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Leviticus 25  “God and the Recession”  May 22, 2011 
 
Main Question: What is your source of security? 
 
*Safety – from the first towns situated in strategically safe locations 
after the fall of man in the Garden of Eden to the first walled towns. At 
first it was people seeking safety from wild animals then as people 
began to multiply, defenses were placed on the walls to protect people 
from people. Then within those cities the invisible spread of germs 
caused people to take drastic measures to find security and protection, 
such as the execution of certain persons thought to be responsible for 
the creation and spread of the epidemic. Then as human civilization 
coalesced in the Plain of Shinar, the human race, virtually as a whole, 
rejects God and seeks security and power through the pursuit of this 
Tower that had one of two purposes. Many scholars believe the 
“reaching into heaven” was the first attempt we have on record of a 
man-made, God-rejecting, religion of pride and power to connect with 
“the gods” which is a disguise for demonic spirits or the random 
aberrations of human imagination. Josephus records that the building 
of a tower that would reach into the heavens so that the human race 
could survive if God sent another flood and thus raise the fist of 
defiance in the face of God. Josephus records: 

1. (109) Now the sons of Noah were three,—Shem, Japhet, and 
Ham, born one hundred years before the Deluge. These first of all 
descended from the mountains into the plains and fixed their 
habitations there; and persuaded others who were greatly afraid of the 
lower grounds on account of the floods and so were very loth to come 
down from the higher place, to venture to follow their examples. (110) 
Now the plain in which they first dwelt was called Shinar. God also 
commanded them to send colonies abroad, for the thorough peopling 
of the earth,—that they might not raise seditions among themselves, 
but might cultivate a great part of the earth, and enjoy its fruits after 
a plentiful manner: but they were so ill instructed, that they did not 
obey God; for which reason they fell into calamities, and were made 
sensible, by experience, of what sin they had been guilty; (111) for 
when they flourished with a numerous youth, God admonished them 
again to send out colonies; but they, imagining the prosperity they 

enjoyed was not derived from the favor of God, but supposing that 
their own power was the proper cause of the plentiful condition they 
were in, did not obey him. (112) Nay, they added to this their 
disobedience to the divine will, the suspicion that they were therefore 
ordered to send out separate colonies, that, being divided asunder, they 
might the more easily be oppressed. 

2. (113) Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such an affront 
and contempt of God. He was the grandson of Ham, the son of 
Noah,—a bold man, and of great strength of hand. He persuaded 
them not to ascribe it to God as if it was through his means they were 
happy, but to believe that it was their own courage which procured 
that happiness. (114) He also gradually changed the government 
into tyranny,—seeing no other way of turning men from the fear of 
God, but to bring them into a constant dependence upon his power. 
He also said he would be revenged on God, if he should have a mind 
to drown the world again; for that he would build a tower too high 
for the waters to be able to reach! and that he would avenge himself 
on God for destroying their forefathers! 

3. (115) Now the multitude were very ready to follow the 
determination of Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of cowardice to 
submit to God: and they built a tower, neither sparing any pains nor 
being in any degree negligent about the work: and, by reason of the 
multitude of hands employed in it it grew very high sooner than 
anyone could expect; (116) but the thickness of it was so great, and it 
was so strongly built, that thereby its great height seemed, upon the 
view, to be less than it really was. It was built of burnt brick cemented 
together with mortar, made of bitumen, that it might not be liable to 
admit water. When God saw that they acted so madly he did not 
resolve to destroy them utterly, since they were not growing wiser by 
the destruction of the former sinners; (117) but he caused a tumult 
among them, by producing in them divers languages: and causing 
that, through the multitude of those languages, they should not be 
able to understand one another. The place wherein they built the 
tower is now called Babylon; because of the confusion of that 
language which they readily understood before; for the Hebrews mean 
by the word Babel, Confusion. (118) The Sibyl also makes mention of 
this tower, and of the confusion of the language, when she says thus:—
“When all men were of one language, some of them built a high tower, 
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as if they would thereby ascend up to heaven; but the gods sent storms 
of wind and overthrew the tower, and gave everyone his peculiar 
language; and for this reason it was that the city was called Babylon.” 
(119) But as to the plain of Shinar, in the country of Babylonia, 
Hestiaeus mentions it when he says thus:—“Such of the priests as 
were saved took the sacred vessels of Jupiter Enyalius, and came to 
Shinar of Babylonia.”1 
 
Death of Nimrod, Alexander Hislop The Two Babylons: 
“Now when Shem had so powerfully wrought upon the minds of men as 
to induce them to make a terrible example of the great Apostate, and 
when that Apostate's dismembered limbs were sent to the chief cities, 
where no doubt his system had been established, it will be readily 
perceived that, in these circumstances, if idolatry was to continue--if, 
above all, it was to take a step in advance, it was indispensable that it 
should operate in secret. The terror of an execution, inflicted on one so 
mighty as Nimrod, made it needful that, for some time to come at least, 
the extreme of caution should be used (65).” 
 
