Gauntlet, will progressively 
become a Generator of encouragement.  
 Point = that is the power of the Gospel! 
 
 

• Fulfills His Word in His time – 1:70-75 
v.70 “as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,” 
καθὼς ἐλάλησεν διὰ στόματος τῶν ἁγίων ἀπʼ αἰῶνος προφητῶν αὐτοῦ, 
Fulfillment of the word of the prophets.  
 
v.71 “that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us;” 
σωτηρίαν ἐξ ἐχθρῶν ἡμῶν καὶ ἐκ χειρὸς πάντων τῶν μισούντων ἡμᾶς, 
Salvation from enemies 

                                                
5 Jean-Paul Sartre, The Anti Semite and Jew: An Exploration of the Etiology of Hate 
(New York: Schocken Books, 1995).  
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v.72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 
ποιῆσαι ἔλεος μετὰ τῶν πατέρων ἡμῶν καὶ μνησθῆναι διαθήκης ἁγίας αὐτοῦ, 
Psalm 105:8 “He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a 
thousand generations,” 
 
v.73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
ὅρκον ὃν ὤμοσεν πρὸς Ἀβραὰμ τὸν πατέρα ἡμῶν, τοῦ δοῦναι ἡμῖν 
 
v.74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 
ἀφόβως ἐκ χειρὸς ἐχθρῶν ῥυσθέντας λατρεύειν αὐτῷ 
*PURPOSE OF “SAVING” FROM ENEMIES = That we might serve Him!  
“Note that the results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us 
free, not to do our own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy 
His freedom.”6 
 
*Deliverance from danger 
 
v.75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
ἐν ὁσιότητι καὶ δικαιοσύνῃ ἐνώπιον αὐτοῦ πάσαις ταῖς ἡμέραις ἡμῶν. 
 
 

• Provides messengers/prophets – 1:76 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;  

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
Καὶ σὺ δέ, παιδίον, προφήτης ὑψίστου κληθήσῃ· 

προπορεύσῃ γὰρ ἐνώπιον κυρίου ἑτοιμάσαι ὁδοὺς αὐτοῦ, 
*“Shift in person and tense; from speaking to God to speaking to the infant John the 
Baptizer.”7 
 
What is a prophet? A prophet is, “a person who serves as a channel of communication 
between the human and divine worlds.”8 
HUGE POINT = Are we willing to be “Trail Blazers” for God’s work? Notice that John 
the Baptizer would never live to see Jesus heal people, die on the cross, rise from the 
dead, or Peter preach on Pentecost. His whole life was one of self-denial and standing 
against the tide. His only pay was imprisonment for speaking out against government 
corruption and a twisted execution because a teenage girl did an improper dance before a 
perverted “king.” The payment for the dance was John’s head on a platter.  
 Point = Are we willing to endure suffering for the Gospel even if we never get to 
reap one single reward in this life?  
 

                                                
6 Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Lk 1:57). 
7 Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 118.  
8 P.J. Achtemeier, Harper's Bible Dictionary (1st ed.) (San Francisco: Harper & Row, P., 
& Society of Biblical Literature, 1985), 826. 
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Notice v.80 – John went into seclusion. He spent his life alone…with God.  
 Point = Are you so reliant on people that you are unwilling to go where God 
leads?  
 
What Prophets do: 

1) Prepare the way for the Lord – 1:76 
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;  

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,” 
 
 

2) Provide knowledge of how to be forgiven – 1:77 
“to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins,” 
*We must preach the Gospel  
 
 
Why Prophets do what they do: 

1) Because God has tender mercy – 1:78 
“because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high” 
 
Colossians 3:12 “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,” 
 
“The rising sun (78) is an allusion to Mal. 4:2 (cf. Nu. 24:17), but the phrase (Gk. 
anatolē) might be a translation of the Hebrew word for ‘shoot’ or ‘branch’ (which is a 
title for the Messiah in Zc. 3:8; 6:12). Either way, the reference is to the Messiah and not 
to John. It is not clear whether v 79 should be linked to v 77 (indicating what John will 
do) or to v 78 (indicating what the Messiah will do).”9 
 

2) To give hope to the hopeless – 1:79 
“to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death…” 

Isaiah 9:2 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.” 
 
Isaiah 42:6-7 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the 
hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 
prison those who sit in darkness.” 
 
John 8:12 “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 

                                                
9 D.A. Carson, New Bible Commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed.) (Lk 1:57–80). 
(Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), in Logos Library System [CD-ROM].  
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Psalm 107:10-16 “Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, prisoners in 
affliction and in irons, 11 for they had rebelled against the words of God, and spurned the 
counsel of the Most High. 12 So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor; they fell 
down, with none to help. 13 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered 
them from their distress. 14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 
and burst their bonds apart. 15 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his 
wondrous works to the children of man! 16 For he shatters the doors of bronze and cuts in 
two the bars of iron.” 
 
 

3) To guide the peace-less into peace – 1:79 
“…to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
Romans 3:15-18 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 
17 and the way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.” 
 


