
Luke 20:19-26   “Religious Traditionalism”   08.15.10 
 

I. Tragedy of Religious Traditionalism – 20:19-20 
 
EXPL: The religious establishment viewed Jesus as a threat to their established modus 
operandi. Instead of having an open mind in searching for the truth and an open heart 
responsive to tough truths, the lights of their reasoning had been extinguished by the 
mentality of “we’ve always done it this way” without ever asking the question, “What 
has God said?” They thought simply because they had knowledge about God that they 
automatically knew what was acceptable to God. You would think that all the Scripture 
they had memorized would have enlightened their minds and softened their hearts but, as 
Dr. Steven Smith observes: 
 
 The Pharisees were passionate about Scripture but were not passionate about 
 those for whom Scripture was intended. = to bring people to God 
 
 
*400 years between the Old Testament and the birth of Christ. God was sending no more 
prophets because virtually every prophet He sent was systematically ignored, excluded, 
persecuted and executed.  
 The Bible says in Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the people are 
 unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law.” 
 
During this time, various Jewish religious sects arose and began adding regulations to the 
Bible.  
 
Q# What are the dangers of Religious Traditionalism? 

1) Makes you hate what you should embrace – 20:19 “...they sought to 
lay hands on Him.”  

The term “laying on hands” was a very technical way to saying “they wanted to jump 
him.”  
  
This is how religious pride blinds and twists reality. We should hate the thought of going 
through life unaffected by the Gospel and embrace truth when God reveals it to us even if 
it demands that we radically alter the course of our lives or the way that we operate as a 
local church family.  
 

2) Makes you hold onto what you should let go of – 20:19 “…feared the people, for 
they understood that He spoke this parable against them.” 

The fear of public opinion or what other people think about you is a slow poison that will 
cripple any person.  
 
This is exactly what religious traditionalism will do to you; it will twist your system of 
value and place you in the prison of “what other people think about me.” Instead of being 
pre-occupied with what other people think about us let us “about face” and live according 



to our new nature; to seek the approval of God and do all that we can to bring people to 
God even if they hate us for doing it.  
 
Notice they didn’t “hear” the transformational power of the parable but “that He spoke 
this parable against them.”  
 = Religious traditionalism removes God from the center of the sphere of life and 
places our preferences, our pride, our respect, our honor, and our reputation. It says “I am 
valuable BECAUSE I have done these things and because I have followed these specific 
sets of rules. So God is dethroned for a petty tyrant; the inside monster of “ME.”  
 
They should have been broken in humble repentance in the face of Jesus.   
 
 

3) Makes you a Fake vs. a Follower – 20:20 “…who pretended to be righteous.” 
ὑποκρινομένους – present, middle, participle, masculine, plural, accusative 
Hypocrite = “to pretend” The participial form means a continual action of pretending. 
This word means: to give an impression of having certain purposes or motivations, while 
in reality having quite different ones.” The Greek actors would sometimes use this word 
for actors who played a part.  
Chapman explains the significance of the middle voice: 
 The subject performs the action of the verb, but also participates in its results or 
 acts upon himself, for himself, or in his own interest. 1 
 
Q# Why did they act out a fake, religious role instead of being real?  
 = Because they had an agenda. 
 
Q# What was the agenda?  
 = 20:20 “…so that they could deliver Him to the rule and authority of the 
 governor.”  
= To make sure that nothing upset the “apple cart” of Religious Traditionalism. 
 
APPL: Q# Are we guilty of the same thing. 
*Waldensians 
*Poor men of Lyons – memorized the book of Job 
*John Wycliffe “Morning Star of the Reformation” 
 
 Point = Anyone who challenges the authenticity of an entrenched religious system 
becomes an enemy of that system. What is “good” is identified with what is “stable” but 
Jesus comes onto the scene and points people back to God, not an established pattern of 
rituals. Matthew 5:16-17 “For I did not come to destroy the Law or the Prophets; I did 
not come to destroy but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law till all be fulfilled” (KJV).  
 Jesus came to reconcile us to God and prove that we cannot get to God through 
ritual or human righteous but only via the death of a perfect substitute.  
                                                
1Chapman, B. Greek New Testament Insert, 2nd ed., revised (Quakertown, PA: Stylus Publishing, 1994), in 
Logos Library System [CD-ROM]. 



4) Religious Traditionalism makes you into a Schemer vs. a Servant – 20:21-22 
21 They questioned Him, saying, “Teacher, we know that You speak and teach 

correctly, and You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. 
22 “Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 
23 But He detected their trickery and said to them,” 
 
v.23 Jesus detected their trickery 
 
So what was the trick? Jesus was presented with a false dilemma; the fallacy of begging 
the question; crafting a question to which any answer would cast you in a negative light.  
 
What was the question?  
 To pay taxes to Caesar or not to pay taxes to Caesar?  
= “lawful/permissible” to give/hand over tribute 
 
How was a “tribute tax” different than a regular “tax?” 
= “a payment made by the people of one nation to another with the implication that this is 
a symbol of submission and independence” (Louw & Nida).  
 
So the mere paying of this tax was an epic national embarrassment. This was the “poned” 
or “you just got served” tax. 
 
Horn #1 = “Pay the tax” would giving the “thumbs up” to serving a brutal, pagan 
dictator. 
Horn # 2 = If Jesus said “Don’t pay the tax” the Pharisees would report Him to the 
Romans as a “tax evader.” 
 
Our response:  

1. Cloud the issue “let’s talk about something else” 
2. Avoid the issue “no comment” 

 
Jesus’ Response:  

1) Visual: “Show Me a 1denarius.” – 20:24 
2) Question: “Whose image and whose inscription does it have?” 20:24 

In the NT, you have to prepare yourself when Jesus asks a question. They should have 
been thinking to themselves, “This is about to get rough” but 20:24 records οἱ δὲ εἶπαν 
“and they (all) responded, ‘Caesar,’” as though Jesus’ question was beneath them. 
*Religious pride will give you false confidence. 
 
 

3) Challenge: “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.”  

What does “render” mean? = to hand over what is due.  
      What are the rights of Caesar? = to receive tax money for the use of public works.  
 
                                                
1The denarius was a day’s wages 



Point = Render your lives to God because His image is stamped upon you. 
Genesis 1:26-27 
 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let 

them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 
God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 

 
*Newsweek article What Are They Thinking?  
*Clams of low intelligence “anybody home?” 
 Animals, even the most intelligent (apes, birds, and dogs), “never have the aha! 
 moment that a 2 year old does.”  
 
Q# What do I render to God?  
Deuteronomy 6:5-6 was the core of Jewish belief of the Person of God and our 
relationship to Him. Matthew records Jesus quoting this in the next conversation: 
“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with  
all your might. 
6 “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.” 
 
Love Him with: 

1) My Tender Affections – “…with all your heart.”  
2) My Deepest Passions – “…with all your soul.” 
3) My Physical Actions – “…with all your strength.” 

 Romans 12:1 
 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your   
 bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your   
 spiritual service of worship. 

4) My Intellectual Pursuits – “…with all your mind.” Matthew 22:37 
 
 
Closing AGI: Polaroid picture – slowly but progressively developing into a snapshot of 
the god/God you truly worship. For some, it is a stiff, dead, cold, religious traditionalism 
devoid of the power of God and for others, it is the glorious picture of the merciful 
Redeemer who loved us and gave Himself for us and who has promised to be our 
protector and deliverer has given us a message of Life and He is coming again to receive 
us back to Him. The question is, “Are you prepared to meet Him now?” 
 