“ We have seen that Shem was the actual slayer of Tammuz. As the 
grand adversary of the Pagan Messiah, those who hated him for his deed 
called him for that very deed by the name of the Grand Adversary of all, 
Typhon, or the Devil. "If they called the Master of the house Beelzebub," 
no wonder that his servant was called by a similar name (250).” 
 
 Point = At the earliest stages we see humanity not so much 
seeking security apart  from God but in defiance of God.  
*Defiant kid/Macaw = defiant kid gets angry when the parents tell him 
its time for bed and the kid runs in the back yard and climbs into his or 
her tree house and from the heights of that fortress, tells the parents 
that he is no longer going to listen to them. 
 Point = from the beginning, the human race has done the same 
thing to try to free ourselves from what we see as the chains of 
dependence upon God of what is actually the key of entering the door 
of rest and fulfillment in a relationship with God. So the age-old 
question lies before us today; will we ground our security in the 
Creator or the Creation?   

                                                
1 Flavius Josephus, trans. W. Whiston, The Works of Josephus: Complete and 
unabridged (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1996), 35. 

Psalm 2:1 
“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against 
the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds 
apart and cast away their cords from us.” 
 

• Greed is not a new thing 
*Genesis 37:26-27 “Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it 
if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him 
to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our 
brother, our own flesh.” 
= Judah motivated by greed…greed? Around the year 1900 B.C.? 
Seriously? What are you going to buy? What IS there to buy? Colored 
fabric? Oh so you want money so that YOU can buy “a coat of many 
colors.” A horse? A bigger horse? A faster horse? What kind of 
entertainment was there to have? What amenities were there? 
 
*Avatar –  
Jake Sully: [on video log] They're not gonna give up their home. 
They're not gonna make a deal.  
[scoffs]  
Jake Sully: For-for what? A light beer and blue jeans? There's nothing 
that we have that they want. Everything they sent me out here to do is 
a waste of time. They're never gonna leave Hometree.2 
 
 Point = In our 21st century little has changed. Outside of the Spirit 
of God making us alive, we will only be products and slaves of our 
respective generations and cultures. We look back and shake our heads 
at greed in ancient times but fail to realize that as the years roll on, if 
the Lord doesn’t return, we will be the fools of history and future 
generations will look at us and say, “What a generation of fools!” 
 
 
* “All human ills,” says Euripides, in a well known passage,  “are 
washed away by the sea.”3 
                                                
2 http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0499549/quotes 
3 Alexander Hislop, The Two Babylons, 136. 
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How to Honor God in any Economy/How to Avoid 
Economic Insanity: Leviticus 25  

1. Proper rest – v.1-12 
v.4,5b “but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest 
for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not sow your field or 
prune your vineyard…It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land.” 
- allows the land to rejuvenate  
- Day of Atonement every 50 years, proclaim liberty “Year of Jubilee” 
– v.9-10 
*Hebrew for Year of Jubilee is the root for “Party Hardy!” 
Proverbs 23:4-5 
“Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. 5 When 
your eyes light on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying 
like an eagle toward heaven.” 
 
 

2. Fear of God and love for people in business deals – 
v.13-34 

 - All land restored = grace that covers mistakes v.13 
 - Heart-led equality = v.14, 17 “you shall not wrong one 
another…you shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your 
God, for I am the Lord your God.” 
 - Do what God tells you to do and you won’t have your society 
unraveled from within or conquered from without.  
 - Kinsman redeemer v.25 
 
 

3. Active care for the poor – v.35-38 
-v.25 If your brother becomes poor… 
-v.35 If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with 
you, you shall support him as though he were a stranger and a 
sojourner, and he shall live with you. 
-v.36 Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, that your 
brother may live beside you…37 You shall not lend him your money at 
interest, nor give him your food for profit. 38 I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of 
Canaan, and to be your God.” 

