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Luke Series (Part 2) 1:5-25  “Speechless Skeptic”    June 5, 2011 
 
Main Idea: What will you do when God does the improbable? 
 
Key players:  

- Herod, King of Judea – “better to be Herod’s ous 
 

- 400 yrs of silence 
 

- Rise of Pharisees 
 

- Corruption of the priesthood 
 
*Zechariah & Temple corruption  
 
Scene 1: Faithful service to God and disappointing 

results – 1:5-7 
• Zechariah (division of Abijah) & Elizabeth (Aaron) – older 

couple with no children 
*Stark contrast to the overbearing tyrant stands an elderly couple. 
God brings down the proud and lifts up the humble by choosing to 
open her womb with a man who would be known as John the 
Baptizer.  
*This story begins in utmost humility – the Story of the Gospel = 
Jesus was born in humble circumstances  
Notice they were: 

1. Righteous 
2. Walking blamelessly 
3. Public shame of childlessness 

*Hannah & Samuel  
4. Old 

 
• Childlessness considered a disgrace in Israel 

*some people shouldn’t have kids 
Scene 2: Continued service to God/Same old same old – 

1:8-10 

• Zechariah chosen by lot – 1:9 = God is sovereign over world 
events  

-No randomness here 
-Hour of incense 
-Everyone praying 
 
Scene 3: Unexpected visit/Epic freak out – 1:11-17 

• Gabriel the angel appears – 1:11, 18, 26. 
*Monkey suit at campout in Coronado 
Q# How do you know if it is an angel? = “…and fear fell upon him.” 
1:12 
= extreme fear, dread, falling on your face, thinking you are going to 
die… 
*Scared of a large, scary man or an other worldly angel? 
Ivan Drago/Nikolai Valuev…or an Angel? 
 

- Angelology = today, people who have seen angels treat them 
almost like pets. Every time a person in Scripture sees an 
angel they quake in fear for their lives.  

Q# Does God still speak through angels? = Hebrews 1:1-5 = the aim 
of the book of Hebrews is to demonstrate that Jesus is far superior to 
the angels.  
 
1. Angels are not to be worshipped – Rev. 19:10 
“Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You 
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
Revelation 22:9 “I, John, am the one who heard and saw these 
things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the 
feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You 
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. 
Worship God.” 
Point = This is John who knows better than to worship anything other 
than the Triune God but this angel’s magnificence was 
overpowering.  
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Big Thought: If the presence of an angel is that overpowering then 
what must the presence of God be like in a billion-fold comparison? 
 
2. Angels can kill people –  
 
185,000 Assyrians soldiers killed in one night by one angel 
2 Kings 19:35-37 
“And that night the angel of the LORD went out and struck down 
185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early 
in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies. 36 Then 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went home and lived at 
Nineveh. 37 And as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, Adrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the 
sword and escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son 
reigned in his place.” 
 
Angel of the Lord kills Herod 
Acts 12:23-24 “Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, 
because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms 
and breathed his last. 24 But the word of God increased and 
multiplied.” 
 
3. Angels are messengers of God – Judges 6:11-12 “Now the angel of 
the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating 
out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the 
angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is 
with you, O mighty man of valor.” 
 

• Zechariah is terrified 
• Gabriel the angel tells of the coming of John the Baptist 

-“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard,” 
*the angel knew who he was…he knew Z’s name 
Q# What prayer?  

A. For a son 
B. Interceding for Israel 

*Israel was broken = the U.S. is broken, families and people are 
broken  

*Forgotten prayers = God hears!!! God knows!!!! Don’t give up!!!! 
Let your brokenness and the shattered relationships you have 
MOTIVATE you and DRIVE you into the arms of God through 
prayer and BE CONFIDENT that our access to God is through the 
grace he demonstrated to us through His Son.  
Hebrews 4:16 “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.” 
 
OBJ: Does God just “work His Will” or do our prayers and 
obedience play a factor? = Sovereignty and answer to prayer?  
 

1) Fatalism 
 
 

2) Man-centered 
 
 

3) Active obedience and an unyielding faith in the promises of 
and sovereignty of God 

 
-your prayer has been heard…your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son 
 

1. Name the kid John – 1:13 
 
 

2. His birth will bring joy, gladness and the rejoicing of many – 
1:14 

*between v.13 and v.14 there is time for a major freak out…maybe 
that’s why v.14 is a strong reassurance that this is a good thing.  
 
*Fullness of joy comes when God stretches us out of our routine. 
 

3. Will be a great man of God – 1:15 
 
 

4. Must not drink wine – 1:15 
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5. Must not drink strong drink – 1:15 
 

6. Will be filled with the Holy Spirit…pre-natal – 1:15 
Q# How could that be? 

a. God saves/HS regenerates – this is only a problem if you 
believe that you assist God in the salvation process.  

b. Unborn babies are fully human – God doesn’t regenerate 
pieces of tissue, He regenerates human beings 

 
7. Will turn many of his people to God – 1:16 

 
8. Will prepare the way for the Messiah (Jesus) – 1:17 

Q# How will he do this? 1:17 
1) in the spirit of Elijah 

 
2) turn the hearts of the fathers to the children 

Malachi 4:6 *last verse in the OT 
 

3) turn the disobedience to the wisdom of the just – 1:17; 
Romans 10:21 

 
4) to make ready for the Lord a people prepared –  

Biblical preparedness – being ready to exchange your opinions for 
God’s orders. To be ready for the Jesus of the Bible you must show 
up not to sign a deal with Him but to take commands from Him.  
*Replace what you’ve always thought with what He says you are and 
what He can make you into. 
 
Scene 4: The Silent Skeptic – 1:18-23 

• How shall I know this? – 1:18 = Z requests a sign!  
Why Gabriel’s words are improbable: 

1. I am an old man 
 

2. My wife is advanced in years/chronologically mature 
*Possibly was a product of 1st century prieshood?  
 Point = He had never seen it before. There’s the tendency to 
resist whatever we have not seen before.  

• Gabriel’s response – 1:19 

1. I am Gabriel  
Z would have known who Gabriel is 
 

2. I stand in the presence of God 
Who are you Zechariah, to question God? 
 

3. I was sent here to tell you this good news 
 

• Zechariah’s sentence – 1:20 
1. Silent and unable to speak  

 
 

2. until the day that these things take place 
Q# Why? = because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time 
 

• People wondering – 1:21 
 
 

• Publicly mute (probably deaf) Zecharias – 1:22 
*making signs to Z in 1:62 and he wrote on a tablet.  
 
 

• Z makes hand signs – 1:22 
 
 

• Z goes home – 1:23 
 
Scene 5: Elizabeth rejoices in God’s grace – 1:24-25 

• Victory in her twilight years – 1:25 
 

• Responds to God humbly vs. Z’s “intellectual evidential” 
requirements for proof. Instead of trying to squeeze God into 
her box, she rejoiced at God’s graciousness and humbly 
accepted His blessings. But remember, when you ask God to 
bless you, it may not be what you expect.  


