
 1 

Ephesians 2:10-20   “Good Works”    09.12.10 
 
Main Idea: God created you to do good works so that people will know that he is the source of 
all Goodness.  
 
Heart Questions: 

• Why do you come to church?  
• Why do you not cheat on your spouse? 
• Why do you refrain from stealing? 
• Why do you seek to be good at all? 

 
Often our motivation falls into several common categories such as:  

A. Fear of punishment 
B. Fear of being dishonored 
C. Fear of dishonoring God  
   

O.S. Hawkins, “The fear of God is not fearing His hand of judgment slamming on you but His 
hand blessing and anointing being removed from you.”1 
 
Q# Do we love the benefits of living the Christian life or do we love Christ? Do we love the 
trappings of Christianity or do we love Christ? 
 
God created you to do good so that people will know that He is the source of all Goodness. 
Herein lies the reason why acting morally brings some level of happiness BUT when you get 
saved for real, you now have your scope zeroed in on why you follow the Moral Law. Being 
“good for goodness’ sake” now seems like a dusty, bone-dry, and boring motivation in light of 
the God of the Universe who patiently but firmly beckons you to “follow me” (Luke 9:23-26).  
 
Thrust of the text: 

A. Repent from trusting in your own goodness – Repent and be saved 
B. Stop trying to earn what God has already given as a gift 

 
Outline:  

1) Who/What Am I? == the work of God. A Question of Identity/Significant 
2) Where Did I Come From? = created in Christ Jesus. A Question of Origin 
3) Why Am I Here? = for good works. A Question of Purpose 
4) How Should I Live? = so that we would walk in them. A Question of Lifestyle 

 
Jonathan Edwards: 
 If therefore God’s Spirit is now at work with you, you have a precious opportunity. Take 
 heed that you do not by any means let it slip…Man’s heart is hardened by losing 
 convictions, as iron is hardened by being heated and cooled. If you are awakened, and 
 afterwards lose your convictions, it will be a harder thing to awaken you again.2  
 
                                                
1 O.S. Hawkins, The Fear of God, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2006. 
2 Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 2 (Hendrickson: Peabody, 2005), 836 
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Jonathan Edwards:  
 The heart of man is not prepared to receive the mercy of God in Christ, as free and 
 unmerited, till he is sensible of his own demerit.”3 
 

I. What Am I? = Identification of the Believer – 2:10 “For we are His 
work…” 

10 αὐτοῦ γάρ ἐσμεν ποίημα, 
GRK: His work are we: emphasizes our only goodness as coming from God’s purposeful work 
in us.  
EXPL: We are His masterpiece. Poiema = “indicates we are His poem, His masterpiece. Each of 
our lives is the canvas on which the Master is producing a work of art that will fill the everlasting 
ages with His praise.”4 
He “fashions” us once He created us.  
*This work refers to us after He saves us and gives us a new heart. Two different people must be 
defined here: 
 a. Man who has been humbled by the outward state of his sinful life – alcoholism, lost his 
 family because of sin, etc. 
 b. Man who has been humbled by the inward state of his sinful soul – God sledge-
 hammered down the wall of pride. 
 c. Man who remains proud and sees no need of Christ – you will see your error on the 
 day of JD.  
 
Q# What were the raw materials God has to work with? We were “held subject to three terrible 
powers…sin, death and wrath.”5 – John R.W. Stott 
 

II. Where Did I Come From? = Creation of the Believer – 2:10 “created in 
Christ Jesus” 

EXPL: no hint of self-creation. The mere mention of “create” presupposes a Creator.  
Louw & Nida: “to make or create something which has not existed before.”6 It is not a 
refurbishing of a damaged product but a brand-new creation.  
 
Harry Uprichard of this phrase, “Used in the Septuagint to describe creation as God’s work.”7  
 
Psalm 92:4 “For You, O LORD, have made me glad by what You have done, I will sing for joy at 
the works of Your hands.” 
 
Only other NT reference by the apostle Paul = Romans 1:20 “For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.” 

                                                
3 Ibid.  
4 John Phillips, Exploring Ephesians & Philippians: The John Phillips Commentary Series (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 
1993), 68. 
5 John R.W. Stott, Commentary on Ephesians, 85. 
6 J.P. Louw, and E.A. Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic 
ed. of the 2nd edition, (New York: United Bible societies, 1996, c1989), in Logos Library System [CD-ROM]. 
7 Harry Uprichard, Ephesians (Auburn, MA: Evangelical Press, 2004), 119.  
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• Creation of the Universe – As the physicist P. C. W. Davies explains, “the coming into 
being of the universe, as discussed in modern science . . . is not just a matter of imposing 
some sort of organization . . . upon a previous incoherent state, but literally the coming-
into-being of all physical things from nothing.”8 

 
Q# What must happen for anything to exist at all? = Something must act.  
 