 Point = v.38 notice the connection 
*Mercy given & mercy received as Israelites  
 
 

4. Active care for indentured servants/employees – v.39-
46 

-v.39 think working off a debt 
-v.40 redemption year of jubilee 
-v.43 You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear your God. 
*hot dog at theme park – extortion 
 
 

5. Active goal of helping people vs. using people–v.47-55 
• v. 53 No ruthlessness 
• v.54 Safety release valve: Year of Jubilee 
• v.55 Redemption from bondage in Egypt provides the 

economic attitude “for it is to me that the people of 
Israel are servants…” 

 
Deuteronomy 25:13-17, 18-19 
“You shall not have in your bag two kinds of weights, a large and a 
small. 14 You shall not have in your house two kinds of measures, a 
large and a small. 15 A full and fair weight you shall have, a full and 
fair measure you shall have, that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 16 For all who do such things, 
all who act dishonestly, are an abomination to the LORD your God.”  
 
Danger of taking advantage of the defenseless: 

17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you came out 
of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you on the way when you were faint and 
weary, and cut off your tail, those who were lagging behind you, and 
he did not fear God. 19 Therefore when the LORD your God has given 
you rest from all your enemies around you, in the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out 
the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget.” 
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Employees 
• 1 Corinthians 10:31 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 

you do, do all to the glory of God.” 
• Ephesians 6:5-8 “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear 

and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not 
by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering 
service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 
knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive 
back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free.” 

• Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the 
Lord Christ.” 

 
*They don’t deserve me working hard! They deserve to go to hell! 
 = You’re probably right. They do deserve to go to hell…and you 
and I together.  
 
Bosses 

• Ephesians 6:9 “Masters, do the same to them, and stop your 
threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and 
yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.” 

 
• James 4:12a “There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is 

able to save and to destroy.” 
 

• James 5:4 “Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your 
fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against 
you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of 
the Lord of hosts.” 

 
• Malachi 3:5 

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.” 

*One day you won’t be boss anymore 
 
OBJ: Let’s just make everyone equal! Let’s redistribute the wealth!  
= Failure of Communism/Socialism 
“The failure of Marxism was a fundamental misunderstanding of 
human nature.” 
 
Warren Wiersbe, Leviticus 25: 
“It’s unfortunate that the Jewish people didn’t obey the laws given in 
this chapter, for their selfishness and greed brought ruin to the land 
and their economic system. The prophets rebuked the rich for 
exploiting the poor and stealing their houses, lands, and even their 
children (Isa. 3:14–15; 10:1–3; Amos 2:6–7; 5:11). The local courts 
ignored God’s decrees; the judges, enriched by bribes, passed down 
decisions that favored the wealthy and crushed the poor. But God 
heard the cries of the poor and one day brought terrible judgment to 
the people of Israel.”4 
 
Action Points 

1) Understand the pervasiveness of poverty – “Extreme 
poverty has been a constant reality for most of the world’s 
population in the past, and even today.”5 

1. Extreme poverty biblically defined 
Mark 12:41-44 Widow who gave her only 2 coins 
“And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people 
putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large 
sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all 
those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all 
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put 
in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 
*1 Kings 17:12 Widow at Zarephath 

                                                
4 Warren Wiersbe, Be Holy (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1996), 131. 
5 http://world-poverty.org/default.aspx 
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*1 Kings 17:12 Widow at Zarephath 
“And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, 
only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am 
gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 
 

2. Middle-class biblically defined 
1 Timothy 6:8 “But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content.” 
 
 

3. Rich class biblically defined 
Luke 12:17-18 
= Having money left over to invest or store after basic living expenses.  

 
Table 19.2  World Bank Income Classifications 

World Bank Classification Average Income 
High Income $22,818 (United States, Western 

Europe, Japan) 
Upper Middle Income 5,175 (Argentina, Mexico, Poland, 

Hungary) 
Lower Middle Income 1,808 (Costa Rica, Philippines, 

Romania, Jordan) 
Low Income 388 (Sub-Saharan Africa, India) 
Here are the numbers and percentages of the world's population in 
each of these groups: 

Table 19.3 Population and Percentage of World's Population in World 
Bank Income Classifications 

  Population (thousands) Percentage 
High Income 955,000 15.6 
Upper Middle Income 503,700 8.2 
Lower Middle Income 2,163,500 35.3 
Low Income 2,511,400 40.9 
Total 6,133,600 100.0 
Here are selected characteristics I've chosen from those compiled by the World Bank 
on the four groups of economies. (You can find more of these data, which are called 
competitiveness factors, at worldbank.org/psd/compete.nsf.) 

Table 19.4  Characteristics of World Bank Classifications 

  Upper 
Income 

Upper 
Middle 

Lower 
Middle 

Low 
Income 

Average per capita 
income 22,818 5,175 1,808 388 
Percent of world pop. 15.6 8.2 35.3 40.9 
Life expectancy (years 
at birth) 76.8 70.1 68.1 54.6 
 
Read more: The Global Market and Developing Nations: Production and Income 
Classifications — Infoplease.com 
http://www.infoplease.com/cig/economics/production-income-
classifications.html#ixzz1N2f9EItJ 
Excerpted from The Complete Idiot's Guide to Economics © 2003 by Tom Gorman. 
All rights reserved including the right of reproduction in whole or in part in any 
form. Used by arrangement with Alpha Books, a member of Penguin Group (USA) 
Inc. http://www.globalrichlist.com/how.html 
 

2) Understand economic normality for the majority of 
the world – Incessant recessions 

1. Government-induced hyper-inflation = Government-
induced currency devaluation 

 
A. Peru 1990 Peru 7,500% 

 
B. Bolivia 1985 Bolivia >10,000% 

 
C. Zimbabwe 2008 – 231,000,000%6 Robert Mugabe 

 *Land reform 
1922 Germany 5,000% 
1989 Argentina 3,100% 
1993 Brazil 2,100% 
1993 Ukraine 5,000%7 

Q# How does this happen?  
 
 

                                                
6 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7660569.stm 
7http://faculty.lebow.drexel.edu/McCainR/top/prin/txt/probs/infl7.html 
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2. Government-induced stagflation 
*Recession and inflation…usually with high taxes.8 
 
 

3. Government corruption & oppressive 
bureaucracy 

*They cannot get ahead no matter how hard they work 
• Educational corruption: Russia – “It costs between 

$10,000 and $15,000 in bribes merely to gain 
acceptance into well0regarded institutions of higher 
learning in Moscow, the daily newspaper izvestia has 
reported . . . Over all, Russian students and their parents 
annually spend at least $2 billion—and possibly up to 
$5 billion—in such “unofficial” educational outlays, the 
deputy prime minister, Valentina Matviyenko, said last 
year in an interview.”9 

 
 

• Property Rights – “Property rights create self-
monitoring.”10 

 
 

• Rule of Law – enables us to invest & deposit with 
confidence that the legal system will all but guarantee 
that our money will be returned if wrongfully taken.  

Bolivian corruption: “The media are full of revelations about police 
links to drug trafficking and stolen vehicles, nepotism in the force, and 
the charging of illegal fees for services. Officers on meager salaries 
have been found to live in mansions.”11 
 
*Foreign aid – most never gets to the people 
 
Sowell on ethics: 

                                                
8 http://moneyterms.co.uk/stagflation/ 
9 Thomas Sowell, Basic Economics (New York: Basic Books, 2007), 368. 
10 Basic Economics, 373. 
11 Basic Economics, 367.  

“In short, honesty is more than a moral principle. It is also a major 
economic factor. While government can do little to create honesty 
directly in various ways it can indirectly either support or undermine 
the traditions on which honest conduct is based. This it can do by what 
it teaches in its schools, by the examples set by public officials, or by 
the laws that it passes. These laws can create incentives toward either 
moral or immoral conduct.”12 
*Clarification: There is a difference between SELFISHNESS and 
SELF-INTEREST. 
 