III. Why Am I Here? Purpose of the Believer’s life – 2:10 “for good works,” 
John Phillips “Good works are part of God’s plan. They are not the price of salvation, but the 
proof.”9 
 
Q# Do Paul and James contradict one another? 
Paul – Romans 3:28 “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the 
Law.” 
James – 2:14-28  
What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can 1that faith 

save him? 
15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 
16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, 1be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not 

give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 
17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 
18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without 

the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” 
19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 
20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 
21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the 

altar? 
22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 

2perfected; 
23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 

RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 
24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 

messengers and sent them out by another way? 
26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.” 
 
If you look at these 2 texts, they both go to the Old Testament to prove their point in citing the 
example of Abraham. Paul focuses primarily on Gen. 15. James references this, but his starting 

                                                
8 “In the Beginning: In Conversation with Paul Davies and Philip Adams” (January 17, 2002). 
http://www.abc.net.au/science/bigquestions/s460625.htm. 
9 John Phillips, Exploring Ephesians & Philippians: The John Phillips Commentary Series (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 
1993), 68.  
1Lit the 
1Or warm yourselves and fill yourselves 
2Or completed 
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point is Genesis 22. So James starts at chapter 22 and goes to chapter 15. For James, chapter 22 
is the fulfillment of chapter 15.10  
 
You must answer the question in these 3 ways 

A. You have to raise the possibility that Paul and James are combating different problems. 
You must ask the contextual questions.  
-Paul is countering a Jewish tendency to rely on obedience to the Law for salvation.  
-James is combating an attitude that turned faith into mere profession.  
-Paul combats an over-emphasis on works where James combats an under-emphasis on 
works. The anaphoric use of the article in James 2:14, “Can such/that faith save him?” It 
identifies a certain kind of “faith” that divorces obedience from true belief.  
 

B. There are different contexts in which James and Paul speak of “works” – Paul speaks of 
works that precede conversion and James speaks of works that follow salvation. Works 
done before as opposed to after salvation would not have the same effect. Some will say 
that James uses “works” in the sense of works of mercy, not of rote obedience. His works 
would be caring for the poor, etc (acts of mercy and kindness are evidences of genuine 
faith). Matthew 25 could be referenced as well. What is the difference between the sheep 
and the goats? = Thus, James and Jesus are making the same point. If one claims that 
James is teaching a works-based salvation, the same must be true of Jesus also. Jesus also 
said in Matthew 5, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Also, the tests 
given in I John refer to the evidence of works.  
 

C. The term justification may mean different things for James and Paul – How does Paul use 
the term? He uses it to describe the dynamic activity by which the sinner is graciously 
given a new status. For James, it is a verdict based on the fact. A person is declared 
righteous because there is evidence of righteousness. It is associated with the last JD. 
James is saying the ultimate verdict takes into account the works produced by genuine 
faith.  

D.  

                      Justification for Paul   Justification for James cont. (JD Day)  
  
Faith & Works: Paul vs. James11 
 

IV. Product of the Believer – 2:10 “which God prepared beforehand so that we would 
walk in them.” 

                                                
10 Mark Taylor, Exegesis of James (Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2008).  
11 For a more detailed discussion of this issue, see: 
http://www.str.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=5719 “Faith & Works” Paul vs. James 
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Walking in the “good works” that God has prepared for us to walk in vs. 2:1 walking “according 
to the course/pattern of this world.”  
 
How to break the chain of the pattern of this world. = Give what you have received: unmerited, 
undeserved grace. Jesus smashed the assumptions of the culture of His day into a thousand 
pieces.  

• Civil suits – Jesus = give him your cloak also 
• Personal fights – Jesus = turn the other cheek 

 
*OBJECTION: But it’s IMPOSSIBLE for me to live like this.  
True…That’s the whole point of the Gospel! God doing in your life what is IMPOSSIBLE to do 
without Him SO THAT people will see your unnatural life and KNOW that God’s power is real.   
 
Blessings of being able to follow Jesus instead of follow the Culture.  

• Why is there so much disillusionment in the world? = Because we live in and seek 
after that which God has not prepared for us.  

• Why are there so many relationships and marriages that crash and burn?  
• Why is our society so hooked up and hocked up but still unfulfilled? 

*C.S. Lewis “the union between a man and woman is to be eternally enjoyed or eternally 
endured.”12 
 

 Q# Why are we “good?” 
We must be careful to discern the motivation of our good works.  

• Muslims – to balance the scales of good and bad 
• Buddhists – do no harm to any creature in order to better their karma in hopes of 

reaching Enlightenment 
• Hindus – obey the laws of the caste system 

 
Point = It’s all based around selfishness. But believers in Jesus Christ have a far different and 
unique motivation to live godly lives. It is because we live and breathe in Him and because He is 
King and Worthy above everything else in life, we honor Him with our lives. We live in such a 
way so that people will see our little light shining in order to point to the Light of the world.   
 
Q# So what of the person who professes to be saved but whose life does not evidence 
Salvation?  
= They are Self-deceived…no fruit, no root.  
 
Q# Do I glory in the Greatness of God or become arrogant in my own achievements? 

                                                
12 C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters [CD-ROM]. 