 

3) Understand that most everything we have known as 
normal simply isn’t for the vast majority of the 
world.13 

 
 
 
Q# What is God doing in the U.S. recession? 

a. Waking us up to the physical needs of the Third World 
 

• According to UNICEF, 24,000 children die each day 
due to poverty. And they “die quietly in some of the 
poorest villages on earth, far removed from the scrutiny 
and the conscience of the world. Being meek and weak 
in life makes these dying multitudes even more 
invisible in death.”14  

• “Today more than a billion people in the world live and 
die in desperate poverty. They attempt to survive on 
less than a dollar per day.”15 – David Platt 

                                                
12 Basic Economics, 378-379. 
13 http://www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats 
14 See Today, over 24,000 children died around the world from this web site. (Note 
that the statistic cited uses children as those under the age of five. If it was say 6, or 
7, the numbers would be even higher.) 
http://www.globalissues.org/article/715/today-over-24000-children-died-around-the-
world 
15 David Platt, Radical, 108. 
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• “Almost half the world — over three billion people — 
live on less than $2.50 a day.” – 
www.globalissues.org16 

 
*3rd world friend – eating a dog 
 
*50’s lady in former U.S.S.R. with down syndrome daughter –  
 
a. Waking us up to the needs of the 3rd World 

b. Waking us up to our own spiritual needs 
In the RMBC member to member context… 
Q#1 How often do we talk about money? 
 
Q# How often do we bring up the Gospel and lost people here and 
over there to be saved? 
 
 Point = There are glimpses of light when some mention people 
they are praying for and witnessing to and it BLESSES ME when a 
number of you come to me and express interest in loading into a jet 
plane and GOING to a place of great darkness to spread the Gospel! 
But you are in the minority 
*Statistics – new believers actually DO the Gospel. Church people 
may talk about the Gospel in a philosophical fashion and criticize.  
 
“Empty Me” song – stripping away the web of lies 
…Lion King “You sit upon a throne of lies!” =  
*Otto Koning and the Pineapple story – here’s the ‘pine’ version.  
-The younger generation has pinpointed this religious activity for the 
joke that it is and that is why the majority of them have said, “Peace 
out!” They see the church of Jesus Christ as a place of passionless 
preachers who are altogether unmoved by the text/message of the 
Bible, singers/choirs who are either very impressed by their musical 
abilities OR up there singing with no passion or joy so that everyone 
who hears thinks, “Bro, I’ve seen more excitement at a bar where 
songs of no hope are being sung by people with no hope than what I 
hear at church!” So to them, church is little more than a Christian prom 

                                                
16 http://www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats#src3 

where passionless people put on clothes that they would otherwise 
never wear and sing music they would otherwise never sing and tell 
canned jokes, and drink cheap coffee.  
 Point = And they’re right…its an absolute joke and it would be 
funny if it wasn’t so profoundly sad.  
 
Matthew 24:12 “And because lawlessness will be increased, the love 
of many will grow cold.” 
 
John Piper 
Consider a story from the February 1998 edition of Reader’s Digest, 
which tells about a couple who “took early retirement from their jobs 
in the Northeast five years ago when he was 59 and she was 51. Now 
they live in Punta Gorda, Florida, where they cruise on their 30 foot 
trawler, play softball and collect shells.” At first, when I read it I 
thought it might be a joke. A spoof on the American Dream. But it 
wasn’t. Tragically, this was the dream: Come to the end of your life—
your one and only precious, God-given life—and let the last great 
work of your life, before you give an account to your Creator, be this: 
playing softball and collecting shells. Picture them before Christ at the 
great day of judgment: “Look, Lord. See my shells.” That is a tragedy. 
And people today are spending billions of dollars to persuade you to 
embrace that tragic dream. Over against that, I put my protest: Don’t 
buy it. Don’t waste your life. (Don't Waste Your Life, 45-46). 
 
James 5:1 “Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that 
are coming upon you.” 
 
Matthew 25:45-46 “Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 
 
*Rich guy Luke 16 “The rich man in this story is not in hell because 
he had money. Instead, he is in hell because he lacked faith in God, 
leading him to indulge in luxuries while ignoring the poor outside his 
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gate. As a result, earth was his heaven, and eternity became his hell.”17 
– David Platt 
 
*Slave owning Christians? = Rich Christians ignoring the poorest of 
the poor.  
 

c. Causing us to repent of Materialism 
Psalm 10:3 “For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, And 1the 
greedy man curses and spurns the LORD.” 
Epicurus, “If a little is not enough for you, nothing is.” (“Happiness” 
file folder) 
*Dave Ramsey p.8-9 
“Jupiter Media’s study says that there are 15.4 billion credit 
advertising impressions on the American public every three months!”18 
 
*“Stuffitis—A Deadly Disease” (Dave Ramsey, 26). 
 
*The Lie of “Financial Independence” 
 
*Giving to the Gospel = the only way to get out of debt 
 
 

d. Delivering us from sacrificing our families for 
possessions 

“The virtues of paganism are glittering vices” – attributed to Augustine 
(53, in Kierkegaard). 
Ecclesiastes 5:10 “He who loves money will not be satisfied with 
money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is 
vanity.” 
We make time for what we find important 
= American Idol, Swamp People,  

                                                
17 Radical, 114. 
1 Or blesses the greedy man 
18 “Consumer Credit Advertising,” Jupiter Media Metrix’s Adrelevance Service, 
status report. Cited in, Dave Ramsey, Financial Peace Revisited (New York: Viking 
Press, 2003), 11. 

Psalm 39:6 “Surely every man walks about as 1a phantom; Surely they 
make an uproar for nothing; He amasses riches and does not know 
who will gather them.” 
 
“Sallust recalls, “It is incredible to recall how rapidly the city of Rome 
grew in a short time, once it had won its liberty” (This discussion is 
based on St. Augustine, The City of God, V, 12).19 
 Point = How the strength of our families would grow if we  
 

“Slavery is not merely chattel ownership but is the mastery of 
one’s will by any person, idea, or substance (Rom. 6:16; 1 Cor. 
6:12b).”20  
 

e. Focusing on the Eternal vs. the Temporary – 
Spreading the Gospel vs. Supplying ourselves with 
luxuries 

Hebrews 13:5 
“Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So 
we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what 
can man do to me?” 
 
 
Oswald Chambers says, “Beware of anything that competes with 
loyalty to Jesus Christ.”21 
 
 Point = Get rid of it! Cut it off! If there’s a sacred cow here in 
RMBC that hinders the Gospel…KILL THE COW!!!!! Because it’ll 
make great hamburgers! 
 
                                                
1 Lit an image 
19 St. Thomas Aquinas, Translated and edited by Paul E. Sigmund, St. Thomas 
Aquinas on Politics and Ethics (W.W. Norton & Co: New York, 1988), 20-21. 
20 John F. Walvoord, and Roy B. Zuck, Dallas Theological Seminary: The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton: Victor Books, 
1983-c1985), S. 2:874 
21 Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest (Westwood: Barbour and Company 
Inc., 1963), 13. 



 9 

f. Spending efficiency & avoiding waste in church 
budgets – SBC Great Commission Resurgence 

*Radical – troop carrier 
Every year in America $10 billion is spent on church buildings. Real 
estate owned by American churches is $230 billion.22 
 
*Flowers or faith giving to alleviate the suffering in the world for the 
glory of God.  
 
*Mississippi first in percentage giving in 2004!23 
http://www.catalogueforphilanthropy.org/cfp/db/generosity.php?year=2004 
…Virginia is #38! (ibid).  
West Virginia is #13 (ibid).  
 

g. Change our investment strategy – “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 
6:21). 

*John Wesley: 
“had just finished buying some pictures for his room when one of the 
chambermaids came to his door. It was a Winter day and he noticed 
that she only had a thin linen gown to wear for protection against the 
cold. He reached into his pocket to give her some money for a coat, 
and found he had little left. It struck him that the Lord was not pleased 
with how he had spent his money. He asked himself: “Will Thy Master 
say, ‘Well done good and faithful steward?’ Thou hast adorned thy 
walls with the money that might have screened this poor creature from 
the cold! O justice! O mercy! Are not these pictures the blood of this 
poor maid?”24 
 
*But what about the needs in our local community!?!?! Why go all 
over the world when there are needs here!!! 
Number 1, Are you regularly sharing the Gospel, feeding the hungry, 
clothing the poor, visiting people in prison? if you are not already 

                                                
22 Radical, 118.  
23http://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2005/11/generosity_inde.html 
24 Radical, 126. Charles Edward White, “Four Lessons on Money from One of the 
World’s Richest Preachers,” Christian History 7, no. 19 (1998): 24.1 

actively involved in serving this community then you have no right to 
tell others how to serve in the world 
*Church  
 
Number 2, if you claim to “have a heart for the US,” then you only 
have a heart for 5% of the world’s population. Hence, your heart and 
God’s heart are only 5% aligned which, practically speaking, is all but 
being opposed to one another.  
 
*Jesus FELT COMPASSION 
 
*Jason Bourne, “It changes things doesn’t it? That knowledge.” 
 
*Old lady in KZ 
 
Philippians 4:11-13 
“Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought 
low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 
 
Matthew 6:33 
“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” 


